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1066
The anonymous Life of King Edward written about the time of the Norman
Conquest, is an important and intriguing source for the history of Anglo-Saxon
England in the years just before 1066. It provides a fascinating account of Edward
the Confessor and his family, including his wife Edith, his father-in-law Earl Godwin,
and the queen's brothers Tostig and Harold (who became king in 1066). The
foundations of the legend of St. Edward the Confessor are apparent from the
version of the work supplied by the unique manuscript of circa 1100. Barlow
explores the problems raised by this anonymous and now incomplete manuscript
and examines the development of the cult of St. Edward. He also investigates the
life and works of Goscelin of St. Bertin, a possible author. For this second edition,
Barlow has not only undertaken a complete revision of the book, but recent
discoveries have enabled him to reconstruct in part the lacunae in BL Harley MS
526 with texts closer to the original.

Dress in Anglo-Saxon England
Essays on the brief but tumultuous reign of Harold II, and one of our most
important sources of knowledge of the time - the Bayeux Tapestry.

Harold
Harold Godwinson was king of England for less than a year and failed to defend
England from William the Conqueror's invading Norman army in 1066, an army
that wreaked havoc across the country and changed the political history of England
forever. Indeed, 1066 was so critical a turning point that it marked the end of the
Anglo-Saxon epoch. Harold II: The Doomed Saxon King is the first full-scale
biography of England's "lost king," an astute political operator who as Earl of
Wessex won the affection of the English people, and the death-bed nomination
from Edward the Confessor to succeed him. The Battle of Hasting was a close-run
battle that could have gone either way—England would be a very different place
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today had the fatal arrow missed Harold's eye.

Harold II
Writing the Welsh borderlands in Anglo-Saxon England
Harold Godwinson (c.1022 - 14 October 1066), often called Harold II, was the last
crowned Anglo-Saxon king of England. Harold reigned from 6 January 1066[1] until
his death at the Battle of Hastings, fighting the Norman invaders led by William the
Conqueror during the Norman conquest of England. His death marked the end of
Anglo-Saxon rule over England.Harold was a powerful earl and member of a
prominent Anglo-Saxon family with ties to Cnut the Great. Upon the death of his
brother-in-law King Edward the Confessor on 5 January 1066, the Witenagemot
convened and chose Harold to succeed; he was crowned in Westminster Abbey. In
late September, he successfully repelled an invasion by rival claimant Harald
Hardrada of Norway before marching his army back south to meet William the
Conqueror at Hastings two weeks later.Edward George Earle Lytton Bulwer-Lytton,
1st Baron Lytton, PC (25 May 1803 - 18 January 1873) was an English writer and
politician. He served as a Whig MP from 1831 to 1841 and a Conservative MP from
1851 to 1866. He was Secretary of State for the Colonies from June 1858 to June
1859, when he selected Richard Clement Moody to be founder of British Columbia.
He was offered the Crown of Greece in 1862 after the abdication of King Otto, but
declined it. He became Baron Lytton of Knebworth in 1866. His son was the
statesman Robert Bulwer-Lytton, 1st Earl of Lytton, who served as GovernorGeneral of India and British Ambassador to France, and wrote poetry under the
pseudonym Owen Meredith. Bulwer-Lytton's literary works were highly popular; his
novels earned him a fortune. He coined the phrases "the great unwashed," "pursuit
of the almighty dollar," "the pen is mightier than the sword," and "dweller on the
threshold." Then came a sharp decline in his reputation, so that he is known today
for little more than the opening line "It was a dark and stormy night," the first
seven words of his novel Paul Clifford (1830). The sardonic Bulwer-Lytton Fiction
Contest attempts to find the "opening sentence of the worst of all possible
novels."LifeBulwer-Lytton was born on 25 May 1803 to General William Earle
Bulwer of Heydon Hall and Wood Dalling, Norfolk and Elizabeth Barbara Lytton,
daughter of Richard Warburton Lytton of Knebworth House, Hertfordshire. He had
two older brothers, William Earle Lytton Bulwer (1799-1877) and Henry
(1801-1872), later Lord Dalling and Bulwer.When Edward was four, his father died
and his mother moved to London. He was a delicate, neurotic child and was
discontented at a number of boarding schools. But he was precocious and Mr.
Wallington at Baling encouraged him to publish, at the age of fifteen, an immature
work, Ishmael and Other Poems.In 1822 he entered Trinity College, Cambridge,
where he met John Auldjo, but shortly afterwards moved to Trinity Hall. In 1825 he
won the Chancellor's Gold Medal for English verse.In the following year he took his
BA degree and printed, for private circulation, a small volume of poems, Weeds
and Wild Flowers.He purchased a commission in the army in 1826, but sold it in
1829 without serving.In August 1827, he married Rosina Doyle Wheeler
(1802-1882), a famous Irish beauty, but against his mother's wishes, who withdrew
his allowance, so that he was forced to work for a living. They had two children,
Lady Emily Elizabeth Bulwer-Lytton (1828-1848), and (Edward) Robert Lytton
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Bulwer-Lytton, 1st Earl of Lytton (1831-1891) who became Governor-General and
Viceroy of British India (1876-1880).His writing and political work strained their
marriage, while his infidelity embittered Rosina;[10] in 1833 they separated
acrimoniously and in 1836 the separation became legal.Three years later, Rosina
published Cheveley, or the Man of Honour (1839), a near-libellous fiction bitterly
satirising her husband's alleged hypocrisy.

