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Between Slavery and Capitalism
"Account of of the slave trade and its lasting effects
on modern life, based on the history of the Eastern
Seaboard of North America, the Caribbean, Africa, and
what is now Great Britain"--

Slavery And Freedom
This collection examines slavery and its relationship
to international capital during the nineteenth century.
With thematic chapters and case studies written by
an international array of contributors, this volume
analyzes the historiography of Atlantic slavery and
investigates the slave economies of the US South,
Cuba, and Brazil.

The Haitian Revolution
Publisher description for Slavery, capitalism, and
politics in the antebellum Republic / John Ashworth

The Economy of Early America
In this thoughtful book, Dale W. Tomich explores the
contested relationship between slavery and
capitalism. Tracing slavery's integral role in the
formation of a capitalist world economy, he
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reinterprets the development of the world economy
through the "prism of slavery." Through a sustained
critique of Marxism, world-systems theory, and new
economic history, Tomich develops an original
conceptual framework for answering theoretical and
historical questions about the nexus between slavery
and the world economy. The author explores how
particular slave systems were affected by their
integration into the world market, the international
division of labor, and the interstate system. He further
examines the ways that the particular "local" histories
of such slave regimes illuminate processes of world
economic change. His deft use of specific New World
examples of slave production as local sites of global
transformation highlights the influence of specific
geographies and local agency in shaping different
slave zones. Tomich's cogent analysis of the struggles
over the organization of work and labor discipline in
the French West Indian colony of Martinique vividly
illustrates the ways that day-to-day resistance altered
the relationship between master and slave,
precipitated crises in sugar cultivation, and created
the local conditions for the transition to a post-slavery
economy and society.

Empire of Cotton
It is impossible to understand capitalism without
analyzing slavery, an institution that tied together
three world regions: Europe, the Americas, and Africa.
The exploitation of slave labor led to a form of protoglobalization in which violence was indispensable to
the production of wealth. Slavery also gave rise to a
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culture centered on the maximization of profit, one
that disregarded the exploited slave laborers, who
were not considered human beings but turned into
mere things owned by masters who would also own
the slaves’ descendants. Against the background of
this expanding circulation of capital and slave labor,
the first revolution in Latin America took place: the
Haitian Revolution, which began in 1791 and
culminated with Haiti’s declaration of independence in
1804. In addition to being the first, this revolution was
also the most radical and original, and perhaps for
this very reason the most forcefully repressed. Taking
the Haitian Revolution as a paradigmatic case, Grüner
shows that modernity is not a linear evolution from
the center to the periphery but rather a co-production
developed in the context of highly unequal power
relations where extreme forms of conquest and
exploitation were an essential part of capital
accumulation. He also shows that the Haitian
Revolution opened up a path to a different kind of
modernity, a ‘counter-modernity,’ a path on which
Latin America and the Caribbean have travelled ever
since. A classic work of critical theory from a Latin
American perspective, this book will be of great
interest to students and scholars of critical and
cultural theory and of Latin American history as well
as anyone concerned with the nature and global
impact of capitalism, colonialism and race.

Slavery, Capitalism and Politics in the
Antebellum Republic: Volume 2, The
Coming of the Civil War, 1850-1861
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Publisher description for Slavery, capitalism, and
politics in the antebellum Republic / John Ashworth

Slavery, Family, and Gentry Capitalism in
the British Atlantic
Annotation Eleven papers from a conference, held at
the U. of the West Indies in September 1996, which
was dedicated to reexamining the issues raised by
historian Williams' work on Caribbean slavery and
British capitalism. Among the topics explored are the
institutions that shaped Williams' views, the political
impact of his work, the role of within the changing
narrative of the Industrial Revolution, and the
economic basis of Britain's abolition of the slave trade
in the early 19th century. Annotation c. Book News,
Inc., Portland, OR (booknews.com).

