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Syntactic Theory and First Language Acquisition: Binding,
dependencies, and learnability
Semantics
The study of opacity falls under the general programme of showing how the
meaning of any complex sentence is composed from the meanings of its
constituent clauses, phrases and words. Opaque constructions are special from this
point of view because the compositional principles that determine their meaning
are so intricate. The main argument of this book is that the systematic ambiguity
of opaque constructions has generally been underestimated.

The Linguistic Review
Proceedings of the West Coast Conference on Formal
Linguistics
Syntax and Beyond
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Directory of Programs in Linguistics in the United States &
Canada
Top researchers in prosody and psycholinguistics present their research and their
views on the role of prosody in processing speech and also its role in reading. The
volume characterizes the state of the art in an important area of psycholinguistics.
How are general constraints on prosody (‘timing’) and intonation (‘melody’) used to
constrain the parsing and interpretation of spoken language? How are they used to
assign a default prosody/intonation in silent reading, and more generally what is
the role of phonology in reading? Prosody and intonation interact with phonology,
syntax, semantics and pragmatics and thus are at the very core of language
processes.

Cross-Linguistic Perspectives on Language Processing
language-specific competence within the acquisitional process. Together with the
focus on acquisition of the verb and its grammar research in this domain provides
a fruitful basis for discussion. The maturation model of language acquisition
assumes that UG becomes the language specific grammar over time and that UG is
entirely available only up until the time when the native language has been
completely acquired (cf. Atkinson 1992, Wexler 1999). Constructivist models that
may also be opposed to theories of UG alongside with the usage- based
approaches m- tioned above mostly elaborate on the early acquisition of spatial
relations (e. g. Bowerman and Choi 2001, Sinha et al. 1999); however, two main
hy- theses of this approach – a holistic view of universal spatial cognition and the
language specific acquisition hypothesis are beyond the main scope – of this book.
The book presents original contributions based on analyses of naturalistic data
from eleven languages: Croatian, Dutch, English, Estonian, French, German,
Hebrew, Jakarta Indonesian, Japanese, Russian and Spanish. Three of the
contributions make cross-linguistic comparisons – between English and Russian;
English, German and Spanish; and German, Croatian and English. All papers in the
volume investigate first language acquisition and one paper studies both first and
second language acquisition.

Fundamentals of Psycholinguistics
Recent studies in psycho linguistics have ranged through a variety of languages. In
this trend, which has no precedent, studies in language processing have followed
studies in language acquisition and theoretical linguistics in considering language
universals in a broader scope than only in English. Since the beginning of the
century, studies in language acquisition have produced a vast body of data from a
number of Indoeuropean languages, and the emphasis on the universal has
preceded the emphasis on the particular (see (Slobin 1985) for a review).
Nowadays, the research in the field advances by means of a continuous linking
between the cross-linguistic uniformities and the individual language influences on
development. The level of language universals is continuously refined as the data
from a number of languages contribute to the elaboration of a more distinctive
picture of the language of children. The first cross-linguistic studies in theoretical
linguistics appeared at the end of the seventies. Within the Chomskian paradigm,
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the reference to the Romance languages caused a shift from a rule-based toward a
principle-based formalism (Chomsky 1981, 1995); within alternative theories, the
reduced prominence of the pure phrase structure component in favor of the
lexicon and/or the functional relations (see, e.g., Lexical Functional Grammar
(Bresnan 1982), Relational Grammar (Perlmutter 1983)) sought empirical support
in languages exhibiting deep structural differences with respect to English (e.g.
Bantu, Malayalam, Romance and Slavic languages Warlpiri). The M. De Vincenzi
and V. Lombardo (eds.), Cross-linguistic Perspectives on Language Processing,
1-19.

California Lingwistik Notes
Meeting Handbook
Proceedings of the North East Linguistic Society 32
This book argues in favour of cross-linguistic variation in sentence processing by
providing empirical data from ambiguity resolution in Greek as L1 and L2. It is
maintained that in highly inflected languages, like Greek, initial parsing decisions
are determined by the interaction of morphological and lexical cues rather than by
universal parsing principles.