The Norman Conquest
A fascinating fictionalised biography of the life of Harold Godwinson, the last AngloSaxon King of England, defeated by William the Conqueror at the Battle of
Hastings. This interesting novel is a strange mix of romanticism and research,
featuring both witchcraft and scholarly footnotes.

Writing the Welsh borderlands in Anglo-Saxon England
The biography of Alfred the Great, the ninth-century king who fended off the
Vikings and converted their leader to Christianity. King of Wessex from 871 to 886
AD, and king of the Anglo-Saxons until 899 AD, the man who would later be known
as Alfred the Great saved his realm from the Vikings even as surrounding
kingdoms fell to them. He then made the conversion of the Vikings’ leader,
Guthrum, to Christianity a condition of their peace treaty—and eventually became
renowned for his beneficent rule, sharp intellect, and reforms in the areas of
education, law, and the military. This biography, richly detailed and with a
distinctly witty touch, brings Alfred and his world to vivid life.

Moment of Battle
This riveting and authoritative USA Today and Wall Street Journal bestseller is “a
much-needed, modern account of the Normans in England” (The Times, London).
The Norman Conquest was the most significant military—and cultural—episode in
English history. An invasion on a scale not seen since the days of the Romans, it
was capped by one of the bloodiest and most decisive battles ever fought.
Language, law, architecture, and even attitudes toward life itself —from the
destruction of the ancient ruling class to the sudden introduction of castles and the
massive rebuilding of every major church—were altered forever by the coming of
the Normans. But why was this revolution so total? Reassessing original evidence,
acclaimed historian and broadcaster Marc Morris goes beyond the familiar story of
William the Conqueror, an upstart French duke who defeated the most powerful
kingdom in Christendom. Morris explains why England was so vulnerable to attack;
why the Normans possessed the military cutting edge though they were perceived
as less sophisticated in some respects; and why William’s hopes of a united AngloNorman realm unraveled, dashed by English rebellions, Viking invasions, and the
insatiable demands of his fellow conquerors. Named one of the best books of the
year by the Kansas City Star, who called the work “stunning in its action and
drama,” and the Providence Journal, who hailed it “meticulous and absorbing,” this
USA Today and Wall Street Journal bestseller is a tale of gripping drama, epic
clashes, and seismic social change.
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The Last English King
The Story of the Bayeux Tapestry
The Encomium Emmae Reginae is a political tract in praise, as its title suggests, of
Queen Emma, daughter of Duke Richard I of Normandy, wife of King Ethelred the
Unready from 1002 to 1016, and wife of the Danish conqueror King Cnut from 1017
to 1035. It is a primary source of the utmost importance for our understanding of
the Danish conquest of England in the early eleventh century, and for the political
intrigue in the years which followed the death of King Cnut in 1035. It offers a
remarkable account of a woman who was twice a queen, and of her determination
to retain her power as queen-mother. This reprint, which contains the definitive
text and translation of the Encomium Emmae Reginae first published in 1949,
traces the basic outline of Queen Emma's career and transports us to the heart of
eleventh-century politics by defining as clearly as possible the historical context in
which the Encomium was written.

Encomium Emmae Reginae
England is in crisis. King Edward has no heir and promises never to produce one.
There are no obvious successors available to replace him, but quite a few
claimants are eager to take the crown. While power struggles break out between
the various factions at court, enemies abroad plot to make England their own.