Capitalism and Slavery Fifty Years Later
Not Made by Slaves describes the efforts of earlynineteenth-century businesses to end plantation
slavery by promoting commerce in "legitimate"
goods. Exploring the work of activists and businesses,
Bronwen Everill adds an important dimension to the
history of capitalism and its development under
slavery.

The Half Has Never Been Told
The proceedings of a conference on Caribbean slavery
and British capitalism are recorded in this volume.
Convened in 1984, the conference considered the
Page 5/26

Access Free Capitalism Slavery
scholarship of Eric Williams & his legacy in this field of
historical research.

Through the Prism of Slavery
In 1834 Virgil Stewart rode from western Tennessee
to a territory known as the “Arkansas morass” in
pursuit of John Murrell, a thief accused of stealing two
slaves. Stewart’s adventure led to a sensational trial
and a wildly popular published account that would
ultimately help trigger widespread violence during the
summer of 1835, when five men accused of being
professional gamblers were hanged in Vicksburg,
nearly a score of others implicated with a gang of
supposed slave thieves were executed in plantation
districts, and even those who tried to stop the
bloodshed found themselves targeted as dangerous
and subversive. Using Stewart’s story as his point of
entry, Joshua D. Rothman details why these events,
which engulfed much of central and western
Mississippi, came to pass. He also explains how the
events revealed the fears, insecurities, and anxieties
underpinning the cotton boom that made Mississippi
the most seductive and exciting frontier in the Age of
Jackson. As investors, settlers, slaves, brigands, and
fortune-hunters converged in what was then
America’s Southwest, they created a tumultuous
landscape that promised boundless opportunity and
spectacular wealth. Predicated on ruthless
competition, unsustainable debt, brutal exploitation,
and speculative financial practices that looked a lot
like gambling, this landscape also produced such
profound disillusionment and conflict that it contained
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the seeds of its own potential destruction. Rothman
sheds light on the intertwining of slavery and
capitalism in the period leading up to the Panic of
1837, highlighting the deeply American impulses
underpinning the evolution of the slave South and the
dizzying yet unstable frenzy wrought by economic
flush times. It is a story with lessons for our own day.
Published in association with the Library Company of
Philadelphia’s Program in African American History. A
Sarah Mills Hodge Fund Publication.

Not Made by Slaves
A searing portrait of the racial dynamics that lie
inescapably at the heart of our nation, told through
the turbulent history of the city of St. Louis. From
Lewis and Clark's 1804 expedition to the 2014
uprising in Ferguson, American history has been
made in St. Louis. And as Walter Johnson shows in this
searing book, the city exemplifies how imperialism,
racism, and capitalism have persistently entwined to
corrupt the nation's past. St. Louis was a staging post
for Indian removal and imperial expansion, and its
wealth grew on the backs of its poor black residents,
from slavery through redlining and urban renewal. But
it was once also America's most radical city, home to
anti-capitalist immigrants, the Civil War's first general
emancipation, and the nation's first general strike -- a
legacy of resistance that endures. A blistering history
of a city's rise and decline, The Broken Heart of
America will forever change how we think about the
United States.
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Climate Chaos and its Origins in Slavery
and Capitalism
Publisher description

Capitalism, Slavery, and Republican
Values
"Focuses on networks of people, information,
conveyances, and other resources and technologies
that moved slave-based products from suppliers to
buyers and users." (page 3) The book examines the
credit and financial systems that grew up around
trade in slaves and products made by slaves.

