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Akehurst's Modern Introduction to International Law
This textbook offers for the first time a comprehensive analysis of the classic
doctrines and main areas of international law from a European perspective,
meeting the needs of the many European law schools teaching public international
law in English. Special attention is devoted to the practice of the European Union,
the Council of Europe and European States – both civil law and common law
countries – with regard to international law. In particular the book analyses the
interplay between international law, EU law and national law in the case law of the
Court of Justice of the EU, the European Court of Human Rights and national
jurisdictions in Europe. It provides the reader with insights into how the
international legal practice of the EU and its Member States impacts the
development of international law, both in terms of doctrines such as treaty-making
and customary law, the exercise of (extraterritorial) jurisdiction, state responsibility
and the settlement of disputes, as well as particular sub-fields of international law,
such as human rights law and international economic law. In addition the book
covers other important areas such as the use of force and collective security, the
law of armed conflict, and global and regional international organisations. It
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provides European perspectives on all these issues and will be of great value to
students, scholars and practitioners.

Friedens-Freude. Krieges-Leid
F. R. P. Akehurst provides the first English translation of the complete text of
Coutumes, the customary law of Clermont in the Beauvais region as it was
practiced and understood in the late thirteenth century. The Coutumes de
Beauvaisis provides a unique perspective on thirteenth-century civil and criminal
trials.

Brownlie's Principles of Public International Law
International Law for International Relations
The Right to Reparation in International Law for Victims of
Armed Conflict
Presents theories, practices and critiques alongside each other to engage students,
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scholars and professionals from multiple fields. This title is also available as Open
Access on Cambridge Core.

Examples & Explanations for International Law
The definitive and authoritative international law text, updated to reflect key case
law, international practice and treaty developments.

Worship and Social Engagement in Urban Aboriginal-led
Australian Pentecostal Congregations
Kelsen, Hans. Peace Through Law. Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina
Press, 1944. xii, 155 pp. Reprinted 2001 by The Lawbook Exchange, Ltd. ISBN
1-58477-103-8. Cloth. $60. * Kelsen [1881-1973] departs from his theories on pure
law and here proposes a formula for international peace. He proffers "peace
guaranteed by compulsory adjudication of international disputes," (Part I): the
formation of a world court with the authority to resolve international conflicts, and
"peace guaranteed by individual responsibility for violations of international law,"
(Part II): that individual statesmen take personal moral and legal responsibility for
war crimes and other acts of violation committed by their country. Walker, Oxford
Companion to Law 699. Marke, A Catalogue of the Law Collection of New York
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University (1953) 637, 653.

An Introduction to Internet Governance
The tradition in international relations theory known as realism has often been
associated with the Cold War. The contributors to this intriguing volume argue,
however, that realism remains a profound and relevant perspective on
contemporary international politics. They point out that classical realism is based
on concepts that were elucidated long before the Cold War began and are not
confined by its boundaries. Further, they believe that insights of the realist
tradition can provide valuable guidance in our contemporary world. W. David
Clinton and ten scholars of foreign policy reexamine the work of thinkers spanning
twenty-five centuries who have contributed to the development of realism across
the ages. In their essays, the authors consider two key questions: What makes
these thinkers "realists"? And how is their work relevant to the modern, post--Cold
War world? These essays take a fresh look at such canonical thinkers as
Thucydides, Augustine, Machiavelli, Hobbes, Hume, Burke, Carr, Niebuhr, and
Morgenthau. Countering the widespread belief that realism has nothing left to
offer, this collection demonstrates that continuities remain in the political world -and that the ideas rooted in realism are too important and too useful to ignore.
While there are obvious differences among the political philosophers whose works
are considered here, they share a common concern about human limitations and
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the possible dangerous consequences of ignoring those limitations. Each in his own
way, these classic thinkers discuss the need for prudence to counter the everpresent threat of tragedy resulting from our innocent, hopeful, or self-righteous
efforts for perfection. These provocative essays demonstrate that though a realist
understanding of the nature of international relations is at least as old as
Thucydides, it is also as contemporaneous as the most recent headline.

