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Democracy and the Public Space in Latin America
In the wake of the Occupy movement, leading planners and social scientists examine public space today and freedom to
assemble.
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Street Democracy
Offers progressive readers new and reinvigorated paths of engaged hope, imagination and public involvement.

Jurgen Habermas
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Public space, both literally and figuratively, is foundationally important to political life. From Socratic lectures in the public
forum, to Occupy Wall Street and the Arab Spring, public spaces have long played host to political discussion and protest.
The book provides a direct assessment of the role that public space plays in political life.

Public Art and the Fragility of Democracy
A seminal shift has taken place in the relationship between Internet usage and politics. At the turn of the century, it was
presumed that digital communication would produce many positive political effects like improvements to political
information retrieval, support for public debate and community formation or even enhancements in citizen participation in
political decision-making. While there have been positive effects, negative effects have also occurred including fake news
and other political disinformation, social media appropriation by terrorists and extremists, ‘echo-chambers’ and "filter
bubbles", elections influenced by hostile hackers and campaign manipulation by micro-targeting marketing. It is time for
critical re-evaluation. Designed to encourage critical thinking on the part of the student, internationally recognized experts,
Jan A.G.M. van Dijk and Kenneth Hacker, chronicle the political significance of new communication technologies for the
promotion of democracy over the last two decades. Drawing upon structuration theory and network theory and real-world
case studies from across the globe, the book is logically structured around the following topics: Political Participation and
Inclusion Habermas and the Reconstruction of Public Space Media and Democracy in Authoritarian States Democracy and
the Internet in China E-government and democracy Views of democracy and Internet use Underpinned by up-to-date
literature, this important textbook is aimed at students and scholars of communication studies, political science, sociology,
political communication, and international relations.

Brave New Neighborhoods
In the contemporary world of neoliberalism, efficiency is treated as the vehicle of political and economic health .State
bureaucracy, but not corporate bureaucracy, is seen as inefficient, and privatization is seen as a magic cure for social ills. In
Public Things: Democracy in Disrepair, Bonnie Honig asks whether democracy is possible in the absence of public services,
spaces, and utilities. In other words, if neoliberalism leaves to democracy merely electoral majoritarianism and procedures
of deliberation while divesting democratic states of their ownership of public things, what will the impact be? Following
Tocqueville, who extolled the virtues of “pursuing in common the objects of common desires,” Honig focuses not on the
demos but on the objects of democratic life. Democracy, as she points out, postulates public things—infrastructure,
monuments, libraries—that citizens use, care for, repair, and are gathered up by. To be “gathered up” refers to the work of
D. W. Winnicott, the object relations psychoanalyst who popularized the idea of “transitional objects”—the toys, teddy
bears, or favorite blankets by way of which infants come to understand themselves as unified selves with an inside and an
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outside in relation to others. The wager of Public Things is that the work transitional objects do for infants is analogously
performed for democratic citizens by public things, which press us into object relations with others and with ourselves.
Public Things attends also to the historically racial character of public things: public lands taken from indigenous peoples,
access to public goods restricted to white majorities. Drawing on Hannah Arendt, who saw how things fabricated by humans
lend stability to the human world, Honig shows how Arendt and Winnicott—both theorists of livenesss—underline the
material and psychological conditions necessary for object permanence and the reparative work needed for a more
egalitarian democracy.

Exclusion from Public Space
*** Winner of the Myrdal Prize for Evolutionary Political Economy *** The last few years have seen the spectacular failure of
market fundamentalism in Europe and the US, with a seemingly never-ending spate of corporate scandals and financial
crises. As the environmental limits and socially destructive tendencies of the current profit-driven economic model become
daily more self-evident, there is a growing demand for a fairer economic alternative, as evidenced by the mounting
campaigns against global finance and the politics of austerity. Reclaiming Public Ownership tackles these issues head on,
going beyond traditional leftist arguments about the relative merits of free markets and central planning to present a
radical new conception of public ownership, framed around economic democracy and public participation in economic
decision-making. Cumbers argues that a reconstituted public ownership is central to the creation of a more just and
sustainable society. This book is a timely reconsideration of a long-standing but essential topic.