Slavery's Capitalism
"The epic story of the rise and fall of the empire of
cotton, its centrality in the world economy, and its
making and remaking of global capitalism. Sven
Beckert's rich, fascinating book tells the story of how,
in a remarkably brief period, European entrepreneurs
and powerful statesmen recast the world's most
significant manufacturing industry combining imperial
expansion and slave labor with new machines and
wage workers to change the world. Here is the story
of how, beginning well before the advent of machine
production in 1780, these men created a potent
innovation (Beckert calls it war capitalism, capitalism
based on unrestrained actions of private individuals;
the domination of masters over slaves, of colonial
capitalists over indigenous inhabitants), and crucially
affected the disparate realms of cotton that had
Page 8/26

Access Free Capitalism Slavery
existed for millennia. We see how this thing called
war capitalism shaped the rise of cotton, and then
was used as a lever to transform the world. The
empire of cotton was, from the beginning, a fulcrum
of constant global struggle between slaves and
planters, merchants and statesmen, farmers and
merchants, workers and factory owners. In this as in
so many other ways, Beckert makes clear how these
forces ushered in the modern world. The result is a
book as unsettling and disturbing as it is enlightening:
a book that brilliantly weaves together the story of
cotton with how the present global world came to
exist"--Résumé de l'éditeur.

Cul de Sac
During the nineteenth century, the United States
entered the ranks of the world's most advanced and
dynamic economies. At the same time, the nation
sustained an expansive and brutal system of human
bondage. This was no mere coincidence. Slavery's
Capitalism argues for slavery's centrality to the
emergence of American capitalism in the decades
between the Revolution and the Civil War. According
to editors Sven Beckert and Seth Rockman, the issue
is not whether slavery itself was or was not capitalist
but, rather, the impossibility of understanding the
nation's spectacular pattern of economic
development without situating slavery front and
center. American capitalism—renowned for its
celebration of market competition, private property,
and the self-made man—has its origins in an
American slavery predicated on the abhorrent notion
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that human beings could be legally owned and
compelled to work under force of violence. Drawing
on the expertise of sixteen scholars who are at the
forefront of rewriting the history of American
economic development, Slavery's Capitalism
identifies slavery as the primary force driving key
innovations in entrepreneurship, finance, accounting,
management, and political economy that are too
often attributed to the so-called free market.
Approaching the study of slavery as the originating
catalyst for the Industrial Revolution and modern
capitalism casts new light on American credit
markets, practices of offshore investment, and
understandings of human capital. Rather than seeing
slavery as outside the institutional structures of
capitalism, the essayists recover slavery's importance
to the American economic past and prompt enduring
questions about the relationship of market freedom to
human freedom. Contributors: Edward E. Baptist,
Sven Beckert, Daina Ramey Berry, Kathryn Boodry,
Alfred L. Brophy, Stephen Chambers, Eric Kimball,
John Majewski, Bonnie Martin, Seth Rockman, Daniel
B. Rood, Caitlin Rosenthal, Joshua D. Rothman, Calvin
Schermerhorn, Andrew Shankman, Craig Steven
Wilder.

From Slavery to Agrarian Capitalism in
the Cotton Plantation South
In recent years, scholars in a number of disciplines
have focused their attention on understanding the
early American economy. The result has been an
outpouring of scholarship, some of it dramatically
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revising older methodologies and findings, and some
of it charting entirely new territory&—new subjects,
new places, and new arenas of study that might not
have been considered &“economic&” in the past. The
Economy of Early America enters this resurgent
discussion of the early American economy by
showcasing the work of leading scholars who
represent a spectrum of historiographical and
methodological viewpoints. Contributors include
David Hancock, Russell Menard, Lorena Walsh,
Christopher Tomlins, David Waldstreicher, Terry
Bouton, Brooke Hunter, Daniel Dupre, John Majewski,
Donna Rilling, and Seth Rockman, as well as Cathy
Matson.

Slavery's Capitalism
This book calls into question the dominant paradigm
of the US slave family.

The Apocalypse of Settler Colonialism
Table of contents

Slavery, Family, and Gentry Capitalism in
the British Atlantic
The Routledge History of Nineteenth-Century America
provides an important overview of the main themes
within the study of the long nineteenth century. The
book explores major currents of research over the
past few decades to give an up-to-date synthesis of
nineteenth-century history. It shows how the century
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defined much of our modern world, focusing on
themes including: immigration, slavery and racism,
women's rights, literature and culture, and
urbanization. This collection reflects the state of the
field and will be essential reading for all those
interested in the development of the modern United
States.

