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Christopher Hitchens and His Critics
'For the sake of argument, one must never let a euphemism or a false consolation
pass uncontested. The truth seldom lies, but when it does lie it lies somewhere in
Page 1/30

Where To Download Book Arguably Essays By Christopher Hitchens
English
between.'. The global turmoil of the last few years has severely tested every
analyst and commentator. Few have written with such insight as Christopher
Hitchens about the large events - or with such discernment and with about the
small tell-tale signs of a disordered culture. For the Sake of Argument ranges from
the political squalor of Washington, as a beleaguered Bush administration seeks
desperately to stave off disaster and Clinton prepares for power, to the twilight of
Stalinism in Prague; from the Jewish quarter of Damascus in the aftermath of the
Gulf War to the embattled barrios of Central America and the imperishable
resistance of Saralevo, as a difficult peace is negotiated with ruthless foes.
Hitchens' unsparing account of Western realpolitik in the end shows it to rest on
delusion as well as deception. The reader will find in these pages outstanding
essays on political asassination in America as well as a scathing review of the
evisceration of politics by pollsters and spin-doctors. Hitchens' knowledge of the
tortuous history of revolutions in the twentieth century helps him to explain both
the New York intelligentsia's flirtation with Trotskyism and the frailty of Communist
power structures in Eastern Europe. Hitchens' pointed reassessments of Graham
Greene, P.G. Wodehouse and C.L.R. James, or his riotous celebration of drinkiny
and smoking, display an engaging enthusiasm and an acerbic wit. Equally
entertaining is his unsparing rogues' gallery, which gives us unforgettable portraits
of the lugubrious 'Dr'Kissinger, the comprehensively reactionary 'Mother' Teresa,
the preposterous Paul Johnson and the predictable P.J. O'Rourke.
Page 2/30

Where To Download Book Arguably Essays By Christopher Hitchens
English
Fahrenheit 451
"I did not, I wish to state, become a journalist because there was no other
‘profession' that would have me. I became a journalist because I did not want to
rely on newspapers for information." Love, Poverty and War: Journeys and Essays
showcases America's leading polemicist's rejection of consensus and cliché,
whether he's reporting from abroad in Indonesia, Kurdistan, Iraq, North Korea, or
Cuba, or when his pen is targeted mercilessly at the likes of William Clinton,
Mother Theresa ("a fanatic, a fundamentalist and a fraud"), the Dalai Lama, Noam
Chomsky, Mel Gibson and Michael Bloomberg. Hitchens began the nineties as a
"darling of the left" but has become more of an "unaffiliated radical" whose targets
include those on the "left," who he accuses of "fudging" the issue of military
intervention in the Balkans, Afghanistan and Iraq. Yet, as Hitchens shows in his
reportage, cultural and literary criticism, and opinion essays from the last decade,
he has not jumped ship and joined the right but is faithful to the internationalist,
contrarian and democratic ideals that have always informed his work.

The Four Horsemen
Presents an eyewitness account of the 2003 war in Iraq while arguing that the war
actually began in 1990 when Saddam Hussein invaded Kuwait, and discusses how
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the conflict has divided public opinion.

Decoding the Universe
The first-ever collection of essays by one of our most distinguished and distinctive
poets, Pulitzer Prize-winner and former Poet Laureate of the United States, Kay
Ryan Synthesizing Gravity gathers for the first time a thirty-year selection of Kay
Ryan’s probings into aesthetics, poetics, and the mind in pursuit of art. A bracing
collection of critical prose, book reviews, and her private previously unpublished
soundings of poems and poets— including Robert Frost, Stevie Smith, Marianne
Moore, William Bronk, and Emily Dickinson— Synthesizing Gravity bristles with
Ryan’s crisp wit, her keen off-kilter insights, and her appetite and appreciation for
the genuine. Among essays like “Radiantly Indefensible,” “Notes on the Danger of
Notebooks,” and “The Abrasion of Loneliness,” are piquant pieces on the virtues of
emptiness, forgetfulness and other under-loved concepts. Edited and with an
introduction by Christian Wiman, this generous collection of Ryan’s distinctive
thinking gives us a surprising look into the mind of an American master.