International Law: A Very Short Introduction
In recent years there has been a flourishing body of work on the Law of Treaties,
crucial for all fields within international law. However, scholarship on modern treaty
law falls into two distinct strands which have not previously been effectively
synthesized. One concerns the investigation of concepts which are fundamental to
or inherent in the law of treaties generally - such as consent, object and purpose,
breach of obligation and provisional application - while the other focuses upon the
application of treaties and of treaty law in particular substantive (e.g. human
rights, international humanitarian law, investment protection, environmental
regulation) or institutional contexts (including the Security Council, the World
Health Organization, the International Labour Organization and the World Trade
Organization). This volume represents the culmination of a series of collaborative
explorations by leading experts into the operation, development and effectiveness
of the modern law of treaties, as viewed through these contrasting perspectives.
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The "Coutumes de Beauvaisis" of Philippe de Beaumanoir
Mieville critically examines existing theories of international law and offers a
compelling alternative Marxist view.

The question of what is, and what is not, part of international law is of course
fundamental. Traditionally, treaties between states and custom (state practice)
have been seen as the primary means by which international law is created. These
two sources, along with the "general principles oflaw", are specified in the Statute
of the International Court of Justice (Article 38), and this text has long been treated
as generally authoritative. However, whether this is still an adequate definition of
the sources of international law, and how they may operate in modern
international society,has been questioned in significant ways. Taking Article 38 ICJ
Statute as starting-point, this book provides a careful assessment of all the
recognised, or asserted, sources of international law. Among the issues considered
are: the impact of ethical principles on the creation of international law; the
existence of peremptory norms (those of jus cogens), and whether they come into
being through the same sources as other norms; the place of these, and of norms
involving rights andobligations erga omnes, in the operation of international legal
relationships; the definition and role of "general principles of law"; whether any of
international law's sub-disciplines involve the application of additional sources; and
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the continuously evolving relationship between treaty-basedlaw and customary
international law. Re-examining the traditional model, the work takes account of
the increasing role of international jurisprudence, and looks at international
organisations and non-state actors as potential new sources of international law.
The book provides a perfect introduction to the law of sources, as well asinnovative
perspectives on new developments, making it essential reading for anyone
studying or working in any field of international law.

A Modern Introduction to International Law
New technologies with the potential to improve the health of populations are
continuously being introduced. But not every technological development results in
clear health gains. Health technology assessment provides evidence-based
information on the coverage and usage of health technologies, enabling them to
be evaluated properly and applied to health care efficaciously, promoting the most
effective ones while also taking into account organizational, societal and ethical
issues. This book reviews the relationship between health technology assessment
and policy-making, and examines how to increase the contribution such research
makes to policy- and decision-making processes. By communicating the value and
potential of health technology assessment to a wider audience, both within and
beyond decision-making and health care management, it aims ultimately to
contribute to improve the health status of the population through the delivery of
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optimum health services.

Between Equal Rights
This book is a reference volume and a digest of more than a century of scholarly
work on troubadour poetry. Written by leading scholars, it summarizes the current
consensus on the various facets of troubadour studies. Standing at the beginning
of the history of modern European verse, the troubadours were the prime poets
and composers of the twelfth and thirteenth centuries in the South of France. No
study of medieval literature is complete without an examination of the courtly love
which is celebrated in the elaborately rhymed stanzas of troubadour verse,
creations whose words and melodies were imitated by poets and musicians all over
medieval Europe. The words of about 2,500 troubadour songs have survived, along
with 250 melodies, and all have come under intense scholarly scrutiny. This
Handbook brings together the fruits of this scrutiny, giving teachers and students
an overview of the fundamental issues in troubadour scholarship. All quotations
are given in the original Old Occitan and in English. The editors provide a list of
troubadour editions and an index, and each chapter includes a list of additional
readings.

The Global Commons
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Comprehensive and accessible, Tim Newburn’s bestselling Criminology provides an
introduction to the fundamental themes, concepts, theories, methods and events
that underpin the subject and form the basis for all undergraduate degree courses
and modules in Criminology and Criminal Justice. This third edition includes: A new
chapter on politics, reflecting the ever increasing coverage of political influence
and decision making on criminology courses New and updated crime data and
analysis of trends, plus new content on recent events such as the Volkswagen
scandal, the latest developments on historic child abuse, as well as extended
coverage throughout of the English riots A fully revised and updated companion
website, including exam, review and multiple choice questions, a live Twitter feed
from the author providing links to media and academic coverage of events related
to the concepts covered in the book, together with links to a dedicated textbook
Facebook page Fully updated to reflect recent developments in the field and
extensively illustrated, this authoritative text, written by a leading criminologist
and experienced lecturer, is essential reading for all students of Criminology and
related fields.