Slavery, Capitalism, and Politics in the
Antebellum Republic: Volume 1,
Commerce and Compromise, 1820-1850
From the mid-seventeenth century to the 1830s,
successful gentry capitalists created an extensive
business empire centered on slavery in the West
Indies, but inter-linked with North America, Africa, and
Europe. S. D. Smith examines the formation of this
British Atlantic World from the perspective of
Yorkshire aristocratic families who invested in the
West Indies. At the heart of the book lies a case study
of the plantation-owning Lascelles and the
commercial and cultural network they created with
their associates. The Lascelles exhibited high levels of
business innovation and were accomplished risktakers, overcoming daunting obstacles to make
fortunes out of the New World. Dr Smith shows how
the family raised themselves first to super-merchant
status and then to aristocratic pre-eminence. He also
explores the tragic consequences for enslaved
Africans with chapters devoted to the slave
populations and interracial relations. This widely
researched book sheds new light on the networks and
the culture of imperialism.
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The Broken Heart of America
Why do people work for other people? This seemingly
naïve question is at the heart of Lordon's argument.
To complement Marx's partial answers, especially in
the face of the disconcerting spectacle of the
engaged, enthusiastic employee, Lordon brings to
bear a "Spinozist anthropology" that reveals the
fundamental role of affects and passions in the
employment relationship, reconceptualizing capitalist
exploitation as the capture and remolding of desire. A
thoroughly materialist reading of Spinoza's Ethics
allows Lordon to debunk all notions of individual
autonomy and self-determination while
simultaneously saving the ideas of political freedom
and liberation from capitalist exploitation. Willing
Slaves of Capital is a bold proposal to rethink
capitalism and its transcendence on the basis of the
contemporary experience of work.

Slavery in the American Mountain South
Caitlin Rosenthal explores quantitative management
practices on West Indian and Southern plantations,
showing how planter-capitalists built sophisticated
organizations and used complex accounting tools. By
demonstrating that business innovation can be a
byproduct of bondage Rosenthal further erodes the
false boundary between capitalism and slavery.

Christopher Columbus and the Afrikan
Holocaust
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'The Reinvention of Atlantic Slavery' explores how, in
an age of industry and abolition, ambitious planters in
the Upper US South, Cuba, and Brazil expanded
slavery by collaborating with a transnational group of
chemists, engineers, and other 'plantation experts' to
assist them in adapting the technologies of the
Industrial Revolution to suit 'tropical' needs

The African-American Family in Slavery
and Emancipation
Capitalism and Slavery

Accounting for Slavery
Climate Chaos provides readers the latest consensus
among international scientists on the cascading
impacts of climate change and the tipping points that
today threaten to irreversibly destroy the delicate
balance of the Earth’s ecosystems. The book argues
that deregulation and an expansion of fossil fuel
extraction have already tipped the planet towards a
climate that is out of control. This crisis will cause
massive human suffering when extreme weather,
pollution and disease lead to displacement, food and
water shortages, war, and possibly species extinction.
The repression of science creates an existential crisis
for humanity that has reached crisis proportions in
the twentieth-first century. The scale of the crisis has
prompted a call for geoengineering, large
interventions into the climate by technological
innovation. However, the history of colonialism and
slavery make the technological and monetary elites
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untrustworthy to solve this humanitarian and
planetary crisis. While the elites have always cast
certain groups of humanity as expendable, the
climate crisis makes a true humanist and egalitarian
movement based in human rights and dignity not only
aspirational but also existentially mandatory. The
crisis demands that we remake the world into a more
just and safe place for all the world’s people.

British Capitalism and Caribbean Slavery
Slavery's Capitalism explores the role of slavery in the
development of the U.S. economy during the first
decades of the nineteenth century. It tells the history
of slavery as a story of national, even global,
economic importance and investigates the role of
enslaved Americans in the building of the modern
world.

