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Britain and the Celtic Iron Age
This book examines daily life for children in Prehistoric Britain. Chapters focus on the Stone, Bronze and Iron ages, looking
at family life, finding food, education, religion, art, culture and much more.

An Archaeology of Images
An authoritative and radical rethinking of the history of Ancient Britain and Ancient Ireland, based on remarkable new
archaeological finds.

Iron Age Communities in Britain
The Druids and the Arthurian legends are all most of us know about early Britain, from the Neolithic to the Iron Age (4500
BC-AD 43). Drawing on archaeological discoveries and medieval Welsh texts like the Mabinogion, this book explores the
religious beliefs of the ancient Britons before the coming of Christianity, beginning with the megaliths--structures like
Stonehenge--and the role they played in prehistoric astronomy. Topics include the mysterious Beaker people of the Early
Bronze Age, Iron Age evidence of the Druids, the Roman period and the Dark Ages. The author discusses the myths of King
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Arthur and what they tell us about paganism, as well as what early churches and monasteries reveal about the enigmatic
Druids.

Romano-Celtic Élites and Their Religion
How the Roman system influenced the politics, art, religion, and general way of life of the native peoples of Britain after the
Claudian invasion of AD 43. Despite the richness of archaeological, epigraphic and literary evidence, what actually occurred
remains a subject of keen debate.

Animals in Celtic Life and Myth
Britain's pagan past, with its mysterious monuments, atmospheric sites, enigmatic artifacts, bloodthirsty legends, and
cryptic inscriptions, is both enthralling and perplexing to a resident of the twenty-first century. In this ambitious and
thoroughly up-to-date book, Ronald Hutton reveals the long development, rapid suppression, and enduring cultural
significance of paganism, from the Paleolithic Era to the coming of Christianity. He draws on an array of recently discovered
evidence and shows how new findings have radically transformed understandings of belief and ritual in Britain before the
arrival of organized religion. Setting forth a chronological narrative, Hutton along the way makes side visits to explore
specific locations of ancient pagan activity. He includes the well-known sacred sites—Stonehenge, Avebury, Seahenge,
Maiden Castle, Anglesey—as well as more obscure locations across the mainland and coastal islands. In tireless pursuit of
the elusive “why” of pagan behavior, Hutton astonishes with the breadth of his understanding of Britain’s deep past and
inspires with the originality of his insights.

Britain B.C.
Religion in Late Roman Britain explores the changes in religion over the fourth century; the historical background for these
changes and the forces which contributed to them. Dorothy Watts examines the reasons for the decline of Christianity and
the continuation of the pagan, Celtic cults in Britain. The author establishes a chronology for the rise and decline of
Christianity, based on the available archaeological evidence, and she charts the fate of the pagan cults and temples in the
fourth century. The author discusses the nature of Romano-British pagan religion and she analyses the controversial rite of
decapitated burial in the light of some startling new archaeological evidence.

Pagan Britain
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Magic, both benevolent (white) and malign (black), has been practiced in the British Isles since at least the Iron Age (800
BCE-CE 43). "Curse tablets"--metal plates inscribed with curses intended to harm specific people--date from the Roman
Empire. The Anglo-Saxons who settled in England in the fifth and sixth centuries used ritual curses in documents, and wrote
spells and charms. When they became Christians in the seventh century, the new "magicians" were saints, who performed
miracles. When William of Normandy became king in 1066, there was a resurgence of belief in magic. The Church was able
to quell the fear of magicians, but the Reformation saw its revival, with numerous witchcraft trials in the late 16th and 17th
centuries.

The Arras Culture of Eastern Yorkshire – Celebrating the Iron Age
This book was written at a time when the older conventional diffusionist view of prehistory, largely associated with the work
of V. Gordon Childe, was under rigorous scrutiny from British prehistorians, who still nevertheless regarded the ‘Arras’
culture of eastern Yorkshire and the ‘Belgic’ cemeteries of south-eastern Britain as the product of immigrants from
continental Europe. Sympathetic to the idea of population mobility as one mechanism for cultural innovation, as widely
recognized historically, it nevertheless attempted a critical re-appraisal of the southern British Iron Age in its continental
context. Subsequent fashion in later prehistoric studies has favoured economic, social and cognitive approaches, and the
cultural-historical framework has largely been superseded. Routine use of radiocarbon dating and other science-based
applications, and new field data resulting from developer-led archaeology have revolutionized understanding of the British
Iron Age, and once again raised issues of its relationship to continental Europe.