Why Orwell Matters
Calling upon personal testimony and documents released under the Freedom of
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Information Act, chronicles the life of Henry Kissinger, linking him to events
including the war in Indochina and genocide in East Timor.

Blood, Class and Empire
By any standard, the United States is the most violent nation in the industrialized
world. To find comparable levels of interpersonal violence, one must look to
nations in the midst of civil war. Most observers of modern American violence do
not consider the historical roots of current levels of violence, preferring to criticize
American liberalism, permissive child-rearing practices, and excessive greed and
individualism as the sources of the problem. This collection of original essays
examines the role of violence in America's past, exploring its history and
development, from slave patrols in the Colonial South to gun ownership in the
twentieth century. Contributors examine both individual acts, such as domestic
violence, murder, dueling, frontier vigilantism, and rape, and group and state-led
acts such as lynchings, slave uprisings, rifle clubs, legal sanctions of heterosexual
aggression, and invasive medical experiments on women's bodies. Contributors
include Jeff Adler, Bruce Baird, Robert Dykstra, Lee Chambers-Schiller, Philip J.
Cook, Laura Edwards, Uche Egemonye, Nicole Etcheson, Evan Haefeli, Sally
Hadden, Paula Hinton, Arthur L. Kellermann, Laura McCall, Kate Nickerson, Mary
Odem, Craig Pascoe, John C. Pettegrew, Junius P. Rodriguez, and Andrea Tone,
Christopher Waldrep.
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Love, Poverty, and War
At Westish College, a small school on the shore of Lake Michigan, baseball star
Henry Skrimshander seems destined for big league stardom. But when a routine
throw goes disastrously off course, the fates of five people are upended. Henry's
fight against self-doubt threatens to ruin his future. College president Guert
Affenlight, a longtime bachelor, has fallen unexpectedly and helplessly in love.
Owen Dunne, Henry's gay roommate and teammate, becomes caught up in a
dangerous affair. Mike Schwartz, the Harpooners' team captain and Henry's best
friend, realizes he has guided Henry's career at the expense of his own. And Pella
Affenlight, Guert's daughter, returns to Westish after escaping an ill-fated
marriage, determined to start a new life. As the season counts down to its climactic
final game, these five are forced to confront their deepest hopes, anxieties, and
secrets. In the process they forge new bonds, and help one another find their true
paths. Written with boundless intelligence and filled with the tenderness of youth,
The Art of Fielding is an expansive, warmhearted novel about ambition and its
limits, about family and friendship and love, and about commitment--to oneself
and to others.

Prepared for the Worst
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The author of Why Orwell Matters demonstrates how Thomas Paine's Declaration
of the Rights of Man, first published in 1791, a passionate defense of the
inalienable rights of humankind, forms the philosophical cornerstone of the United
States of America, in an engaging critical work. Reprint.

Civilized to Death
A New York Times Notable Book of 2011 A Publisher's Weekly Top 10 Book of 2011
A Kirkus Reviews Top 25 Best Fiction of 2011 Title One of Library Journal's Best
Books of 2011 A Salon Best Fiction of 2011 title One of The Telegraph's Best Fiction
Books of the Year 2011 It's the early 1980s—the country is in a deep recession,
and life after college is harder than ever. In the cafés on College Hill, the wised-up
kids are inhaling Derrida and listening to Talking Heads. But Madeleine Hanna,
dutiful English major, is writing her senior thesis on Jane Austen and George Eliot,
purveyors of the marriage plot that lies at the heart of the greatest English novels.
As Madeleine tries to understand why "it became laughable to read writers like
Cheever and Updike, who wrote about the suburbia Madeleine and most of her
friends had grown up in, in favor of reading the Marquis de Sade, who wrote about
deflowering virgins in eighteenth-century France," real life, in the form of two very
different guys, intervenes. Leonard Bankhead—charismatic loner, college
Darwinist, and lost Portland boy—suddenly turns up in a semiotics seminar, and
soon Madeleine finds herself in a highly charged erotic and intellectual relationship
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with him. At the same time, her old "friend" Mitchell Grammaticus—who's been
reading Christian mysticism and generally acting strange—resurfaces, obsessed
with the idea that Madeleine is destined to be his mate. Over the next year, as the
members of the triangle in this amazing, spellbinding novel graduate from college
and enter the real world, events force them to reevaluate everything they learned
in school. Leonard and Madeleine move to a biology Laboratory on Cape Cod, but
can't escape the secret responsible for Leonard's seemingly inexhaustible energy
and plunging moods. And Mitchell, traveling around the world to get Madeleine out
of his mind, finds himself face-to-face with ultimate questions about the meaning
of life, the existence of God, and the true nature of love. Are the great love stories
of the nineteenth century dead? Or can there be a new story, written for today and
alive to the realities of feminism, sexual freedom, prenups, and divorce? With
devastating wit and an abiding understanding of and affection for his characters,
Jeffrey Eugenides revives the motivating energies of the Novel, while creating a
story so contemporary and fresh that it reads like the intimate journal of our own
lives.