The Acquisition of Verbs and their Grammar:
Ralph Shapey (b. 1921) is one of the most controversial composers of the
twentieth century. His music has been described as searing, terrifying, and
altogether extraordinary, highly poetic and very lyrical, and magnificentepic in its
scope, arrestingly original in its utterance. More than sixty of his works have been
published and he has received numerous awards and commissions. This catalogue
begins with a brief biography. The second section lists the works of the composer,
numbered chronologically by date of completion, and includes eleven categories of
information: Title, number of movements, duration, instrumental forces, number of
pages, catatogue number of publication, dedication, first performance, reviews,
and discography. There is also a section that discusses the method of composition
Shapey has employed in all his works since 1981, and which he calls The Mother
Lode

CUNYforum
Language and Cognition
Linguistics
Introducing the fundamental issues in psycholinguistics, this book explores the
amazing story of the unconscious processes that take place when humans use
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language. It is an ideal text for undergraduates taking a first course in the study of
language. Topics covered include the biological foundations of language;
acquisition of first and second languages in children and adults; the mental
lexicon; and speech production, perception, and processing Structured as an
engaging narrative that takes the reader from an idea in the mind of a speaker to
its comprehension in the mind of the hearer Reflects the latest empirical
developments in psycholinguistics, and is illustrated throughout with examples
from bilingual as well as monolingual language processing, second language
acquisition, and sign languages Student-friendly features include chapter-bychapter study questions and discussion summaries; the appendix offers an
excellent overview of experimental designs in psycholinguistics, and prepares
students for their own research Written by an internationally-regarded author
team, drawing on forty years of experience in teaching psycholinguistics

Langages
Reanalysis in Sentence Processing
This handbook provides a critical guide to the most central proposition in modern
linguistics: the notion, generally known as Universal Grammar, that a universal set
of structural principles underlies the grammatical diversity of the world's
languages. Part I considers the implications of Universal Grammar for philosophy of
mind and the philosophy of language, and examines the history of the theory. Part
II focuses on linguistic theory, looking at topics such as explanatory adequacy and
how phonology and semantics fit into Universal Grammar. Parts III and IV look
respectively at the insights derived from UG-inspired research on language
acquisition, and at comparative syntax and language typology, while part V
considers the evidence for Universal Grammar in phenomena such as creoles,
language pathology, and sign language. The book will be a vital reference for
linguists, philosophers, and cognitive scientists.

Learnability and Linguistic Theory
The Oxford Handbook of Universal Grammar
English Linguistics
What are the landmarks of the cognitive revolution? What are the core topics of
modern cognitive science? Where is cognitive science heading? These and other
questions are addressed in this volume by leading cognitive scientists as they
examine the work of one of cognitive science's most influential and polemical
figures: Jerry Fodor. Contributions by Noam Chomsky, Tom Bever, Merrill Garrett,
Massimo Piattelli-Palmarini, Zenon Pylyshyn, Janet Fodor, C. Randy Gallistel, Ernie
Lepore, Mary C. Potter, Lila R. Gleitman, and others, put in perspective Fodor's
contribution to cognitive science by focusing on three main themes: the nature of
concepts, the modularity of language and vision, and the language of thought. On
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Modules, Concepts, and Language: Cognitive Science at Its Core is a one-of-a-kind
series of essays on cognitive science and on Fodor. In this volume, Chomsky
contrasts, for the first time, his view of modularity with that of Fodor's; Bever--one
of the pioneers of modern psycholinguistics--discusses the nature of consciousness
in particular with respect to language perception; Garrett--another of the pioneers
of psycholinguistics--reassesses his view of modularity in language production;
Pylyshyn--one of the leading figures of the modern symbolic, computational view of
the mind--presents his view of the connection between visual perception and
conceptual attainment; Gallistel--one of the most prominent cognitive
neuroscientists--presents a proposal on what the biological bases of the
computational theory of mind might be. Massimo Piattelli-Palmarini discusses
Fodor's views on conceptual nativism, stemming from the epic debate between
Chomsky and Piaget, which Piattelli-Palmarini organized. These and many other
key figures of cognitive science are brought together, for the first time,
constituting the most up-to-date critical view of some of cognitive science's most
polemical topics and its prospects as the science of the mind. This volume is aimed
at students and advanced researchers in core areas of cognitive science and is
bound to become one of the classics in the field.