The Gods of the Celts
This volume examines daily life for children in prehistoric Britain. Chapters focus on the Stone, Bronze and Iron ages,
looking at family life, finding food, education, religion, art, culture and much more.

Religion in Late Roman Britain
This ebook edition does not include illustrations. As he did in ‘Britain B.C.’ and ‘Britain A.D.’, eminent archaeologist Francis
Pryor challenges familiar historical views of the Middle Ages by examining fresh evidence from the ground.

Religion in Roman Britain
Until now the old religions of Britain have only been looked at in a piecemeal way. This book presents a detailed and
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focused investigation of the religion of the Dobunni and the Hwicce peoples who occupied the Severn valley and the
Cotswolds immediately before and after the Roman occupation. It uncovers some secrets of the old religion of Britain that
have lain hidden in reams of unconnected and largely forgotten information, from a variety of sources. The first part of the
book concerns the deification of the natural world; the second, the deities of the tribal groups. It explores the deities of the
different areas of the Dobunnic/Hwiccan territory; identifying the goddess of the Cotswolds, and describes how the worship
manifested itself. Yeates demonstrates how the deification of rivers was important and how this has led to the location of a
number of ancient river shrines as well as the identification of a number of monumental arrangements used by the peoples
in their religious activities and folk-group identity; numerous recognizably pre-Old English folk-names are also shown to
relate specifically to river-names, town-names, and folk-group-names. The religious use of the hill-forts, of which there are
so many dotted over the landscape, and their shrines is discussed. These are connected with mineral extraction, warfare,
nemetons, and sacred groves. The use for standing totems and burial practices is also covered. Once the associations are
made between deity, river, and folk-group, and all other aspects of religion have been discussed the deity who resided over
the Dobunni is revealed. Her cult, which was evident in the major Roman towns, can be traced back into the Iron Age, and
can be identified as the inspiration for the tribal name Hwicce . This shows an element of continuity in British culture, not
recognized previously because of the assumed obliteration of British culture due to the extent, success, and longevity of the
Roman occupation and Anglo-Saxon migration. Understanding the tribal goddess also explains why this people were "the
tribe of witches". Finally, it is recognised that these gods did not perish but persisted in medieval legends, traditions and
place-names. Although at its core this is a study of two British tribes, the work will have a major impact on the
understanding of pre-Christian religion not only in Britain but also in Western Europe generally.

Iron Age Lives
This volume of 33 papers on the Atlantic region of Western Europe in the first millennium BC reflects a diverse range of
theoretical approaches, techniques, and methodologies across current research, and is an opportunity to compare
approaches to the first millennium BC from different national and theoretical perspectives.

English Heritage Book of Roman Britain
The Celts are seen as a family of European peoples who spoke related languages and shared many things in common, from
art to aspects of religion and social organization. Was the British Iron Age simply part of this supposedly uniform, Celtic
world, or was it something much more distinctive, complex, strange and fascinating than we have been led to believe? New
research is promoting reappraisals of Britain's prehistory, in ways which challenge many ideas, such as that of a familiar
Celtic past.
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Bronze Boar Figurines in Iron Age and Roman Britain
Leading archaeologist Francis Pryor retells the story of King Arthur, legendary king of the Britons, tracing it back to its
Bronze Age origins.

Sacred Britannia
Since its first publication in 1971, Barry Cunliffe's monumental survey has established itself as a classic of British
archaeology. This fully revised fourth edition maintains the qualities of the earlier editions, whilst taking into account the
significant developments that have moulded the discipline in recent years. Barry Cunliffe here incorporates new theoretical
approaches, technological advances and a range of new sites and finds, ensuring that Iron Age Communities in Britain
remains the definitive guide to the subject.

Ritual and Religion in Iron Age Britain
The aim of this thesis is to `examine the development of constructed cult loci from the late Iron Age to the late Roman
period in Southern Britain'. Smith concludes that such sites were rare during the late Iron Age but became more widespread
during the Roman period.