The Art of Fielding
In No One Left to Lie To, Christopher Hitchens portrays President Bill Clinton as one
of the most ideologically skewed and morally negligent politicians of recent times.
In a blistering polemic which shows that Clinton was at once philanderer and
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philistine, crooked and corrupt, Hitchens challenges perceptions - of liberals and
conservatives alike - of this highly divisive figure. With blistering wit and
meticulous documentation, Hitchens masterfully deconstructs Clinton's abject
propensity for pandering to the Left while delivering to the Right and argues that
the president's personal transgressions were inseparable from his political
corruption.

The Portable Atheist
"But What If We're Wrong? visualizes the contemporary world as it will appear to
those who'll perceive it as the distant past"--

For the Sake of Argument
In this unique biography of Thomas Jefferson, leading journalist and social critic
Christopher Hitchens offers a startlingly new and provocative interpretation of our
Founding Father. Situating Jefferson within the context of America's evolution and
tracing his legacy over the past two hundred years, Hitchens brings the character
of Jefferson to life as a man of his time and also as a symbolic figure beyond it.
Conflicted by power, Jefferson wrote the Declaration of Independence and acted as
Minister to France yet yearned for a quieter career in the Virginia legislature.
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Predicting that slavery would shape the future of America's development, this
professed proponent of emancipation elided the issue in the Declaration and
continued to own human property. An eloquent writer, he was an awkward public
speaker; a reluctant candidate, he left an indelible presidential legacy. Jefferson's
statesmanship enabled him to negotiate the Louisiana Purchase with France,
doubling the size of the nation, and he authorized the Lewis and Clark expedition,
opening up the American frontier for exploration and settlement. Hitchens also
analyzes Jefferson's handling of the Barbary War, a lesser-known chapter of his
political career, when his attempt to end the kidnapping and bribery of Americans
by the Barbary states, and the subsequent war with Tripoli, led to the building of
the U.S. navy and the fortification of America's reputation regarding national
defense. In the background of this sophisticated analysis is a large historical
drama: the fledgling nation's struggle for independence, formed in the crucible of
the eighteenth-century Enlightenment, and, in its shadow, the deformation of that
struggle in the excesses of the French Revolution. This artful portrait of a formative
figure and a turbulent era poses a challenge to anyone interested in American
history -- or in the ambiguities of human nature.

A Collection of Essays
Includes never-before-collected quotes from the controversial best-selling author
on hundreds of subjects--from atheism and alcoholism to Iraq and George Orwell.
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No Passion Spent
Introduces information theory, explaining how theorists believe that information is
a fundamental element of the physical world and can offer insights into physics,
the nature of space and time, and the creation of the universe.

The Quotable Hitchens
A celebration of Percy Shelley's assertion that 'poets are the unacknowledged
legislators of the world', these thirty-plus essays on writers from Oscar Wilde to
Salman Rushdie dispel the myth of politics as a stone tied to the neck of literature;
Norman Podhoretz's 'bloody crossroads'. Instead Hitchens argues that when all
parties in the state were agreed on a matter, it was the individual pens that
created the space for a true moral argument.