Ordinary Places/Extraordinary Events
During the 1960s the German philosopher Jürgen Habermas introduced the notion of a “bourgeois public sphere” in order to
describe the symbolic arena of political life and conversation that originated with the cultural institutions of the early
eighteenth-century; since then the “public sphere” itself has become perhaps one of the most debated concepts at the very
heart of modernity. For Habermas, the tension between the administrative power of the state, with its understanding of
sovereignty, and the emerging institutions of the bourgeoisie—coffee houses, periodicals, encyclopedias, literary culture,
etc.—was seen as being mediated by the public sphere, making it a symbolic site of public reasoning. This volume
examines whether the “public sphere” remains a central explanatory model in the social sciences, political theory, and the
humanities.

Public Things
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Latest introduction in the Modern European Thinkers series, ideal for undergraduates.

Creating Space for Democracy
There are many ways to approach the subject of public space: the threats posed to it by surveillance and visual pollution;
the joys it offers of stimulation and excitement, of anonymity and transformation; its importance to urban variety or
democratic politics. But public space remains an evanescent and multidimensional concept that too often escapes scrutiny.
The essays in Rites of Way: The Politics and Poetics of Public Space open up multiple dimensions of the concept from
architectural, political, philosophical, and technological points of view. There is some historical analysis here, but the
contributors are more focused on the future of public space under conditions of growing urbanization and democratic
confusion. The added interest offered by non-academic work—visual art, fiction, poetry, and drama—is in part an admission
that this is a topic too important to be left only to theorists. It also makes an implicit argument for the crucial role that art,
not just public art, plays in a thriving public realm. Throughout this work contributors are guided by the conviction, not
pious but steely, that healthy public space is one of the best, living parts of a just society. The paths of desire we follow in
public trace and speak our convictions and needs, our interests and foibles. They are the vectors and walkways of the
social, the public dimension of life lying at the heart of all politics.

City Unsilenced
More than six decades after John Dewey’s death, his political philosophy is undergoing a revival. With renewed interest in
pragmatism and its implications for democracy in an age of mass communication, bureaucracy, and ever-increasing social
complexities, Dewey’s The Public and Its Problems, first published in 1927, remains vital to any discussion of today’s
political issues. This edition of The Public and Its Problems, meticulously annotated and interpreted with fresh insight by
Melvin L. Rogers, radically updates the previous version published by Swallow Press. Rogers’s introduction locates Dewey’s
work within its philosophical and historical context and explains its key ideas for a contemporary readership. Biographical
information and a detailed bibliography round out this definitive edition, which will be essential to students and scholars
both.

Triumph of Order
The objective of this book is to outline how a radically democratic politics can be reinvigorated in theory and practice
through the use of the internet. The author argues that politics in its proper sense can be distinguished from anti-politics by
analyzing the configuration of public space, subjectivity, participation, and conflict. Each of these terrains can be configured
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in a more or less political manner, though the contemporary status quo heavily skews them towards anti-political
configuration. Using this understanding of what exactly politics entails, this book considers how the internet can both help
and hinder efforts to move each area in a more political direction. By explicitly interpreting contemporary theories of the
political in terms of the internet, this analysis avoids the twin traps of both technological determinism and technological
cynicism. Raising awareness of what the word ‘politics’ means, the author develops theoretical work by Arendt, Rancière,
Žižek and Mouffe to present a clear and coherent view of how in theory, politics can be digitized and alternatively how the
internet can be deployed in the service of trulydemocratic politics.