Æthelred the Unready
When it first came out in 1986, Gale Owen-Crocker's book was a milestone in
costume studies, a foundation on which much work has subsequently been based.
Nearly twenty years later, there is more to be said, and this updated edition is long
overdue. An encyclopaedic study of English dress from the fifth to the eleventh
centuries, it draws evidence from archaeology, text and art (manuscripts, ivories,
metalwork, stone sculpture, mosaics), and also from re-enactors' experience. It
examines archaeological textiles, cloth production and the significance of imported
cloth and foreign fashions. Dress is discussed as a marker of gender, ethnicity,
status and social role - in the context of a pagan burial, dress for holy orders,
bequests of clothing, commissioning a kingly wardrobe, and much else - and
surviving dress fasteners and accessories are examined with regard to type and to
geographical/chronological distribution. There are colour reconstructions of early
Anglo-Saxon dress and a cutting pattern for a gown from the Bayeux tapestry; Old
English garment names are discussed, and there is a glossary of costume and
other relevant terms. GALE OWEN-CROCKER is Professor of Anglo-Saxon Culture at
the University of Manchester. She has a special interest in dress throughout the
medieval period - she advises on dress entries to the Toronto Old English
Dictionary and has consulted for many museums and television companies. She is
co-editor of the new journal Medieval Clothing and Textiles. Generously illustrated
with 25 plates, 12 in colour, and 140 drawings.

The Last English King
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Synopsis coming soon.

Harold the King
Studies of warfare, armies, logistics and weapons throughout the Norman realms.

Harold
England 1044. As dawn breaks over a summer's landscape, Harold Godwinesson is
riding east. One of seven sons of the noble Godwine family, he is newly created
Earl of East Anglia, and a talented diplomat and soldier. But marrying for love sets
him against his family and his king.In France, William, the bastard son of a duke, is
hungry for power. A charismatic leader, he cares nothing for the hypocrisy of court,
only his next victory. Matched by his determined wife Mathilda, he casts his eyes
towards England.King Edward, weak and tyrannical, is alternately influenced and
angered by his powerful mother, the Dowager Queen Emma. Manipulated into a
marriage of convenience with Harold's sister, he is at the mercy of his nobles -and
he lacks an heir

The Life of King Edward who Rests at Westminster
The Massacre of St Brice's Day -- The 'Palace Revolution', 1005-6 -- Sin and society,
1006-9 -- Crime and punishment -- Apocalypse and atonement -- CHAPTER 6 A
KINGDOM LOST AND WON 1009-16 -- From crisis to collapse: Thorkell's 'immense
raiding army', 1009-12 -- Calamity and response, 1009-12 -- Faction, friction and
conquest, 1013-16 -- CONCLUSION AN AGE OF ILL COUNSEL? -- BIBLIOGRAPHY -INDEX

Gesta Regum Anglorum: General introduction and commentary
The family of Earl Godwin of Wessex stands among the most famous in English
history, whose most famous son was King Harold. Frank Barlow charts the family
through to Harold – the last Anglo-Saxon king – and finally the crowning of William
the Conqueror during the Norman Conquest. Set against the backdrop of Viking
raids and ultimately the Norman Conquest of 1066, Frank Barlow unravels the
gripping history of a feuding family that nevertheless determined the course and
fortunes of all the English.

The Works of Edward Bulwer Lytton: Harold, the last of the
Saxon kings
This is the first study of the Anglo-Welsh border region in the period before the
Norman arrival in England, from the fifth to the twelfth centuries. Its conclusions
significantly alter our current picture of Anglo/Welsh relations before the Norman
Conquest by overturning the longstanding critical belief that relations between
these two peoples during this period were predominately contentious. Writing the
Welsh borderlands in Anglo-Saxon England demonstrates that the region which
would later become the March of Wales was not a military frontier in Anglo-Saxon
England, but a distinctively mixed Anglo-Welsh cultural zone which was depicted
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as a singular place in contemporary Welsh and Anglo-Saxon texts. This study
reveals that the region of the Welsh borderlands was much more culturally
coherent, and the impact of the Norman Conquest on it much greater, than has
been previously realised.

The House of Godwine
King Harold II and the Bayeux Tapestry
Presents the Anglo-Saxon period of English history from the fifth century up to the
late eleventh century, covering such events as the spread of Christianity, the
invasions of the Vikings, the composition of Beowulf, and the Battle of Hastings.