Letters to a Young Contrarian
"Hitchens presents a George Orwell fit for the twenty-first century." --Boston Globe
In this widely acclaimed biographical essay, the masterful polemicist Christopher
Hitchens assesses the life, the achievements, and the myth of the great political
writer and participant George Orwell. True to his contrarian style, Hitchens is both
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admiring and aggressive, sympathetic yet critical, taking true measure of his
subject as hero and problem. Answering both the detractors and the false
claimants, Hitchens tears down the façade of sainthood erected by the
hagiographers and rebuts the critics point by point. He examines Orwell and his
perspectives on fascism, empire, feminism, and Englishness, as well as his outlook
on America, a country and culture toward which he exhibited much ambivalence.
Whether thinking about empires or dictators, race or class, nationalism or popular
culture, Orwell's moral outlook remains indispensable in a world that has
undergone vast changes in the seven decades since his death. Combining the best
of Hitchens' polemical punch and intellectual elegance in a tightly woven and
subtle argument, this book addresses not only why Orwell matters today, but how
he will continue to matter in a future, uncertain world.

The Marriage Plot
Foran's book is IT: the definitive, detailed, intimate portrait of Mordecai Richler, the
lion of Canadian literature, and the turbulent, changing times that nurtured him. It
is also an extraordinary love story that lasted half a century. The first major
biography with access to family letters and archives. Mordecai Richler was an
outsized and outrageous novelist whose life reads like fiction. Mordecai Richler won
multiple Governor General's Literary Awards, the Giller Prize, the Commonwealth
Writers' Prize, among others, as well as many awards for his children's books. He
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also wrote Oscar-nominated screenplays. His influence was larger than life in
Canada and abroad. In Mordecai, award-winning novelist and journalist Charlie
Foran brings to the page the richness of Mordecai's life as young bohemian,
irreverent writer, passionate and controversial Canadian, loyal friend and deeply
romantic lover. He explores Mordecai's distraught childhood, and gives us the
"portrait of a marriage" -- the lifelong love affair with Florence, with Mordecai as
beloved father of five. The portrait is alive and intimate -- warts and all.

Extraordinary Canadians: Maurice Richard
Martin Amis is one of the most gifted and innovative writers of our time. With
Experience, he discloses a private life every bit as unique and fascinating as his
bestselling novels. The son of the great comic novelist Kingsley Amis, Martin Amis
explores his relationship with this father and writes about the various crises of
Kingsley's life. He also examines the life and legacy of his cousin, Lucy Partington,
who was abducted and murdered by one of Britain’s most notorious serial killers.
Experience also deconstructs the changing literary scene, including Amis' portraits
of Saul Bellow, Salman Rushdie, Allan Bloom, Philip Larkin, and Robert Graves,
among others. Not since Nabokov's Speak, Memory has such an implausible life
been recorded by such an inimitable talent. Profound, witty, and ruthlessly honest,
Experience is a literary event.
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Unhitched: The Trial of Christopher Hitchens
Presents excerpts on the subject of religion from the writings of such notable nonbelievers as John Stuart Mill, Karl Marx, Charles Darwin, Mark Twain, H. L. Mencken,
Albert Einstein, Richard Dawkins, and Salman Rushdie.

The Trial of Henry Kissinger
The New York Times bestselling coauthor of Sex at Dawn explores the ways in
which “progress” has perverted the way we live—how we eat, learn, feel, mate,
parent, communicate, work, and die—in this “engaging, extensively documented,
well-organized, and thought-provoking” (Booklist) book. Most of us have instinctive
evidence the world is ending—balmy December days, face-to-face conversation
replaced with heads-to-screens zomboidism, a world at constant war, a political
system in disarray. We hear some myths and lies so frequently that they feel like
truths: Civilization is humankind’s greatest accomplishment. Progress is
undeniable. Count your blessings. You’re lucky to be alive here and now. Well,
maybe we are and maybe we aren’t. Civilized to Death counters the idea that
progress is inherently good, arguing that the “progress” defining our age is
analogous to an advancing disease. Prehistoric life, of course, was not without
serious dangers and disadvantages. Many babies died in infancy. A broken bone,
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infected wound, snakebite, or difficult pregnancy could be life-threatening. But
ultimately, Christopher Ryan questions, were these pre-civilized dangers more
murderous than modern scourges, such as car accidents, cancers, cardiovascular
disease, and a technologically prolonged dying process? Civilized to Death “will
make you see our so-called progress in a whole new light” (Book Riot) and adds to
the timely conversation that “the way we have been living is no longer sustainable,
at least as long as we want to the earth to outlive us” (Psychology Today). Ryan
makes the claim that we should start looking backwards to find our way into a
better future.