Four Futures
An in-depth examination of the economic and social
transition from slavery to capitalism during
Reconstruction At the center of the upheavals brought
by emancipation in the American South was the
economic and social transition from slavery to
modern capitalism. In Between Slavery and
Capitalism, Martin Ruef examines how this
institutional change affected individuals,
organizations, and communities in the late nineteenth
century, as blacks and whites alike learned to
navigate the shoals between two different economic
worlds. Analyzing trajectories among average
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Southerners, this is perhaps the most extensive
sociological treatment of the transition from slavery
since W.E.B. Du Bois's Black Reconstruction in
America. In the aftermath of the Civil War, uncertainty
was a pervasive feature of life in the South, affecting
the economic behavior and social status of former
slaves, Freedmen's Bureau agents, planters,
merchants, and politicians, among others.
Emancipation brought fundamental questions: How
should emancipated slaves be reimbursed in wage
contracts? What occupations and class positions
would be open to blacks and whites? What forms of
agricultural tenure could persist? And what paths to
economic growth would be viable? To understand the
escalating uncertainty of the postbellum era, Ruef
draws on a wide range of qualitative and quantitative
data, including several thousand interviews with
former slaves, letters, labor contracts, memoirs,
survey responses, census records, and credit reports.
Through a resolutely comparative approach, Between
Slavery and Capitalism identifies profound changes
between the economic institutions of the Old and New
South and sheds new light on how the legacy of
emancipation continues to affect political discourse
and race and class relations today.

American Capitalism
From the mid-seventeenth century to the 1830s,
successful gentry capitalists created an extensive
business empire centered on slavery in the West
Indies, but inter-linked with North America, Africa, and
Europe. S. D. Smith examines the formation of this
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British Atlantic World from the perspective of
Yorkshire aristocratic families who invested in the
West Indies. At the heart of the book lies a case study
of the plantation-owning Lascelles and the
commercial and cultural network they created with
their associates. The Lascelles exhibited high levels of
business innovation and were accomplished risktakers, overcoming daunting obstacles to make
fortunes out of the New World. Dr Smith shows how
the family raised themselves first to super-merchant
status and then to aristocratic pre-eminence. He also
explores the tragic consequences for enslaved
Africans with chapters devoted to the slave
populations and interracial relations. This widely
researched book sheds new light on the networks and
the culture of imperialism.

Flush Times and Fever Dreams
A groundbreaking, must-read history demonstrating
that America's economic supremacy was built on the
backs of slaves Americans tend to cast slavery as a
pre-modern institution -- the nation's original sin,
perhaps, but isolated in time and divorced from
America's later success. But to do so robs the millions
who suffered in bondage of their full legacy. As
historian Edward E. Baptist reveals in the prizewinning
The Half Has Never Been Told, the expansion of
slavery in the first eight decades after American
independence drove the evolution and modernization
of the United States. In the span of a single lifetime,
the South grew from a narrow coastal strip of wornout tobacco plantations to a continental cotton
Page 17/26

Access Free Capitalism Slavery
empire, and the United States grew into a modern,
industrial, and capitalist economy. Told through
intimate slave narratives, plantation records,
newspapers, and the words of politicians,
entrepreneurs, and escaped slaves, The Half Has
Never Been Told offers a radical new interpretation of
American history. Bloomberg View Top Ten Nonfiction
Books of 2014 Daily Beast Best Nonfiction Books of
2014 Winner of the 2015 Avery O. Craven Prize from
the Organization of American HistoriansWinner of the
2015 Sidney Hillman Prize