The Public and Its Problems
European cities are changing rapidly in part due to the process of de-industrialization, European integration and economic
globalization. Within those cities public spaces are the meeting place of politics and culture, social and individual territories,
instrumental and expressive concerns. Public Space and the Challenges of Urban Transformation in Europe investigates how
European city authorities understand and deal with their public spaces, how this interacts with market forces, social norms
and cultural expectations, whether and how this relates to the needs and experiences of their citizens, exploring new
strategies and innovative practices for strengthening public spaces and urban culture. These questions are explored by
looking at 13 case studies from across Europe, written by active scholars in the area of public space and organized in three
parts: strategies, plans and policies multiple roles of public space and everyday life in the city. This book is essential
reading for students and scholars interested in the design and development of public space. The European case studies
provide interesting examples and comparisons of how cities deal with their public space and issues of space and society.

The Empty Place
Abstract:

Politicizing Digital Space
The Media City
In The Empty Place: Democracy and Public Space Teresa Hoskyns explores the relationship of public space to democracy by
relating different theories of democracy in political philosophy to spatial theory and spatial and political practice.
Establishing the theoretical basis for the study of public space, Hoskyns examines the rise of representative democracy and
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investigates contemporary theories for the future of democracy, focusing on the Chantal Mouffe's agonistic model and the
civil society model of Jürgen Habermas. She argues that these models of participatory democracy can co-exist and are
necessarily spatial. The book then provides diverse perspectives on how the role of physical public space is articulated
through three modes of participatory spatial practice. The first focuses on issues of participation in architectural practice
through a set of projects exploring the ‘open spaces’ of a postwar housing estate in Euston. The second examines the role
of space in the construction of democratic identity through a feminist architecture/art collective, producing space through
writing, performance and events. The third explores participatory political democratic practice through social forums at
global, European and city levels. Hoskyns concludes that participatory democracy requires a conception of public space as
the empty place, allowing different models and practices of democracy to co-exist.

Designs on the Public
What do the recent urban resistance tactics around the world have in common? What are the roles of public space in these
movements? What are the implications of urban resistance for the remaking of public space in the "age of shrinking
democracy"? To what extent do these resistances move from anti- to alter-politics? City Unsilenced brings together a crossdisciplinary group of scholars and scholar-activists to examine the spaces, conditions, and processes in which neoliberal
practices have profoundly impacted the everyday social, economic, and political life of citizens and communities around the
globe. They explore the commonalities and specificities of urban resistance movements that respond to those impacts.
They focus on how such movements make use of and transform the meanings and capacity of public space. They
investigate their ramifications in the continued practices of renewing democracies. A broad collection of cases is presented
and analyzed, including Movimento Passe Livre (Brazil), Google Bus Blockades San Francisco (USA), the Platform for
Mortgage Affected People (PAH) (Spain), the Piqueteros Movement (Argentina), Umbrella Movement (Hong Kong), postOccupy Gezi Park (Turkey), Sunflower Movement (Taiwan), Occupy Oakland (USA), Syntagma Square (Greece), Researchers
for Fair Policing (New York), Urban Movement Congress (Poland), urban activism (Berlin), 1DMX (Mexico), Miyashita Park
Tokyo (Japan), 15M Movement (Spain), and Train of Hope and protests against Academic Ball in Vienna (Austria). By better
understanding the processes and implications of the recent urban resistances, City Unsilenced contributes to the ongoing
debates concerning the role and significance of public space in the practice of lived democracy.

Public Spaces, Private Lives
New York City is home to some of the most recognizable places in the world. As familiar as the sight of New Year’s Eve in
Times Square or a protest in front of City Hall may be to us, do we understand who controls what happens there? Kristine
Miller delves into six of New York’s most important public spaces to trace how design influences their complicated lives.
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Miller chronicles controversies in the histories of New York locations including Times Square, Trump Tower, the IBM Atrium,
and Sony Plaza. The story of each location reveals that public space is not a concrete or fixed reality, but rather a
constantly changing situation open to the forces of law, corporations, bureaucracy, and government. The qualities of public
spaces we consider essential, including accessibility, public ownership, and ties to democratic life, are, at best, temporary
conditions and often completely absent. Design is, in Miller’s view, complicit in regulation of public spaces in New York City
to exclude undesirables, restrict activities, and privilege commercial interests, and in this work she shows how design can
reactivate public space and public life. Kristine F. Miller is associate professor of landscape architecture at the University of
Minnesota.