Health Technology Assessment and Health Policy-making in
Europe
This sixth edition has been completely revised and updated to take account of
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many new developments. It covers a variety of topics, from diplomatic immunity to
human rights, and from recognition of government to war crimes. The author is
particularly concerned with the relationship between international law and
international politics, and he devotes special attention to such controversial topics
as self-determination and the expropriation of foreign-owned property where the
conflicting interests and attitudes of different states are most apparent.

The Cultural Politics of Analytic Philosophy
The EU–NATO relationship continues to develop at a time of significant change for
both organizations. Post 9/11, NATO embarked on a fundamental transformation,
recasting itself as an organization with global strategic reach and interest, focused
less on Europe than ever before. At the same time, the EU is also becoming a more
global political actor. Consequently, there is growing evidence that over time the
EU will take the primary place in providing military security in Europe. This volume
combines political and legal methods to provide a comprehensive analysis of the
current and likely future relationship between the EU and NATO. The work will be of
interest to all those interested in the development of these two major
organizations and international security more generally, whether from a political or
legal perspective.
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The Sources of International Law
What is the legacy of the war in Iraq? Can democracy and human rights really be
imposed "by fire and sword"? This book brings together some of the world's most
outstanding theorists in the debate over empire and international law. They
provide a uniquely lucid account of the relationship between American imperialism,
the use and abuse of "humanitarian intervention", and its legal implications.
Empire's Law is ideal for students who want a comprehensive critical introduction
to the impact that the doctrine of pre-emptive war has had on our capacity to
protect human rights and promote global justice. Leading contributors including
Leo Panitch, Sam Gindin, Jurgen Habermas, Ulrich Preuss, Andrew Arato, Samir
Amin, Reg Whitaker, Denis Halliday and Hans von Sponeck tackle a broad range of
issues. Covering everything from the role of Europe and the UN, to people's
tribunals, to broader theoretical accounts of the contradictions of war and human
rights, the contributors offer new and innovative ways of examining the problems
that we face. It is essential reading for all students who want a systematic
framework for understanding the long-term consequences of imperialism.

The Troubadours
Interest in international law has increased greatly over the past decade, largely
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because of its central place in discussions such as the Iraq War and Guantanamo,
the World Trade Organisation, the anti-capitalist movement, the Kyoto Convention
on climate change, and the apparent failure of the international system to deal
with the situations in Palestine and Darfur, and the plights of refugees and illegal
immigrants around the world. This Very Short Introduction explains what
international law is, what its role in international society is, and how it operates.
Vaughan Lowe examines what international law can and cannot do and what it is
and what it isn't doing to make the world a better place. Focussing on the
problems the world faces, Lowe uses terrorism, environmental change, poverty,
and international violence to demonstrate the theories and practice of international
law, and how the principles can be used for international co-operation.

Conceptual and Contextual Perspectives on the Modern Law of
Treaties
Planning to Fail
This book takes the reader on a sweeping tour of the international legal field to
reveal some of the patterns of difference, dominance, and disruption that belie
international law's claim to universality. Pulling back the curtain on the "divisible
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college of international lawyers," Anthea Roberts shows how international lawyers
in different states, regions, and geopolitical groupings are often subject to distinct
incoming influences and outgoing spheres of influence in ways that reflect and
reinforce differences in how they understand and approach international law.
These divisions manifest themselves in contemporary controversies, such as
debates about Crimea and the South China Sea. Not all approaches to international
law are created equal, however. Using case studies and visual representations, the
author demonstrates how actors and materials from some states and groups have
come to dominate certain transnational flows and forums in ways that make them
disproportionately influential in constructing the "international." This point holds
true for Western actors, materials, and approaches in general, and for AngloAmerican (and sometimes French) ones in particular. However, these patterns are
set for disruption. As the world moves past an era of Western dominance and
toward greater multipolarity, it is imperative for international lawyers to
understand the perspectives and approaches of those coming from diverse
backgrounds. By taking readers on a comparative tour of different international law
academies and textbooks, the author encourages them to see the world through
the eyes of others -- an essential skill in this fast changing world of shifting power
dynamics and rising nationalism.

Akehurst's Modern Introduction to International Law
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Christine Evans assesses the right to reparation for victims of armed conflict in
international law and in national practice.

United Nations Forces
The breadth of international law and institutions in contemporary global politics
means it is no longer possible to make sense of international politics without
understanding international law. This is the ideal text for students of international
relations who have not previously studied law.