NELS
The impetus for this volume developed from the 1982 University of Western
Ontario Learnability Workshop, which was organized by the editors and sponsored
by that University's Department of Philosophy and the Centre for Cognitive
Science. The volume e~plores the import of learnability theory for contemporary
linguistic theory, focusing on foundational learning-theoretic issues associated with
the parametrized Government-Binding (G-B) framework. Written by prominent re
searchers in the field, all but two of the eight contributions are pre viously
unpublished. The editor's introduction provides an overview that interrelates the
separate papers and elucidates the foundational issues addressed by the volume.
Osherson, Stob, and Weinstein's "Learning Theory and Natural Language" first
appeared in Cognition (1984); Matthews's "The Plausi bility of Rationalism" was
published in the Journal of Philosophy (1984). The editors would like to thank the
publishers for permission to reprint these papers. Mr. Marin Marinov assisted with
the preparation of the indices for the volume. VB ROBERT 1. MATTHEWS
INTRODUCTION: LEARNABILITY AND LINGUISTIC THEORY 1. INTRODUCTION Formal
learning theory, as the name suggests, studies the learnability of different classes
of formal objects (languages, grammars, theories, etc.) under different formal
models of learning. The specification of such a model, which specifies (a) a
learning environment, (b) a learn ing strategy, and (c) a criterion for successful
learning, determines (d) a class of formal objects, namely, the class that can be
acquired to the level of the specified success criterion by a learner implementing
the specified strategy in the specified enviroment.

Annual Workshop on Formal Approaches to Slavic Linguistics
Directory of Programs in Linguistics in the United States &
Canada, 1995
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Language
Explores how global youth push the boundaries of standard language and exploit
the potential of their multilingual repertoires online.

Syntactic Nuts
This book represents the state of the art in the study of gradience in grammar - the
degree to which utterances are acceptable or grammatical, and the relationship
between acceptability and grammaticality. Gradience is at the centre of
controversial issues in the theory of grammar and the understanding of language.
The acceptability of words and sentences may be linked to the frequency of their
use and measured on a scale. Among the questions considered in the book are:
whether such measures are beyond the scope of a generative grammar or, in other
words, whether the factors influencing acceptability are internal or external to
grammar; whether observed gradience is a property of the mentally represented
grammar or a reflection of variation among speakers; and what gradient
phenomena reveal about the relationship between acceptability and
grammaticality, and between competence and performance. The book is divided
into four parts. Part I seeks to clarify the nature of gradience from the perspectives
of phonology, generative syntax, psycholinguistics, and sociolinguistics. Parts II
and III examine issues in phonology and syntax. Part IV considers long whmovement from different methodological perspectives. The data discussed comes
from a wide range of languages and dialects, and includes tone and stress
patterns, word order variation, and question formation. Gradience in Grammar will
interest linguists concerned with the understanding of syntax, phonology, language
acquisition and variation, discourse, and the operations of language within the
mind.

Foundational Issues in Natural Language Processing
A collection of papers reflecting the shift away from characterizing second
language acquisition as either having, or not having, access to principles and
parameters of Universal Grammar, and towards theories of putative L1 influence
on the L2 learner.

Explicit and Implicit Prosody in Sentence Processing
A comprehensive review for those interested in the range of theoretical concerns in
speech and language processing.

Proceedings of NELS.
How are native speakers of a language instinctively able to make precise linguistic
judgements about marginal syntactic matters? What does this tell us about both
the structure of language and our innate language ability as humans? These
questions form the focus of Professor Culicover's in-depth study which will appeal
to both graduate students and professionals within the fields of linguistic theory
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and cognitive science.