The Politics of Public Space
'This volume successfully exposes the "ghostly presence" of democracy in the field of geography and shows the value of
thinking about democracy geographically. It is a major contribution to serious examination of a normative political issue
from a geographical perspective. This is welcome above all because geography is a field whose cultural and economic
branches, though often claiming the appellation "critical", are currently dominated by unexamined radical political
fantasies' - John Agnew, University of California, Los Angeles In an historically unprecedented way, democracy is now
increasingly seen as a universal model of legitimate rule.This work addresses the key question: How can democracy be
understood in theory and in practise? In three thematically organised sections, Spaces of Democracy uses a critical
geographical imagination (informed by thinking on space, place, and scale) to interrogate the latest work in democratic
theory. Key ideas and concepts discussed include globalization and transnationalism; representation; citizenship; liberalism;
the city and public space; and the media. This volume comprises commissioned work by leading academics investigating
democracy. Historical and comparative, animated by wider debates on globalization, it will facilitate the critical discussion
of core questions on citizenship, the state, and democracy. Spaces of Democracy is essential reading for students of human
geography, political science/international relations, and political sociology.

Cybering Democracy
Why Democracy Needs Public Goods provides arguments for a new theoretical perspective in favor of public goods. Kallhoff
details the benefits of public goods for any democratic state: they contribute to social inclusion, help generate the public
forum, and foster national identity. These arguments are supplemented by reconsidering major counter-arguments against
this approach, both from political theory and from theories on public finance. Political philosophers, political theorists, and
political economists will benefit most from this perspective.
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Spaces of Democracy
Through an exploration of emancipation in recent processes of capitalist urbanization, this book argues the political is
enacted through the everyday practices of publics producing space. This suggests democracy is a spatial practice rather
than an abstract professional field organized by institutions, politicians and movements. Public Space Unbound brings
together a cross-disciplinary group of scholars to examine spaces, conditions and circumstances in which emancipatory
practices impact the everyday life of citizens. We ask: How do emancipatory practices relate with public space under ‘postpolitical conditions’? In a time when democracy, solidarity and utopias are in crisis, we argue that productive emancipatory
claims already exist in the lived space of everyday life rather than in the expectation of urban revolution and future
progress.

Rites of Way
Public space is political space. When a work of public art is put up or taken down, it is an inherently political statement, and
the work’s aesthetics are inextricably entwined with its political valences. Democracy’s openness allows public art to
explore its values critically and to suggest new ones. However, it also facilitates artworks that can surreptitiously or
fortuitously undermine democratic values. Today, as bigotry and authoritarianism are on the rise and democratic
movements seek to combat them, as Confederate monuments fall and sculptures celebrating diversity rise, the struggle
over the values enshrined in the public arena has taken on a new urgency. In this book, Fred Evans develops philosophical
and political criteria for assessing how public art can respond to the fragility of democracy. He calls for considering such
artworks as acts of citizenship, pointing to their capacity to resist autocratic tendencies and reveal new dimensions of
democratic society. Through close considerations of Chicago’s Millennium Park and New York’s National September 11
Memorial, Evans shows how a wide range of artworks participate in democratic dialogues. A nuanced consideration of
contemporary art, aesthetics, and political theory, this book is a timely and rigorous elucidation of how thoughtful public art
can contribute to the flourishing of a democratic way of life.