A Handbook of the Troubadours
This volume consists of a carefully edited version of the General Course on Public
International Law delivered at the Hague Academy of International Law to
commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of the foundation of the United Nations. The
author brings to them not only his background of academic distinction, but his
experience as a practitioner concerned with major international legal issues. The
rule of law in international affairs is a question of perennial concern but it is of
greater moment these days for a number of reasons. The active agenda of the
Security Council and its relative solidarity creates a paradox. Its increased political
power is a source of hope but the modalities of the exercise of power present
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problems of principle and of legal concern. Another area of concern is the
International Court, which has had a successful record since the early eighties and
provides one of the guarantees of the maintenance of legality. Recent successes of
the Court include the effective resolution of the territorial dispute between Chad
and Libya. The general level of compliance with its decisions by States is
impressive. Yet its success is matched not by encouragement and enhancement of
its facilities but by United Nations financial constraints which hinder its work and,
ultimately, may threaten its independence in relation to the political organs of the
United Nations.

A Modern Introduction to International Law, By Michael
Akehurst
The United Nations General Assembly is arguably the most important discussion
forum in global politics. This is a concise and accessible introduction to its history,
organization and politics. Examining the development of the Assembly as a forum
for improving international cooperation, this study details its development of
shared norms and goals in the political context of the immediate post-World War II
era. The Assembly has had to adapt quickly to the Cold War, the South-North
contentions over development, the dissolution of the Soviet bloc and the rise in
concern about terrorism. This study also presents a fascinating look ahead to three
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potential futures: a world of states, a world government, and a world of network
governance. To flourish in any of these contexts it shows how the practices of the
institution will require considerable change. The common criticisms of the
Assembly are also covered in depth, such as that it is just a talking shop; that it is
hamstrung by the Security Council and that it benefits the rich at the expense of
the poor. This is an ideal book for students of the United Nations, international
organizations and global governance.

Criminology
Empire's Law
The EU-NATO Relationship
Written by one of the world's leading international lawyers, this is the new and
updated edition of Jan Klabber's landmark textbook. International law can be
defined as 'the rules governing the legal relationship between nations and states',
but in reality it is much more complex, with political, diplomatic and socioeconomic factors shaping the law and its application. This refreshingly clear,
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concise textbook encourages students to view international law as a dynamic
system of organizing the world. Bringing international law back to its first
principles, the book is organised around four questions: where does it come from?
To whom does it apply? How does it resolve conflict? And what does it say?
Building on these questions with both academic rigour and clarity of expression,
Professor Klabbers breathes life and energy into the subject. Footnotes point
students to the wider academic debate while chapter introductions and final
remarks reinforce learning. The second edition has been updated throughout, with
particular attention to recent judicial decisions, and features new sections on
sovereign debt relief, the prompt release of vessels, and the Antarctic.

International Law
The Cultural Politics of Analytic Philosophy examines three generations of analytic
philosophers, who between them founded the modern discipline of analytic
philosophy in Britain. The book explores how philosophers such as Bertrand
Russell, A.J. Ayer, Gilbert Ryle and Isaiah Berlin believed in a link between German
aggression in the twentieth century and the nineteenth-century philosophy of
Hegel and Nietzsche. Thomas L. Akehurst thus identifies in this political critique of
continental philosophy the origins of the hugely significant faultline between
analytic and continental thought, an aspect of twentieth-century philosophy that is
still poorly understood. The book also uncovers a tripartite alliance in British
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analytic philosophy, between nation, political virtue and philosophical method. In
revealing this structure behind the assumptions of certain analytical thinkers,
Akehurst challenges the conventional wisdom that sees analytic philosophy as a
semi-detached narrowly academic pursuit. On the contrary, this important book
suggests that the analytic philosophers were espousing a national philosophy, one
they believed operated in harmony with British thinking and the British values of
liberty and tolerance.

A Critical Introduction to International Criminal Law
Akehurst’s Modern Introduction to International Law continues to offer a concise
and accessible overview of the concepts, themes and issues central to
international law. This fully updated eighth edition encompasses the plethora of
recent developments and updates in the field, and includes new dedicated
chapters on international human rights, self-determination and international
economic relations, an extended history and theory section reflecting the evolution
of new and critical approaches in the field and a greater focus on terrorism and
international criminal law. New and updated chapters include: Creation and
recognition of States Territory Law of the sea Immunities State succession
Nationality and individual rights Protection of the environment Settlement of
disputes Use of force and armed conflict With a distinctive cross-jurisdictional
approach which opens up the discipline to students from all backgrounds, this book
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will arm the reader with all the tools, methods and concepts they need to fully
understand this complex and diverse subject. As such, this is an essential text for
students of international law, government and politics, international relations, and
a multitude of related subject areas. This textbook is supported by a companion
website: www.routledge.com/cw/orakhelashvili.