Mordecai
Since the end of the Cold War so-called experts have been predicting the eclipse of
America's "special relationship" with Britain. But as events have shown, especially
in the wake of 9/11, the political and cultural ties between America and Britain
have grown stronger. Blood, Class and Empire examines the dynamics of this
relationship, its many cultural manifestations—the James Bond series, PBS "brit
Kitsch," Rudyard Kipling—and explains why it still persists. Contrarian, essayist and
polemicist Christopher Hitchens notes that while the relationship is usually
presented as a matter of tradition, manners, and common culture, sanctified by
wartime alliance, the special ingredient is empire; transmitted from an ancien
regime that has tried to preserve and renew itself thereby. England has attempted
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to play Greece to the American Rome, but ironically having encouraged the United
States to become an equal partner in the business of empire, Britain found itself
supplanted.

A Long Short War
Describes the life of the English American author and journalist who was a
prominent public intellectual who wrote about his theophobia and how he was
equally fascinated and repulsed by both the Left and the Right as revolutionary
forces. Original. 15,000 first printing.

Arguably
In this bestselling compilation of essays, written in the clear-eyed, uncompromising
language for which he is famous, Orwell discusses with vigor such diverse subjects
as his boyhood schooling, the Spanish Civil War, Henry Miller, British imperialism,
and the profession of writing.

Black Lamb and Grey Falcon
Why does public management-the art of the state-so often go wrong, producing
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failure and fiasco instead of public service? What are the different ways in which
control or regulation can be applied to government? Why do we find contradictory
recipes for the improvement of public services? Arethe forces of modernity set to
produce worldwide convergence in ways of organizing government? This important
new study aims to explore such questions, central to current debates over public
management. Combining contemporary and historical experience, it employs
grid/group cultural theory as anorganizing frame and method of exploration. Using
examples from different places and eras, the study seeks to identify the recurring
variety of ideas about how to organize public services. And contrary to widespread
claims that modernization will bring a new global uniformity, it argues thatvariety
is unlikely to disappear from doctrine and practice in public management.

Experience
On June 8, 2010, while on a book tour for his bestselling memoir, Hitch-22,
Christopher Hitchens was stricken in his New York hotel room with excruciating
pain in his chest and thorax. As he would later write in the first of a series of awardwinning columns for Vanity Fair, he suddenly found himself being deported "from
the country of the well across the stark frontier that marks off the land of malady."
Over the next eighteen months, until his death in Houston on December 15, 2011,
he wrote constantly and brilliantly on politics and culture, astonishing readers with
his capacity for superior work even in extremis. Throughout the course of his
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ordeal battling esophageal cancer, Hitchens adamantly and bravely refused the
solace of religion, preferring to confront death with both eyes open. In this riveting
account of his affliction, Hitchens poignantly describes the torments of illness,
discusses its taboos, and explores how disease transforms experience and changes
our relationship to the world around us. By turns personal and philosophical,
Hitchens embraces the full panoply of human emotions as cancer invades his body
and compels him to grapple with the enigma of death. MORTALITY is the
exemplary story of one man's refusal to cower in the face of the unknown, as well
as a searching look at the human predicament. Crisp and vivid, veined throughout
with penetrating intelligence, Hitchens's testament is a courageous and lucid work
of literature, an affirmation of the dignity and worth of man.

Thomas Paine's Rights of Man
From a "born storyteller" (Seattle Times), this playful and moving bestselling book
of essays invites us into the miraculous and transcendent moments of everyday
life. When Brian Doyle passed away at the age of sixty after a bout with brain
cancer, he left behind a cult-like following of devoted readers who regard his
writing as one of the best-kept secrets of the twenty-first century. Doyle writes
with a delightful sense of wonder about the sanctity of everyday things, and about
love and connection in all their forms: spiritual love, brotherly love, romantic love,
and even the love of a nine-foot sturgeon. At a moment when the world can
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sometimes feel darker than ever, Doyle's writing, which constantly evokes the
humor and even bliss that life affords, is a balm. His essays manage to find, again
and again, exquisite beauty in the quotidian, whether it's the awe of a child the
first time she hears a river, or a husband's whiskers that a grieving widow misses
seeing in her sink every morning. Through Doyle's eyes, nothing is dull. David
James Duncan sums up Doyle's sensibilities best in his introduction to the
collection: "Brian Doyle lived the pleasure of bearing daily witness to quiet glories
hidden in people, places and creatures of little or no size, renown, or commercial
value, and he brought inimitably playful or soaring or aching or heartfelt language
to his tellings." A life's work, One Long River of Song invites readers to experience
joy and wonder in ordinary moments that become, under Doyle's rapturous and
exuberant gaze, extraordinary.