Dying for the Gods
Explains "the nature of sacrifice in antiquity" and "different aspects of the subject: the notion of flesh for the gods; rites of
fire and blood; the significance of defleshing heads and of skulls; suffocation ; the selection of victims and the evidence for
the sacrifice of children." Author "puts forward some reasons for ritual murder and shows how" certain practices "illustrate
the importance of place in the sacrificial rite" and "highlights the essential role of the priesthood in sacrificial
murder."--Jacket.

The Iron Age in Lowland Britain
Magic in Britain
Apart from Christianity and the Oriental Cults, religion in Roman Britain is often discussed as though it remained basically
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Celtic in belief and practice, under a thin veneer of Roman influence. Using a wide range of archaeological evidence, Dr
Henig shows that the Roman element in religion was of much greater significance and that the natural Roman veneration
for the gods found meaningful expression even in the formal rituals practised in the public temples of Britain.

Rites of the Gods
The Pagan Religions of the Ancient British Isles
A new edition of this illustrated guide to Celtic religion in Britain and Europe.

Atlantic Europe in the First Millennium BC
Since early discoveries of so-called Celtic Art during the 19th century, archaeologists have mused on the origins of this
major art tradition, which emerged in Europe around 500 BC. Classical influence has often been cited as the main impetus
for this new and distinctive way of decorating, but although Classical and Celtic Art share certain motifs, many of the design
principles behind the two styles differ fundamentally. Instead, the idea that Celtic Art shares its essential forms and themes
of transformation and animism with Iron Age art from across northern Eurasia has recently gained currency, partly thanks
to a move away from the study of motifs in prehistoric art and towards considerations of the contexts in which they appear.
This volume explores Iron Age art at different scales and specifically considers the long-distance connections, mutual
influences and shared ‘ways of seeing’ that link Celtic Art to other art traditions across northern Eurasia. It brings together
13 papers on varied subjects such as animal and human imagery, technologies of production and the design theory behind
Iron Age art, balancing pan-Eurasian scale commentary with regional and site scale studies and detailed analyses of
individual objects, as well as introductory and summary papers. This multi-scalar approach allows connections to be made
across wide geographical areas, whilst maintaining the detail required to carry out sensitive studies of objects.

Britain AD: A Quest for Arthur, England and the Anglo-Saxons
Life in the Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age
Iron Age Lives provides the first integrated academic treatment of the Iron Age of Britain and Ireland. After considering the
social changes that marked the end of the Later Bronze Age, it examines the environmental, economic, demographic and
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cultural factors that underpinned the emergence of the fragmented and regionalised societies of the Early Iron Age.
Subsequent chapters trace the development of increasingly complex and distinctive social forms across Britain and Ireland
including the hillfort societies of southern England and the Welsh Marches; village communities of the Upper Thames Valley;
the dense settlement landscapes, cemeteries and chariot burials of East Yorkshire; the hillfort communities of Northumbria
and south-east Scotland; the broch-building societies of Atlantic Scotland; and the ritual landscapes of Iron Age Ireland
Central themes that cut across the book's broadly chronological structure include: the creation and expression of individual
and collective identities; the social role of art and religion; changing gender roles; technological innovation, including ironworking and rotary technology; the complex and varied treatments of the dead; gift-giving, trade and exchange; and the
role of conflict and violence. The text is supported throughout by box features expanding on individual sites, objects,
themes or debates and the book focuses, where appropriate, on fresh and exciting new finds and discoveries from the last
few years including, for example, the well-preserved bog bodies from eastern Ireland, recently excavated chariot burials
from Newbridge and Ferry Fryston, Iron Age roads from East Anglia, the Midlands and Ireland, musical instruments from
High Pasture Cave in Skye and Cnip in Lewis, the shrine containing gold torcs from Stirlingshire, and the impact of AMS
dating on the chronologies of Iron Age art and burial.

Iron Age Communities in Britain
This is the first survey of religious beliefs in the British Isles from the Stone Age to the coming of Christianity. Hutton draws
upon a wealth of new data to reveal some important rethinking about Christianization and the decline of paganism.