International Law 2nd Edition
An Introduction to Old Occitan is the only textbook in print for learning the
language used by the troubadours in southern France during the Middle Ages. Each
of the thirty-two chapters discusses a subject in the study of the language (e.g.,
stressed vowels, subjunctive mood) and includes an exercise based on a reading of
an Occitan text that has been edited afresh for this volume. An essential glossary
analyzes every occurrence of every word in the readings and gives cognates in
other Romance languages as well as the source of each word in Latin or other
languages. The book also contains a list of prefixes, infixes, and suffixes and a
dictionary of proper names. An accompanying compact disc includes discussion of
the pronunciation of the language, with illustrations from the texts in the book, and
musical performances by Elizabeth Aubrey, of the University of Iowa.

The UN General Assembly
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A favorite among successful students, and often recommended by professors, the
unique Examples & Explanations series gives you extremely clear introductions to
concepts followed by realistic examples that mirror those presented in the
classroom throughout the semester. Use at the beginning and midway through the
semester to deepen your understanding through clear explanations, corresponding
hypothetical fact patterns, and analysis. Then use to study for finals by reviewing
the hypotheticals as well as the structure and reasoning behind the accompanying
analysis. Designed to complement your casebook, the trusted Examples &
Explanations titles get right to the point in a conversational, often humorous style
that helps you learn the material each step of the way and prepare for the exam at
the end of the course. The unique, time-tested Examples & Explanations series is
invaluable to teach yourself the subject from the first day of class until your last
review before the final. Each guide: helps you learn new material by working
through chapters that explain each topic in simple language challenges your
understanding with hypotheticals similar to those presented in class provides
valuable opportunity to study for the final by reviewing the hypotheticals as well as
the structure and reasoning behind the corresponding analysis quickly gets to the
point in conversational style laced with humor remains a favorite among law school
students is often recommended by professors who encourage the use of study
guides works with ALL the major casebooks, suits any class on a given topic
provides an alternative perspective to help you understand your casebook and inclass lectures
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An Introduction to Old Occitan
First published in 2002. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa
company.

Peace Through Law
Vast areas of valuable resources unfettered by legal rights have, for centuries,
been the central target of human exploitation and appropriation. The global
commons -- Antarctica, the high seas and deep seabed minerals, the atmosphere,
and space -- have remained exceptions only because access has been difficult or
impossible, and the technology for successful extraction has been lacking. Now,
technology has caught up with desire, and management regimes are needed to
guide human use of these important resource domains.In The Global Commons,
Susan Buck considers the history of human interactions with each of the global
commons areas and provides a concise yet thorough account of the evolution of
management regimes for each area. She explains historical underpinnings of
international law, examines the stakeholders involved, and discusses current policy
and problems associated with it.Buck applies key analytical concepts drawn from
institutional analysis and regime theory to examine how legal and political
concerns have affected the evolution of management regimes for the global
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commons. She presents in-depth case studies of each of the four regimes,
outlining the historical evolution of the commons -- development of interest in
exploiting the resource domain; conflicts among nations over the use of the
commons; and efforts to design institutions to control access to the domains and to
regulate their use -- and concluding with a description of the management regime
that eventually emerged from the informal and formal negotiations.The Global
Commons provides a clear, useful introduction to the subject that will be of interest
to general readers as well as to students in international relations and international
environmental law, and in environmental law and policy generally.

Globalization and International Investment
Worship and Social Engagement in Urban Aboriginal-led Australian Pentecostal
Congregations: (Re)imagining Identity in the Spirit conducts ethnographic research
into three Australian Pentecostal congregations with Aboriginal senior leadership
pastor couples.