The Reinvention of Atlantic Slavery
The United States has long epitomized capitalism.
From its enterprising shopkeepers, wildcat banks,
violent slave plantations, huge industrial working
class, and raucous commodities trade to its worldspanning multinationals, its massive factories, and
the centripetal power of New York in the world of
finance, America has come to symbolize capitalism
for two centuries and more. But an understanding of
the history of American capitalism is as elusive as it is
urgent. What does it mean to make capitalism a
subject of historical inquiry? What is its potential
across multiple disciplines, alongside different
methodologies, and in a range of geographic and
chronological settings? And how does a focus on
capitalism change our understanding of American
history? American Capitalism presents a sampling of
cutting-edge research from prominent scholars. These
broad-minded and rigorous essays venture new
angles on finance, debt, and credit; women’s rights;
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slavery and political economy; the racialization of
capitalism; labor beyond industrial wage workers; and
the production of knowledge, including the idea of the
economy, among other topics. Together, the essays
suggest emerging themes in the field: a fascination
with capitalism as it is made by political authority,
how it is claimed and contested by participants, how
it spreads across the globe, and how it can be
reconceptualized without being universalized. A major
statement for a wide-open field, this book
demonstrates the breadth and scope of the work that
the history of capitalism can provoke.

Capitalism and Slavery
Introduction. The colonial Cul de Sac -- Province and
colony -- Production and investment -- Humanity and
interest -- War and profit -- Husband and wife -Revolution and cultivation -- Evacuation and
indemnity -- Epilogue

Slavery and Historical Capitalism during
the Nineteenth Century
The present study is an attempt to place in historical
perspective the relationship between early capitalism
as exemplified by Great Britain, and the Negro slave
trade, Negro slavery and the general colonial trade of
the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. It is strictly
an economic study of the role of Negro slavery and
the slave trade in providing the capital which financed
the Industrial Revolution in England and of mature
industrial capitalism in destroying the slave system.
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The Business of Slavery and the Rise of
American Capitalism, 1815-1860
Reidy has produced one of the most thoughtful
treatments to date of a critical moment in southern
history, placing the social transformation of the South
in the context of 'the age of capital' and the changes
in the markets, ideologies, etc. of the Atlantic world
system. Better than anyone perhaps, Reidy has
elaborated both the large and small narratives of this
development, connecting global forces with the
initiatives and reactions of ordinary southerners,
black and white.--Thomas C. Holt, University of
Chicago "Joseph Reidy's detailed analysis of social
and economic developments in central Georgia during
and after slavery will take its place among the
standard works on these subjects. Its discussions of
the expansion of the cotton kingdom and of the
changes after emancipation make it necessary
reading for all concerned with southern and AfricanAmerican history.--Stanley Engerman, University of
Rochester "Successfully places the experience of one
region's people into the larger theoretical context of
world capitalist development and in the process
challenges other scholars to do the same.--Rural
Sociology

Between Slavery and Capitalism
This book asks why the United States experienced a
civil war in 1861 and analyses the descent into war in
the final decade of peace. The book systematically
surveys southern extremists, Republicans,
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Democrats, Whigs, temperance advocates and Know
Nothings. It advances a new and unique explanation
of the origins of the Civil War, the most important
event in the history of the most powerful country in
the world.

Slavery, Capitalism, and Politics in the
Antebellum Republic: Volume 1,
Commerce and Compromise, 1820-1850
This pathbreaking interpretation of the slaveholding
South begins with the insight that slavery and
freedom were not mutually exclusive but were
intertwined in every dimension of life in the South.
James Oakes traces the implications of this insight for
relations between masters and slaves, slaveholders
and non-slaveholders, and for the rise of a racist
ideology.