Life in the Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age
In 1817 a group of East Yorkshire gentry opened barrows in a large Iron Age cemetery on the Yorkshire Wolds at Arras, near
Market Weighton, including a remarkable burial accompanied by a chariot with two horses, which became known as the
King’s Barrow. This was the third season of excavation undertaken there, producing spectacular finds including a further
chariot burial and the so-called Queen’s barrow, which contained a gold ring, many glass beads and other items. These and
later discoveries would lead to the naming of the Arras Culture, and the suggestion of connections with the near European
continent. Since then further remarkable finds have been made in the East Yorkshire region, including 23 chariot burials,
most recently at Pocklington in 2017 and 2018, where both graves contained horses, and were featured on BBC 4’s Digging
for Britain series. This volume bring together papers presented by leading experts at the Royal Archaeological Institute
Annual Conference, held at the Yorkshire Museum, York, in November 2017, to celebrate the bicentenary of the Arras
discoveries. The remarkable Iron Age archaeology of eastern Yorkshire is set into wider context by views from Scotland, the
south of England and Iron Age Western Europe. The book covers a wide variety of topics including migration, settlement
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and landscape, burials, experimental chariot building, finds of various kinds and reports on the major sites such as
Wetwang/Garton Slack and Pocklington.

Britain in the Middle Ages: An Archaeological History (Text only)
Coins and Power in Late Iron Age Britain
Cunobelin, Shakespeare's Cymbeline, ruled much of south-east Britain in the years before Claudius' legions arrived,
creating the Roman province of Britannia. But what do we know of him and his rule, and that of competing dynasties in
south-east Britain? This book examines the background to these, the first individuals in British history. It explores the way in
which rulers bolstered their power through the use of imagery on coins, myths, language and material culture. After the
visit of Caesar in 55 and 54 BC, the shadow of Rome played a fundamental role in this process. Combining the
archaeological, literary and numismatic evidence, John Creighton paints a vivid picture of how people in late Iron Age Britain
reacted to the changing world around them.

Religion in Britain from the Megaliths to Arthur
Understanding Celtic Religion
Divina Moneta
Traditionally, British history has been regarded as starting with the Roman Conquest. Yet this is to ignore half a million
years of prehistory that still exert a profound influence on British and Irish life today. In Britain BC, Francis Pryor sets the
record straight. Aided in recent years by aerial photography and coastal erosion (which has helped expose such sites as
Seahenge), and by advances in scientific techniques such as radiocarbon dating and wood analysis, archaeologists have
discovered compelling evidence for a much more sophisticated life among the Ancient Britons than has been previously
supposed. Far from being woad-painted barbarians, the earliest inhabitants of the British Isles had developed their own
religions, laws, crafts, arts, trade systems, farms, and priesthood long before the Romans' brief occupation. Examining sites
from the great ceremonial landscapes of Stonehenge, Avebury, and the Bend of the Boyne to small domestic settlements,
and objects from precious ritual offerings to the tiny fragments of flint discarded by toolmakers, Francis Pryor, one of our
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leading archaeologists, has created a remarkable portrait of the life of our ancestors, in all its variety and complexity. His
authoritative and radical re-examination of Britain and Ireland before the coming of the Romans makes us look afresh at the
whole story of our islands.

Seahenge
Although it has long been acknowledged that the early Irish literary corpus preserves both pre-Christian and Christian
elements, the challenges involved in the understanding of these different strata have not been subjected to critical
examination. This volume draws attention to the importance of reconsidering the relationship between religion and
mythology, as well as the concept of ‘Celtic religion’ itself. When scholars are attempting to construct the so-called ‘Celtic’
belief system, what counts as ‘religion’? Or, when labelling something as ‘religion’ as opposed to ‘mythology’, what do
these entities entail? This volume is the first interdisciplinary collection of articles which critically reevaluates the
methodological challenges of the study of ‘Celtic religion’; the authors are eminent scholars in the field of Celtic Studies
representing the disciplines of theology, literary studies, history, law and archaeology, and the book represents a significant
contribution to the present scholarly debate concerning the pre-Christian elements in early medieval source materials.

Ritual and religion in iron age Britain. 1 (1985)
Ritual and Religion in Iron Age Britain
Since its first publication in 1971, Barry Cunliffe's monumental survey has established itself as a classic of British
archaeology. This fully revised fourth edition maintains the qualities of the earlier editions, whilst taking into account the
significant developments that have moulded the discipline in recent years. Barry Cunliffe here incorporates new theoretical
approaches, technological advances and a range of new sites and finds, ensuring that Iron Age Communities in Britain
remains the definitive guide to the subject.