A Modern Introduction to International Law
International law and municipal law
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Brownlie's Principles of Public International Law has been shaping the study and
application of international law for over 50 years. Serving as a single-volume
introduction to the field as a whole, the book is one of the classic treatises on
international law, now fully updated to order to take account of recent
developments. It includes extensive references in order to provide a solid
foundation for further research.Authored by James Crawford, the ninth edition
further secures the work as the essential international law text for students and
practitioners.NEW TO THIS EDITIONDecisions of the International Court (e.g.
Whaling in the Antarctic; the Marshall Islands cases; Peru v Chile; Somalia v Kenya;
Costa Rica v Nicaragua; Bolivia v Chile)Recent decisions on the law of the sea and
the status of islands (Arctic Sunrise; Croatia/Slovenia; South China Sea;
Bangladesh/India; Ghana/Ivory Coast; Timor Leste/Australia (Conciliation))Decisions
of senior national courts in the US (e.g. Bank Markazi v Peterson; Daimler AG v
Bauman; Jesner v Arab Bank; Kiobel v Royal Dutch Petroleum), the UK (e.g. AlSaadoon v SSD; Belhaj v Straw; Freedom and Justice Party; Rahmatullah; Miller v
Secretary of State for Exiting the European Union; Benkharbouche v Sudan), the
Netherlands (Mothers of Srebrenica; Urgenda Foundation), the Russian Federation
(Anchukov & Gladkov v Russia) and elsewhereRecent ILC work (including
Conclusions on Identification of Customary International Law, and Subsequent
Practice in relation to the Interpretation of Treaties)Plus discussion of
developments in the fields of climate change, diplomatic asylum (the Assange
stand-off), international criminal law and the ICC, immunities of senior state
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officials, investment arbitration, corporate social responsibility, and the use of
force by and against non-state actors.This title is available as an eBook. Please
contact your Sales and Learning Resource Consultant for more information.

Is International Law International?
This volume brings together a broad range of articles on international law and
foreign investment which together provide a contemporary overview of the diverse
range of issues and perspectives which continue to exercise policy-makers and
scholars alike. Central to this collection is the tension between market-oriented
reforms on the one hand, raising issues of market access and protection of
investors, and corporate social responsibility discourses on the other, raising
concerns about environmental protection and respect for human and labour rights.
Regional perspectives on these issues reveal differing priorities and approaches.

International Law
The Rule of Law in International Affairs
The dazzling culture of the troubadours - the virtuosity of their songs, the subtlety
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of their exploration of love, and the glamorous international careers some
troubadours enjoyed - fascinated contemporaries and had a lasting influence on
European life and literature. Apart from the refined love songs for which the
troubadours are renowned, the tradition includes political and satirical poetry,
devotional lyrics and bawdy or zany poems. It is also in the troubadour song-books
that the only substantial collection of medieval lyrics by women is preserved. This
book offers a general introduction to the troubadours. Its sixteen newlycommissioned essays, written by leading scholars from Britain, the US, France,
Italy and Spain, trace the historical development and setting of troubadour song,
engage with the main trends in troubadour criticism, and examine the reception of
troubadour poetry. Appendices offer an invaluable guide to the troubadours, to
technical vocabulary, to research tools and to surviving manuscripts.

The Realist Tradition and Contemporary International Relations
The United States national-security establishment is vast, yet the United States has
failed to meet its initial objectives in almost every one of its major, post-World War
II conflicts. Of these troubled efforts, the US wars in Vietnam (1965-73), Iraq
(2003-11), and Afghanistan (2001-present) stand out for their endurance, resource
investment, human cost, and miscalculated decisions. Because overarching policy
goals are distant and open to interpretation, policymakers ground their decisions in
the immediate world of short-term objectives, salient tasks, policy constraints, and
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fixed time schedules. As a consequence, they exaggerate the benefits of their
preferred policies, ignore the accompanying costs and requirements, and
underappreciate the benefits of alternatives. In Planning to Fail, James H. Lebovic
argues that a profound myopia helps explain US decision-making failures. In each
of the wars explored in this book, he identifies four stages of intervention. First and
foremost, policymakers chose unwisely to go to war. After the fighting began, they
inadvisably sought to extend or expand the mission. Next, they pursued the
mission, in abbreviated form, to suboptimal effect. Finally, they adapted the
mission to exit from the conflict. Lebovic argues that US leaders were effectively
planning to fail whatever their hopes and thoughts were at the time the
intervention began. Decision-makers struggled less than they should have, even
when conditions allowed for good choices. Then, when conditions on the ground
left them with only bad choices, they struggled furiously and more than could ever
matter. Policymakers allowed these wars to sap available capabilities, push US
forces to the breaking point, and exhaust public support. They finally settled for
terms of departure that they (or their predecessors) would have rejected at the
start of these conflicts. Offering a far-ranging and detailed analysis, this book
identifies an unmistakable pattern of failure and highlights lessons we can learn
from it.
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