Parsing and Interpretation
Japanese Sentence Processing
Cognitive Models Of Speech Processing
On Concepts, Modules, and Language
William Rounds, Avarind Joshi, Janet Fodor, and Robert Berwick are leading
scholars in the multidisciplinary field of natural language processing. In four
separate essays they address the complex and difficult connections among
grammatical theory, mathematical linguistics, and the operation of real naturallanguage-processing systems, both human and electronic. The editors' substantial
introduction details the progress and problems involved in attempts to relate these
four areas of research.William Rounds discusses the relevance of complexity
results to linguistics and computational linguistics, providing useful caveats about
how results might be misinterpreted and pointing out promising avenues of future
research. Avarind Joshi (with K. Vijay-Shanker and David Weir) surveys results
showing the equivalence of several different grammatical formalisms, all of which
are mildly context-sensitive, with special attention to variants of tree adjoining
grammar.Janet Fodor discusses how psycholinguistic results can bear on the choice
among competing grammatical theories, surveying a number of recent
experiments and their relevance to issues in grammatical theory. Robert Berwick
considers the relationship between issues in linguistic theory and the construction
of computational parsing systems, in particular the question of what it means to
implement a theory of grammar in a computational system. He argues for the
advantages of a principle-based approach over a rulebased one, and surveys
several recent parsing systems based on the theory of government and
binding.Peter Sells is Assistant Professor of Linguistics at Stanford University.
Stuart M. Shieber is Assistant Professor of Computer Science on the Gordon McKay
Endowment at Harvard University. Thomas Wasow is Professor of Linguistics and
Philosophy at Stanford University.

A Catalogue of the Works of Ralph Shapey
Gradience in Grammar
This volume is a direct result of the International Symposium on Japanese Sentence
Processing held at Duke University. The symposium provided the first opportunity
for researchers in three disciplinary areas from both Japan and the United States to
participate in a conference where they could discuss issues concerning Japanese
syntactic processing. The goals of the symposium were three-fold: * to illuminate
the mechanisms of Japanese sentence processing from the viewpoints of
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linguistics, psycholinguistics and computer science; * to synthesize findings about
the mechanisms of Japanese sentence processing by researchers in these three
fields in Japan and the United States; * to lay foundations for future
interdisciplinary research in Japanese sentence processing, as well as international
collaborations between researchers in Japan and the United States. The chapters in
this volume have been written from the points of view of three different disciplines,
with various immediate objectives -- from building usable speech understanding
systems to investigating the nature of competence grammars for natural
languages. All of the papers share the long term goal of understanding the nature
of human language processing mechanisms. The book is concerned with two
central issues -- the universality of language processing mechanisms, and the
nature of the relation between the components of linguistic knowledge and
language processing. This volume demonstrates that interdisciplinary research can
be fruitful, and provides groundwork for further research in Japanese sentence
processing.

Cross-linguistic Variation in Sentence Processing
The topic addressed in this volume lies within the study of sentence processing,
which is one of the major divisions of psycholinguistics. The goal has been to
understand the structure and functioning of the mental mechanisms involved in
sentence comprehension. Most of the experimental and theoretical work during the
last twenty or thirty years has focused on 'first-pass parsing', the process of
assigning structure to a sentence as its words are encountered, one at a time,
'from left to right' . One important guiding idea has been to delineate the
processing mechanisms by studying where they fai!. For this purpose we identify
types of sentences which perceivers have trouble assigning structure to. An
important class of perceptually difficult senten ces are those which contain
temporary ambiguities. Since the parsing mechanism cannot tell what the intended
structure is, it may make an incorrect guess. Then later on in the sentence, the
structure assignment process breaks down, because the later words do not fit with
the incorrect structural analysis. This is called a 'garden path' situation. When it
occurs, the parsing mechanism must somehow correct itself, and find a different
analysis which is compatible with the incoming words. This reanalysis process is
the subject of the research reported here.

An Integrated Theory of Linguistic Ability
The Linguistic Description of Opaque Contexts (RLE Linguistics
A: General Linguistics)
Linguistics and Language Behavior Abstracts
Multilingual Youth Practices in Computer Mediated
Communication
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The Development of Second Language Grammars
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