Beyond Habermas
Citizen Media and Public Spaces presents a pioneering exploration of citizen media as a highly interdisciplinary domain that
raises vital political, social and ethical issues relating to conceptions of citizenship and state boundaries, the construction of
publics and social imaginaries, processes of co-optation and reverse co-optation, power and resistance, the ethics of
witnessing and solidarity, and novel responses to the democratic deficit. Framed by a substantial introduction by the
editors, the twelve contributions to the volume interrogate the concept of citizen media theoretically and empirically, and
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offer detailed case studies that extend from the UK to Russia and Bulgaria and from China to Denmark and the liminal
spaces within which a growing number of refugees now live. A rich new domain of scholarship and practice emerges out of
the studies presented. Citizen media is shown to embrace both physical and digital interventions in public space, as well as
the sets of values and agendas that influence and drive the practices and discourses through which individuals and
collectives position themselves within and in relation to society and participate in the creation of diverse publics. This book
will be of interest to students and researchers in media and communication studies, particularly those studying citizen
media, media and society, journalism and society, and political communication. Cover image: courtesy of Ruben Hamelink

Sidewalks
Radio remains one of the most popular mediums through which people experience music. Yet there have only been a few
studies examining the dynamic effects of radio on music. In this innovative study of community radio, Charles Fairchild uses
a novel combination of critical analysis, interdisciplinary theory and ethnographic writing to compare commercial and
community radio institutions and practices. By situating community radio in the dominant context of consumerism, Fairchild
shows how people can create democratic discourses by speaking through other people's music. He argues that the social
relations produced by playing music on the radio, and the inherent ambiguity of music itself, hold the potential for cultural
democracy. The book shows how community radio's aesthetic practices accord with the ideals of an open and equitable
public sphere, contributing to civil society and a potentially democratic aesthetics in which the "old medium" of radio holds
profound lessons for "new media."

Internet and Democracy in the Network Society
No visitor to Mexico can fail to recognize the omnipresence of street vendors, selling products ranging from fruits and
vegetables to prepared food and clothes. The vendors compose a large part of the informal economy, which altogether
represents at least 30 percent of Mexico's economically active population. Neither taxed nor monitored by the government,
the informal sector is the fastest growing economic sector in the world. In Street Democracy Sandra C. Mendiola Garc�a
explores the political lives and economic significance of this otherwise overlooked population, focusing on the radical street
vendors during the 1970s and 1980s in Puebla, Mexico's fourth-largest city. She shows how the Popular Union of Street
Vendors challenged the ruling party's ability to control unions and local authorities' power to regulate the use of public
space. Since vendors could not strike or stop production like workers in the formal economy, they devised innovative and
alternative strategies to protect their right to make a living in public spaces. By examining the political activism and
historical relationship of street vendors to the ruling Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI), Mendiola Garc�a offers insights
into grassroots organizing, the Mexican Dirty War, and the politics of urban renewal, issues that remain at the core of street
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vendors' experience even today.

Democracy and Public Space
Published in Association with img alt=""
src="https://styluspub.presswarehouse.com/uploads/a12fab3ad13e358e09e1f9c05231049d989baab6.jpg" and img alt=""
src="https://styluspub.presswarehouse.com/uploads/747aa07c3a67bedf837371257e3e6bd7b7669e2b.jpg" We live in
divisive and polarizing times, often remaining in comfortable social bubbles and experiencing few genuine interactions with
people who are different or with whom we disagree. Stepping out and turning to one another is difficult but necessary. For
our democracy to thrive at a time when we face wicked problems that involve tough trade-offs it is vital that all citizens
participate fully in the process. We need to learn to listen, think, and act with others to solve public problems. This
collaborative task begins with creating space for democracy. This book provides a guide for doing so on campus through
deliberation and dialogue. At the most basic level, this book describes collaborative and relational work to engage with
others and co-create meaning. Specifically, dialogue and deliberation are processes in which a diverse group of people
moves toward making a collective decision on a difficult public issue. This primer offers a blueprint for achieving the civic
mission of higher education by incorporating dialogue and deliberation into learning at colleges and universities. It opens by
providing a conceptual framework, with leading voices in the dialogue and deliberation field providing insights on issues
pertinent to college campuses, from free speech and academic freedom to neutrality and the role of deliberation in civic
engagement. Subsequent sections describe a diverse range of methods and approaches used by several organizations that
pioneered and sustained deliberative practices; outline some of the many ways in which educators and institutions are
using dialogue and deliberation in curricular, co-curricular, and community spaces, including venues such as student
centers, academic libraries, and residence halls. All of the chapters, including a Resource Section, provide readers with a
starting point for conceptualizing and implementing their own deliberation and dialogue initiatives. This book, intended for
all educators who are concerned about democracy, imparts the power and impact of public talk, offers the insights and
experiences of leading practitioners, and provides the grounding to adopt or adapt the models in their own settings to
create educative spaces and experiences that are humanizing, authentic, and productive. It is an important resource for
campus leaders, student affairs practitioners, librarians, and centers of institutional diversity, community engagement,
teaching excellence and service-learning, as well as faculty, particularly those in the fields of communication studies,
education, and political science. Click here for more information on AAC&U and Campus Compact.