Harold
A fascinating fictionalised biography of the life of Harold Godwinson, the last AngloSaxon King of England, defeated by William the Conqueror at the Battle of
Hastings. This interesting novel is a strange mix of romanticism and research,
featuring both witchcraft and scholarly footnotes.

King Alfred of England
Harold Godwineson was king of England from January 1066 until his death at
Hastings in October of that year. For much of the reign of Edward the Confessor,
who was married to Harold’s sister Eadgyth, the Godwine family, led by Earl
Godwine, had dominated English politics. In The Rise and Fall of the House of
Godwine, Emma Mason tells the turbulent story of a remarkable family which, until
Harold’s unexpected defeat, looked far more likely than the dukes of Normandy to
provide the long-term rulers of England. But for the Norman Conquest, an AngloSaxon England ruled by the Godwine dynasty would have developed very
differently from that dominated by the Normans.

The Normans and Their Adversaries at War
When Harold, King England, fell to William the Conqueror's army at Hastings in
1066 it changed the course of British history forever. This is the life of Harold,
Anglo-Saxon England's last king.

The Godwins
This book challenges the orthodox views of William I's great census of 1086, to
give an intriguing story of the origins of England’s greatest historical record, as
well as new insights into its contents.

The Norman Conquest
William the Conqueror
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An authoritative life of Edward the Confessor, the monarch whose death sparked
the invasion of 1066 One of the last kings of Anglo-Saxon England, Edward the
Confessor regained the throne for the House of Wessex and is the only English
monarch to have been canonized. Often cast as a reluctant ruler, easily
manipulated by his in-laws, he has been blamed for causing the invasion of
1066—the last successful conquest of England by a foreign power. Tom Licence
navigates the contemporary webs of political deceit to present a strikingly different
Edward. He was a compassionate man and conscientious ruler, whose reign
marked an interval of peace and prosperity between periods of strife. More than
any monarch before, he exploited the mystique of royalty to capture the hearts of
his subjects. This compelling biography provides a much-needed reassessment of
Edward’s reign—calling into doubt the legitimacy of his successors and rewriting
the ending of Anglo-Saxon England.

Harold the Last of the Saxon Kings
King Harold Godwineson is one of history's shadowy figures, known mainly for his
defeat and death at the Battle of Hastings. His true status and achievements have
been overshadowed by the events of October 1066 and by the bias imposed by the
Norman victory. In truth, he deserves to be recalled as one of the greatest rulers.
Harold: The Last Anglo-Saxon King sets out to correct this distorted image by
presenting Harold's life in its proper context, offering the first full-length critical
study of his career in the years leading up to 1066. Ian Walker's carefully
researched critique allows the reader to realistically assess the lives of both Harold
and his rival William, significantly enhancing our knowledge of both.

Harold: Last of the Saxons: Large Print
Essays on the brief but tumultuous reign of Harold II, and one of our most
important sources of knowledge of the time - the Bayeux Tapestry.

The Battle of Hastings
Three weeks before the battle of Hastings, Harold defeated an invading army of
Norwegians at the battle of Stamford Bridge, a victory which was to cost him dear.
The events surrounding the battle are discussed in detail.

Edward the Confessor
The definitive and fully illustrated guide to the Bayeux Tapestry. The full history of
the events leading up to the Battle of Hastings and the story of the tapestry itself.

Harold
William of Malmesbury's Regesta Regum Anglorum (Deeds of the English Kings) is
one of the great histories of England, and one of the most important historical
works of the European Middle Ages. Volume II of the Oxford Medieval Texts edition
provides a full historical introduction, a detailed textual commentary, and an
extensive bibliography. It forms the essential complement to the text and
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translation which appeared in Volume I.

Harold the Last of the Saxon Kings
Two leading military historians present a case for what they have identified as the
20 most crucial battles of all time, explaining how each conflict represents a
historical epoch that triggered profound transformations and significantly shaped
the development of the modern world.