Christopher Hitchens: The Last Interview
"The gripping articles collected in Classic Krakauer--originally published in
magazines such as The New Yorker, Outside, and Smithsonian--show why he is
considered a standard-bearer of modern journalism. Spanning an extraordinary
range of subjects and locations, these pieces take us from a horrifying avalanche
on Mount Everest to a volcano poised to obliterate a big chunk of Seattle; from a
wilderness teen-therapy program run by apparent sadists to an otherworldly cave
in New Mexico, studied by NASA to better understand Mars; from the notebook of
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one Fred Beckey, who catalogued the greatest unclimbed mountaineering routes
on the planet, to the last days of legendary surfer Mark Foo. Rigorously researched
and vividly written, marked by an unerring instinct for storytelling and scoop, these
pieces are unified by the author's ambivalent love affair with unruly landscapes
and his relentless search for truth"--

Moral Minority
A fireman in charge of burning books meets a revolutionary school teacher who
dares to read. Depicts a future world in which all printed reading material is
burned.

The Christopher Hitchens 4-Book Collection
"Christopher Hitchens is the greatest essayist in the English language."
—Christopher Buckley Christopher Hitchens has long been considered on of the
most compelling and intelligent writers and orators on our time. In this four-volume
eBook bundle, no subject is left unconsidered in Hitchens's hands: from the case
against god and religion in God Is Not Great; to various "Amusements,
Annoyances, and Disappointments" in Arguably -- the Ten Commandments, the
concept of "funny"; from a memoir tracing his storied life in Hitch-22 to a raw and
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honest meditation on life and death in Mortality, his last book before his death in
2011. Provocative and perceptive, unabashed and polemical, The Christopher
Hitchens 4-Book Ebook Collection is the essential reader for any Hitchens fan. GOD
IS NOT GREAT: HOW RELIGION POISONS EVERYTHING HITCH-22: A MEMOIR
ARGUABLY: ESSAYS MORTALITY

Classic Krakauer
Christopher Hitchens is widely recognized as having been one of the liveliest and
most influential of contemporary political analysts. Prepared for the Worst is a
collection of the best of his essays of the 1980s published on both sides of the
Atlantic. These essays confirmed his reputation as a bold commentator combining
intellectual tenacity with mordant wit, whether he was writing about the intrigues
of Reagan's Washington, a popular novel, the work of Tom Paine, the man George
Orwell, or reporting (with sympathy as well as toughness) from Beirut or Bombay,
Warsaw or Managua.

Unacknowledged Legislation
“If someone says I’m doing this out of faith, I say, Why don’t you do it out of
conviction?” —CHRISTOPHER HITCHENS One of his generation’s greatest public
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intellectuals, and perhaps its fiercest, Christopher Hitchens was a brilliant interview
subject. This collection—which spans from his early prominence as a hero of the
Left to his controversial support for the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan toward the
end of his life— showcases Hitch’s trademark wit on subjects as diverse as his
mistrust of the media, his love of literature, his dislike of the Clintons, and his
condemnation of all things religious. Beginning with an introduction and tribute
from his longtime friend Stephen Fry, this collection culminates in Hitchens’s
fearless final interview with Richard Dawkins, which shows a man as unafraid of
death as he was of everything in life.