The National Mall
"If only more new media commentators had this level of historical-critical reference, engaging, good stories, and a degree
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of wonder at what media and windows bring to the city, to life." - John Hutnyk, Goldsmiths, University of London "Just when
you thought the last word had been said about cities and media, along comes Scott McQuire to breathe new life into the
debate. When revisiting existing pathways, his always ingenious eyes produce startling and original insights. When striking
out into new territory, he opens up before us inspiring new vistas. I love this book." - James Donald, University of New South
Wales "A book that crams into a single chapter more insights and illustrations than seems feasible, yet which ties all
threads together through a consistent, theoretically rich analysis of the interplay of media and city Writing with effusiveness
uncharacteristic of back-cover blurbs on academic tomes, James Donald says 'I love this book'. But I will end by echoing his
praise, and make a promise to readers: you will love The Media City, too." - European Journal of Communication
"Refreshingly clear, getting to grips with some of the key concepts of urban sociology in a way that moves beyond the
wistful evocation and splatter of undigested terms that characterises so much academic writing on culture and cities." Media, Culture & Society Significant changes are occurring in the spaces and rhythms of contemporary cities and in the
social functioning of media. This forceful book argues that the redefinition of urban space by mobile, instantaneous and
pervasive media is producing a distinctive mode of social experience. Media are no longer separate from the city. Instead
the proliferation of spatialized media platforms has produced a media-architecture complex - the media city. Offering
critical and historical analysis at the deepest levels, The Media City links the formation of the modern city to the
development of modern image technologies and outlines a new genealogy for assessing contemporary developments such
as digital networks and digital architecture, web cams and public screens, surveillance society and reality television. Wideranging and thoughtfully illustrated, it intersects disciplines and connects phenomena which are too often left isolated from
each other to propose a new way of understanding public and private space and social life in contemporary cities. It will find
a broad readership in media and communications, cultural studies, social theory, urban sociology, architecture and art
history. Winner of the 2009 Jane Jacobs Urban Communication Award, awarded by the Urban Communication Association.