The Last King of Wales
On September 27, 1066, Duke William of Normandy sailed for England with
hundreds of ships and over 8,000 men. King Harold of England, weakened by a
ferocious Viking invasion from the north, could muster little defense. At the Battle
of Hastings of October 14, he was outflanked, quickly defeated, and killed by
William's superior troops. The course of English history was altered forever. Three
years later, Walt, King Harold's only surviving bodyguard, is still emotionally and
physically scarred by the loss of his king and his country. Wandering through Asia
Minor, headed vaguely for the Holy Land, he meets Quint, a renegade monk with a
healthy line of skepticism and a hearty appetite for knowledge. It is he who
persuades Walt, little by little, to tell his extraordinary story. And so begins a rollercoaster ride into an era of enduring fascination. Weaving fiction around fact, Julian
Rathbone brings to vibrant, exciting, and often amusing life the shadowy figures
and events that preceded the Norman Conquest. We see Edward, confessing far
more than he ever did in the history books. We meet the warring nobles of Mercia
and Wessex; Harold and his unruly clan; Canute's descendants with their delusions
of grandeur; predatory men, pushy women, subdued Scots, and wily Welsh. And
we meet William of Normandy, a psychotic thug with interesting plans for the
"racial sanitation" of the Euroskeptics across the water. Peppered with discussions
on philosophy, dentistry, democracy, devils, alcohol, illusions, and hygiene, The
Last English King raises issues, both daring and delightful, that question the nature
of history itself. Where are the lines between fact, interpretation, and re-creation?
Did the French really stop for a two-hour lunch during the Battle of Hastings?

Anglo-Saxon Boy
While the date 1066 is familiar to almost everybody as the year of the Norman
conquest of England, few can place the event in the context of the dramatic year in
which it took place. In this book, David Howarth attempts to bring alive the
struggle for the succession to the English crown from the death of Edward the
Confessor in January 1066 to the Christmas coronation of Duke William of
Normandy. There is an almost uncanny symmetry, as well as a relentlessly exciting
surge, of events leading to and from the Battle of Hastings.

Harold: The Last of the Saxon Kings (Complete)
The Anglo-Saxon World
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The origins, course & outcomes of William the Conqueror's conquest of England
1051-1087.

Domesday Book
History.

1066
Harriet Harvey Wood's original and fascinating book shows that, rather than
bringing culture and enlightenment to England, the Normans' aggressive and
illegal invasion destroyed a long-established and highly-developed civilization
which was far ahead of other European peoples in its political institutions, art and
literature. It explores the background and lead-up to the invasion and the motives
of the leading players, the state of warfare in England and Normandy in 1066, and
the battle itself. By all the laws of probability, King Harold ought to have won the
battle of Hastings without difficulty and to have enjoyed a peaceful and
enlightened reign. That he did not was largely a matter of sheer bad luck. The
result could just as easily have gone the other way. This gripping and highlyreadable book shows how he came to be defeated, and what England lost as a
result of his defeat and death.

The Norwegian Invasion of England in 1066
Gruffudd ap Llywelyn was Wales’ greatest king. Ambitious and battle-sure, he
succeeded in doing what no Welsh king before him was capable of: he ruled all
Wales as a united and independent state. He went further by turning the Viking
threat to his realm into a powerful weapon and conquering border land that had
been in English hands for centuries. Having emerged as a war leader, Gruffudd
also proved to be much more: a patron of the arts and church, with the trappings
of a king who was respected and feared on the European stage. His eventual
murder at the hands of his own men narrowed the country’s political ambitions and
left Wales in chaos on the eve of the arrival of the Normans. Those who betrayed
Gruffudd were the forebears of the famous princes who would dominate Wales
until the Edwardian Conquest, meaning that the former king left no one to tell of
his glory. As a result, 1,000 years after his birth, the would-be nation builder is all
but forgotten. Here, Sean and Michael Davies reveal the king in all his glory, telling
for the first time the story of one of Wales’ greatest figures and exploring the full
implications of Gruffudd’s rule. For, without Gruffudd, the fate of King Harold and
the outcome of the Battle of Hastings would have been very different …

King Harold II and the Bayeux Tapestry
This is the first study of the Anglo-Welsh border region in the period before the
Norman arrival in England, from the fifth to the twelfth centuries. Its conclusions
significantly alter our current picture of Anglo/Welsh relations before the Norman
Conquest by overturning the longstanding critical belief that relations between
these two peoples during this period were predominately contentious. Writing the
Welsh borderlands in Anglo-Saxon England demonstrates that the region which
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would later become the March of Wales was not a military frontier in Anglo-Saxon
England, but a distinctively mixed Anglo-Welsh cultural zone which was depicted
as a singular place in contemporary Welsh and Anglo-Saxon texts. This study
reveals that the region of the Welsh borderlands was much more culturally
coherent, and the impact of the Norman Conquest on it much greater, than has
been previously realised.
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