Willing Slaves of Capital
Capitalism & Slavery
An in-depth examination of the economic and social
transition from slavery to capitalism during
Reconstruction At the center of the upheavals brought
by emancipation in the American South was the
economic and social transition from slavery to
modern capitalism. In Between Slavery and
Capitalism, Martin Ruef examines how this
institutional change affected individuals,
organizations, and communities in the late nineteenth
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century, as blacks and whites alike learned to
navigate the shoals between two different economic
worlds. Analyzing trajectories among average
Southerners, this is perhaps the most extensive
sociological treatment of the transition from slavery
since W.E.B. Du Bois's Black Reconstruction in
America. In the aftermath of the Civil War, uncertainty
was a pervasive feature of life in the South, affecting
the economic behavior and social status of former
slaves, Freedmen's Bureau agents, planters,
merchants, and politicians, among others.
Emancipation brought fundamental questions: How
should emancipated slaves be reimbursed in wage
contracts? What occupations and class positions
would be open to blacks and whites? What forms of
agricultural tenure could persist? And what paths to
economic growth would be viable? To understand the
escalating uncertainty of the postbellum era, Ruef
draws on a wide range of qualitative and quantitative
data, including several thousand interviews with
former slaves, letters, labor contracts, memoirs,
survey responses, census records, and credit reports.
Through a resolutely comparative approach, Between
Slavery and Capitalism identifies profound changes
between the economic institutions of the Old and New
South and sheds new light on how the legacy of
emancipation continues to affect political discourse
and race and class relations today.

Sovereignty and Revolution in the
Iberian Atlantic
Capitalism is going to end Peter Frase argues that
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increasing automation and a growing scarcity of
resources, thanks to climate change, will bring it all
tumbling down. In Four Futures, Frase imagines how
this post-capitalist world might look, deploying the
tools of both social science and speculative fiction to
explore what communism, rentism, socialism and
exterminism might actually entail. Could the current
rise of real-life robocops usher in a world that
resembles Ender’s Game? And sure, communism will
bring an end to material scarcities and inequalities of
wealth—but there’s no guarantee that social
hierarchies, governed by an economy of “likes,”
wouldn’t rise to take their place. A whirlwind tour
through science fiction, social theory and the new
technologies already shaping our lives, Four Futures is
a balance sheet of the socialisms we may reach if a
resurgent Left is successful, and the barbarisms we
may be consigned to if those movements fail.

The Routledge History of NineteenthCentury America
The age of British abolitionism came into consolidated
strength in 1787-88 with the first mass campaign
against the slave trade and ended just half a century
later in 1838 with a mass petition movement against
Negro Apprenticeship. Drescher focuses on this
critical fifty-year period, when the people of the
Empire effectively pressured and eventually altered
national policy. Presenting a major reassessment of
the roots, nature, and significance of Britain's
successful struggle against slavery, he illuminates a
novel turn in the history of antislavery, when for the
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first time, the most effective agents in the abolition
process were non-slave masses, including working
men and women. This not only set Britain off from
ancient Rome, medieval western Europe, and early
modern Russia, but, in scale and duration, it
distinguished Britain from its 19th-century continental
European counterparts as well. Viewing British
abolitionism against the backdrop of larger national
and international events, this provocative study
challenges readers to look anew at the politics of
slavery and social change in a prominent era of
British history.

Capitalism and Antislavery
In the troubled days before the American Civil War,
both Northern protectionists and Southern free trade
economists saw political economy as the key to
understanding the natural laws on which every
republican political order should be based. They
believed that individual freedom was one such law of
nature and that this freedom required a market
economy in which citizens could freely pursue their
particular economic interests and goals. But Northern
and Southern thinkers alike feared that the pursuit of
wealth in a market economy might lead to the
replacement of the independent producer by the
wage laborer. A worker without property is a potential
rebel, and so the freedom and commerce that give
birth to such a worker would seem to be incompatible
with preserving the content citizenry necessary for a
stable, republican political order. Around the
resolution of this dilemma revolved the great debate
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on the desirability of slavery in this country. Northern
protectionists argued that independent labor must be
protected at the same time that capitalist
development is encouraged. Southern free trade
economists answered that the formation of a
propertyless class is inevitable; to keep the nation
from anarchy and rebellion, slavery—justified by
racism—must be preserved at any cost. Battles of the
economists such as these left little room for political
compromise between North and South as the
antebellum United States confronted the corrosive
effects of capitalist development. And slavery's
retardant effect on the Southern economy ultimately
created a rift within the South between those who
sought to make slavery more like capitalism and
those who sought to make capitalism more like
slavery.
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