Why Democracy Needs Public Goods
The claim once made by philosophers of unique knowledge of the essence of humanity and society has fallen into
disrepute. Neither Platonic forms, divine revelation nor metaphysical truth can serve as the ground for legitimating social
and political norms. On the political level many seem to agree that democracy doesn’t need foundations. Nor are its citizens
expected to discuss the worth of their comprehensive conceptions of the good life. According to Rawls, for example, we
have to accept that “politics in a democratic society can never be guided by what we see as the whole truth ()”. (1993: 243)
And yet we still call upon truth when we participate in defining the basic structure our society and argue why our opinions,
beliefs and preferences need to be taken seriously. We do not think that our views need to be taken into account by others
because they are our views, but because we think they are true. If in a democratic society citizens have to deal with the
challenge of affirming their claims as true, we need to analyse the precise relationship between truth and democracy. Does
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truth matter to democracy and if so, what is the place of truth in democratic politics? How can citizens affirm the truth of
their claims and accept - at the same time - that their truth is just one amongst many? Our book centers on the role of the
public sphere in these pressing questions. It tries to give a comprehensive answer to these questions from the perspective
of the main approaches of contemporary democratic theory: deliberative democracy, political pragmatism and liberalism. A
confrontation of these approaches, will result in a more encompassing philosophical understanding of our plural democracy,
which – in this era of globalization – is more complex than ever before. Because a good understanding of the function,
meaning and shortcomings of the public sphere is essential to answering these questions, a good deal of the book
addresses these issues. Historically, after all, the idea that citizens have to engage each other in discussion in order to
determine the structure and goals of society, is connected to the rational ideal of a public sphere where conflicting views
can be expressed, formed, and transformed. But hasn’t the collective decision making in which everyone participates on an
equal footing turned out to be a deceptive ideal or a simple illusion? Not every individual in society has equal access to the
podium. Furthermore, power, being an inevitable feature of the public sphere, seems to permanently endanger its
democratic value. Moreover, the existence of this sphere depends on a specific ethos and particular public spaces where
citizens are called upon to present themselves as citizens, as people taking responsibility for their society. It is not clear
whether this ethos and these spaces exist at all, and if so, if they preserved their ascribed capacity for constituting
‘democratic’ truth? By answering these questions we expect to deepen our understanding of the relation between truth and
democracy.

Citizen Media and Public Spaces
This book explores the implications of banning people from public space for the rule of law, fundamental rights, and
democracy.

The Structural Transformation of the Public Sphere
Why is public space disappearing? Why is this disappearance important to democratic politics and how has it become an
international phenomenon? Public spaces are no longer democratic spaces, but instead centres of private commerce and
consumption, and even surveillance and police control. "The Politics of Public Space" extends the focus of current work on
public space to include a consideration of the transnational - in the sense of moving people and transformations in the
nation or state - to expand our definition of the 'public' and public space. Ultimately, public spaces are one of the last
democratic forums for public dissent in a civil society. Without these significant central public spaces, individuals cannot
directly participate in conflict resolution. "The Politics of Public Space" assembles a superb list of contributors to explore the
important political dimensions of public space as a place where conflicts over cultural and political objectives become
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concrete.

Public Space and the Challenges of Urban Transformation in Europe
Fighting for First Amendment rights is as popular a pastime as ever, but just because you can get on your soapbox doesn't
mean anyone will be there to listen. Town squares have emptied out as shoppers decamp for the megamalls; gated
communities keep pesky signature gathering activists away; even most internet chatrooms are run by the major media
companies. Brave New Neighborhood sconsiders what can be done to protect and revitalize our public spaces.

Re-Imagining Public Space
This major work retraces the emergence and development of the Bourgeois public sphere - that is, a sphere which was
distinct from the state and in which citizens could discuss issues of general interest. In analysing the historical
transformations of this sphere, Habermas recovers a concept which is of crucial significance for current debates in social
and political theory. Habermas focuses on the liberal notion of the bourgeois public sphere as it emerged in Europe in the
early modern period. He examines both the writings of political theorists, including Marx, Mill and de Tocqueville, and the
specific institutions and social forms in which the public sphere was realized. This brilliant and influential work has been
widely recognized for many years as a classic of contemporary social and political thought, of interest to students and
scholars throughout the social sciences and humanities.