The Tribe of Witches
This edited collection analyses the phenomenon of coin use for religious and ritual purposes in different cultures and across
different periods of time. It proposes an engagement with the theory and interpretation of the ‘material turn’ with
numismatic evidence, and an evidence-based series of discussions to offer a fuller, richer and fresh account of coin use in
ritual contexts. No extensive publication has previously foregrounded coins in such a model, despite the fact that coins
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constitute an integrated part of the material culture of most societies today and of many in the past. Here, interdisciplinary
discussions are organised around three themes: coin deposit and ritual practice, the coin as economic object and divine
mediator, and the value and meaning of coin offering. Although focusing on the medieval period in Western Europe, the
book includes instructive cases from the Roman period until today. The collection brings together well-established and
emerging scholars from archaeology, art history, ethnology, history and numismatics, and great weight is given to material
evidence which can complement and contradict the scarce written sources.

The Differential Use of Constructed Sacred Space in Southern Britain, from the Late Iron Age
to the 4th Century AD
One of the most haunting and enigmatic archaeological discoveries of recent times was the uncovering in 1998 at low tide
of the so-called Seahenge on the north coast of Norfolk. This circle of wooden planks set vertically in the sand, with a large
inverted tree-trunk in the middle, likened to a ghostly "hand reaching up from the underworld", has now been dated to
around 2020 BC. It focused national attention on archaeology to an extent not seen for many years, and the issues raised
by its removal and preservation made it a "cause celebre". Francis Pryor has been at the centre of British archaeological
fieldwork for nearly 30 years, piecing together the way of life of Bronze Age people, their settlement of the landscape, their
religion and rituals. "Seahenge" demonstrates how much Western civilization owes to the prehistoric societies that existed
in Europe in the last four millennia BC.

The Cambridge World History of Violence
Life in Ancient Britain
Two thousand years ago, the Romans sought to absorb into their empire what they regarded as a remote, almost mythical
island on the very edge of the known world - Britain. The expeditions of Julius Caesar and the invasion of ad 43 brought
fundamental and lasting changes to the island. Not least among these was a pantheon of new Classical deities and religious
systems, along with a clutch of exotic eastern cults including Christianity. But what of Britannia and her own home-grown
deities? What cults and cosmologies did the Romans encounter and how did they in turn react to them? Under Roman rule,
the old gods were challenged, adopted, adapted, absorbed and re-configured. In this fresh and innovative new account,
Miranda Aldhouse-Green balances literary, archaeological and iconographic evidence (and scrutinizes their shortcomings
and how we interpret them) to illuminate the complexity of religion and belief in Roman Britain, and the two-way traffic of
cultural exchange and interplay between imported and indigenous cults. Despite the remoteness of this period, on the
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threshold between prehistory and history, many of the forces, tensions, ideologies and issues of identity at work are still
relevant today, as Sacred Britannia skilfully draws out.

Art in the Eurasian Iron Age
Using archaeology and social anthropology, and more than 100 original line drawings and photographs, An Archaeology of
Images takes a fresh look at how ancient images of both people and animals were used in the Iron Age and Roman societies
of Europe, 600 BC to AD 400 and investigates the various meanings with which images may have been imbued. The book
challenges the usual interpretation of statues, reliefs and figurines as passive things to be looked at or worshipped, and
reveals them instead as active artefacts designed to be used, handled and broken. It is made clear that the placing of
images in temples or graves may not have been the only episode in their biographies, and a single image may have gone
through several existences before its working life was over. Miranda Aldhouse Green examines a wide range of other issues,
from gender and identity to foreignness, enmity and captivity, as well as the significance of the materials used to make the
images. The result is a comprehensive survey of the multifarious functions and experiences of images in the communities
that produced and consumed them. Challenging many previously held assumptions about the meaning and significance of
Celtic and Roman art, An Archaeology of Images will be controversial yet essential reading for anyone interested in this
area.

Britain BC: Life in Britain and Ireland Before the Romans (Text Only)
Animals played a crucial role in many aspects of Celtic life: in the economy, hunting, warfare, art, literature and religion.
Such was their importance to this society, that an intimate relationship between humans and animals developed, in which
the Celts believed many animals to have divine powers. In Animals in Celtic Life and Myth, Miranda Green draws on
evidence from early Celtic documents, archaeology and iconography to consider the manner in which animals formed the
basis of elaborate rituals and beliefs. She reveals that animals were endowed with an extremely high status, considered by
the Celts as worthy of respect and admiration.
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