Mortality
Christopher Hitchens, described in the London Observer as “one of the most
prolific, as well as brilliant, journalists of our time” takes on his biggest subject
yet–the increasingly dangerous role of religion in the world. In the tradition of
Bertrand Russell’s Why I Am Not a Christian and Sam Harris’s recent bestseller,
The End Of Faith, Christopher Hitchens makes the ultimate case against religion.
With a close and erudite reading of the major religious texts, he documents the
ways in which religion is a man-made wish, a cause of dangerous sexual
repression, and a distortion of our origins in the cosmos. With eloquent clarity,
Hitchens frames the argument for a more secular life based on science and reason,
in which hell is replaced by the Hubble Telescope’s awesome view of the universe,
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and Moses and the burning bush give way to the beauty and symmetry of the
double helix. From the Hardcover edition.

Thomas Jefferson
Born in 1921 into a working-class family, Maurice Richard came of age as a French
Canadian and athlete during an era when the majority population of Quebec
slumbered. A proud, reticent man, Richard aspired only to score goals and win
championships for the Montreal Canadiens. But he represented far more than a
high-scoring forward who filled seats in NHL arenas. Beginning with his 50-goal,
50-game season in 1944-45 and through his battles with the league over bigotry
toward French-Canadian players, Richard's on-ice ferocity and off-ice dignity
echoed the change in Quebec. The March 1955 “Richard Riot,” in which fans went
on a rampage to protest his suspension, contained the seeds of transformation. By
the time Richard retired in 1960, Quebec had begun to reinvent itself as a modern,
secular society. Author Charles Foran argues that the province's passionate
identification with Richard's success and struggles emboldened its people and
changed Canada irrevocably.

But what If We're Wrong?
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"At the dawn of the new atheist movement, the thinkers who became known as
"the four horsemen," the heralds of religion's unravelling--Christopher Hitchens,
Richard Dawkins, Sam Harris, and Daniel Dennett--sat down over cocktails for a
filmed discussion. The video of the enthralling, path breaking evening that followed
was released on YouTube and soon went viral. This is intellectual inquiry at its
best: sincere and probing, funny and unpredictable, reminding us just how varied
and colorful the threads of modern atheism are. Now, this landmark event is being
published for the first time. The living participants, Dawkins, Harris, and Dennett,
have all contributed new material to mark the evolution of their own thinking and
highlight particularly resonant aspects of this epic exchange. Each of these men
contends with the most fundamental questions of human existence as they
challenge each other to articulate their own stance on god and religion, cultural
criticism, spirituality without religion, debate with people of faith, and living an
ethical life"--

Synthesizing Gravity
Shares the author's impressions of Yugoslavia, and describes the history of the
region and the sources of its political problems

One Long River of Song
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The seminal, uncollected essays—lauded as “dazzling” (The New York Times Book
Review)—by the late Christopher Hitchens, author of the #1 New York Times
bestseller God Is Not Great, showcase the notorious contrarian’s genius for rhetoric
and his sharp rebukes to tyrants and the ill-informed everywhere. For more than
forty years, Christopher Hitchens delivered essays to numerous publications on
both sides of the Atlantic that were astonishingly wide-ranging and provocative.
His death in December 2011 from esophageal cancer prematurely silenced a voice
that was among the most admired of contemporary voices—writers, readers,
pundits and critics the world over mourned his loss. At the time of his death,
Hitchens left nearly 250,000 words of essays not yet published in book form.
“Another great book of essays from a writer who we wish were still alive to produce
more copy” (National Review), And Yet… ranges from the literary to the political
and is a banquet of entertaining and instructive delights, including essays on
Orwell, Lermontov, Chesterton, Fleming, Naipaul, Rushdie, Orhan Pamuk, and
Dickens, among others, as well as his laugh-out-loud self-mocking “makeover.” The
range and quality of Hitchens’s essays transcend the particular occasions for which
they were originally written, yielding “a bounty of famous scalps, thunder-blasted
targets, and a few love letters from the notorious provocateur-in-chief’s erudite
and scathing assessments of American culture” (Vanity Fair). Often prescient,
always pugnacious, formidably learned, Hitchens was a polemicist for the ages.
With this posthumous volume, he remains, “America’s foremost rhetorical pugilist”
(The Village Voice).
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The Art of the State
In her lively refutation of modern claims about America's religious origins, Brooke
Allen looks back at the late eighteenth century and shows decisively that the
United States was founded not on Christian principles at all but on Enlightenment
ideas. Enlivened by generous portions of the founders' own incomparable prose,
Moral Minority makes an impassioned and scintillating contribution to the ongoing
debate more heated now than ever before over the separation of church and state
and the role (or lack thereof) of religion in government."