Insurgent Public Space
Winner of the EDRA book prize for 2012. In cities around the world, individuals and groups are reclaiming and creating
urban sites, temporary spaces and informal gathering places. These ‘insurgent public spaces’ challenge conventional views
of how urban areas are defined and used, and how they can transform the city environment. No longer confined to
traditional public areas like neighbourhood parks and public plazas, these guerrilla spaces express the alternative social and
spatial relationships in our changing cities. With nearly twenty illustrated case studies, this volume shows how instances of
insurgent public space occur across the world. Examples range from community gardening in Seattle and Los Angeles,
street dancing in Beijing, to the transformation of parking spaces into temporary parks in San Francisco. Drawing on the
experiences and knowledge of individuals extensively engaged in the actual implementation of these spaces, Insurgent
Public Space is a unique cross-disciplinary approach to the study of public space use, and how it is utilized in the
contemporary, urban world. Appealing to professionals and students in both urban studies and more social courses, Hou
has brought together valuable commentaries on an area of urbanism which has, up until now, been largely ignored.
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Public Space and Democracy
Social media is restructuring urban practices–through ad-hoc experimentation, commercial software development, and
communities of participation. This book is the first to consider how practices contained within social media are situated
within a larger genealogy of public space, including theories of communal identity, civitas and democracy, the fete, and selfexpression. Through empirical research, the actual social practices of participants of networked publics are described and
analyzed. Documenting how online counterpublics use the Internet to transmit classified photos, mobilize activists, and
challenge the status quo, Tierney argues that online activities do not stop in online conversations; they are physically
grounded through mobile GPS coordinates which are then transformed into activities in physical space—the street, the
plaza, the places where people have traditionally gathered to demonstrate and express their opinions publicly.

The Public Space of Social Media
Examines the evolution of an undervalued urban space and how conflicts over competing uses--from the right to sit to the
right to parade--have been negotiated.

The Open Space of Democracy
Clara Irazábal and her contributors explore the urban history of some of Latin America’s great cities through studies of their
public spaces and what has taken place there. The avenues and plazas of Mexico City, Havana, Santo Domingo, Caracas,
Bogotaì, SaÞo Paulo, Lima, Santiago, and Buenos Aires have been the backdrop for extraordinary, history-making events.
While some argue that public spaces are a prerequisite for the expression, representation and reinforcement of democracy,
they can equally be used in the pursuit of totalitarianism. Indeed, public spaces, in both the past and present, have been
the site for the contestation by ordinary people of various stances on democracy and citizenship. By exploring the use and
meaning of public spaces in Latin American cities, this book sheds light on contemporary definitions of citizenship and
democracy in the Americas.

Beyond Zuccotti Park
Democracy and Public Space claims that the current fashion for online democracy risks undermining democracy's very
foundations. Challenging the received academic wisdom, the author offers a compelling, new vision of democratic public
space and assesses the success of eleven world cities in the light of it.
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Public Space Unbound
Terry Tempest Williams presents a sharp-edged perspective on the ethics and politics of place, spiritual democracy, and the
responsibilities of citizen engagement. By turns elegiac, inspiring, and passionate, The Open Space of Democracy offers a
fresh perspective on the critical questions of our time.

Does Truth Matter?
Moving from classical Greece to the present, Public Space and Democracy provides both historical accounts and a
comparative analytical framework for understanding public space both as a place and as a product of various media, from
speech to the Internet. These essays make a powerful case for thinking of modern technological developments not as the
end of public space, but as an opportunity for reframing the idea of the public and of the public space as the locus of power.

Reclaiming Public Ownership
This is a bold new study of the recent emergence of democracy in Latin America. Leonardo Avritzer shows that traditional
theories of democratization fall short in explaining this phenomenon. Scholars have long held that the postwar stability of
Western Europe reveals that restricted democracy, or "democratic elitism," is the only realistic way to guard against forces
such as the mass mobilizations that toppled European democracies after World War I. Avritzer challenges this view. Drawing
on the ideas of Jürgen Habermas, he argues that democracy can be far more inclusive and can rely on a sphere of
autonomous association and argument by citizens. He makes this argument by showing that democratic collective action
has opened up a new "public space" for popular participation in Latin American politics. Unlike many theorists, Avritzer
builds his case empirically. He looks at human rights movements in Argentina and Brazil, neighborhood associations in
Brazil and Mexico, and election-monitoring initiatives in Mexico. Contending that such participation has not gone far
enough, he proposes a way to involve citizens even more directly in policy decisions. For example, he points to experiments
in "participatory budgeting" in two Brazilian cities. Ultimately, the concept of such a space beyond the reach of state
administration fosters a broader view of democratic possibility, of the cultural transformation that spurred it, and of the
tensions that persist, in a region where democracy is both new and different from the Old World models.
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