God Is Not Great
"All first-rate criticism first defines what we are confronting," the late, great jazz
critic Whitney Balliett once wrote. By that measure, the essays of Christopher
Hitchens are in the first tier. For nearly four decades, Hitchens has been telling us,
in pitch-perfect prose, what we confront when we grapple with first principles-the
principles of reason and tolerance and skepticism that define and inform the
foundations of our civilization-principles that, to endure, must be defended anew
by every generation. "A short list of the greatest living conversationalists in
English," said The Economist, "would probably have to include Christopher
Hitchens, Sir Patrick Leigh-Fermor, and Sir Tom Stoppard. Great brilliance, fantastic
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powers of recall, and quick wit are clearly valuable in sustaining conversation at
these cosmic levels. Charm may be helpful, too." Hitchens-who staunchly declines
all offers of knighthood-hereby invites you to take a seat at a democratic
conversation, to be engaged, and to be reasoned with. His knowledge is
formidable, an encyclopedic treasure, and yet one has the feeling, reading him, of
hearing a person thinking out loud, following the inexorable logic of his thought,
wherever it might lead, unafraid to expose fraudulence, denounce injustice, and
excoriate hypocrisy. Legions of readers, admirers and detractors alike, have
learned to read Hitchens with something approaching awe at his felicity of
language, the oxygen in every sentence, the enviable wit and his readiness, even
eagerness, to fight a foe or mount the ramparts. Here, he supplies fresh
perceptions of such figures as varied as Charles Dickens, Karl Marx, Rebecca West,
George Orwell, J.G. Ballard, and Philip Larkin are matched in brilliance by his
pungent discussions and intrepid observations, gathered from a lifetime of
traveling and reporting from such destinations as Iran, China, and Pakistan.
Hitchens's directness, elegance, lightly carried erudition, critical and psychological
insight, humor, and sympathy-applied as they are here to a dazzling variety of
subjects-all set a standard for the essayist that has rarely been matched in our
time. What emerges from this indispensable volume is an intellectual self-portrait
of a writer with an exemplary steadiness of purpose and a love affair with the
delights and seductions of the English language, a man anchored in a profound
and humane vision of the human longing for reason and justice.
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No One Left to Lie To
This is an extraordinary collection of essays by one of this country's most exciting
and dramatic thinkers.The essays span a considerable time. But they turn on a
central, compelling theme. What is meant by reading a serious text at a time when
theories of language and literature question the very possibility of any agreed
meaning, and at a time when new technologies seem likely to replace books as we
have known them since Gutenberg. This question is brought to bear deliberately on
the touchstone examples: the Bible, Homer, Shakespeare. Also on Kierkegaard and
Kafka. The closely-meshed collection ends with a series of essays on the
philosophic-theological underwriting of communication, with particular reference to
what language tells us of Socrates and of Jesus. These essays by George Steiner,
distinguished critic and Extraordinary Fellow at Churchill College, Cambridge, seek
to conjoin the themes argued in such books as The Death of Tragedy, Language
and Silence, After Babel and Real Presences. They speak of a profound, if
sometimes troubled, joy.

And Yet
"Art of Mentoring" seriesIn the book that he was born to write, provocateur and
best-selling author Christopher Hitchens inspires future generations of radicals,
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gadflies, mavericks, rebels, angry young (wo)men, and dissidents. Who better to
speak to that person who finds him or herself in a contrarian position than
Hitchens, who has made a career of disagreeing in profound and entertaining
ways. This book explores the entire range of "contrary positions"-from noble
dissident to gratuitous pain in the butt. In an age of overly polite debate bending
over backward to reach a happy consensus within an increasingly centrist political
dialogue, Hitchens pointedly pitches himself in contrast. He bemoans the loss of
the skills of dialectical thinking evident in contemporary society. He understands
the importance of disagreement-to personal integrity, to informed discussion, to
true progress-heck, to democracy itself. Epigrammatic, spunky, witty, in your face,
timeless and timely, this book is everything you would expect from a mentoring
contrarian.
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