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American Muslim Women, Religious Authority, and Activism

Magisterarbeit aus dem Jahr 2006 im Fachbereich Orientalistik / Sinologie -
Islamwissenschaft, Note: 1,5, Freie Universitat Berlin (Institut fur
Islamwissenschaft), Sprache: Deutsch, Abstract: Der Name Amina Waduds ist
vielen erst im Zusammenhang mit dem von ihr geleiteten Freitagsgebet in New
York im Marz vergangenen Jahres bekannt geworden. Das Ereignis wurde in den
Medien sensationalisiert, wenngleich die Reaktionen unterschiedlich ausfielen. So
titelte die Welt am 21. Marz 2005 mit Weibliche Vorbeterin provoziert die
islamische Welt" und suggeriert damit, dass die islamische Welt," wie sie hier
heisst, ein Problem mit einer Frau als Vorbeterin hat. Auch zahlreiche Zeitungen in
muslimischen Landern berichteten von dem Ereignis. Allen Reaktionen gemeinsam
ist jedoch eines: Sie alle zitieren die Stimmen zahlreicher muslimischer Gelehrter,
die erklaren, warum es islamisch eigentlich illegitim sei, dass eine Frau ein Gebet
von Mannern und Frauen leitet. In jedem Fall scheint man den Eindruck vermitteln
zu wollen, dass das, was Amina Wadud da getan hat, irgendwie unislamisch" sei.
Vielen Islamwissenschaftlern war sie hingegen durch ihr Buch Qur'an and Woman"
bekannt geworden, in dem sie den Versuch unternimmt, bestimmte Koranverse,
die zur religiosen Legitimierung eines misogynen Frauenbildes und
diskriminierender Praktiken benutzt werden konnen, neu zu interpretieren, wobei
sie von einer im Koran verankerten Geschlechtergerechtigkeit ausgeht. Amina
Wadud ist in der Tat unter Muslimen umstritten und wird nicht selten des Abfalls
vom Glauben bezichtigt, ihre Ausserungen werden als unislamisch und
unqualifiziert abgetan, meist ohne dass eine ernsthafte Auseinandersetzung mit
ihrem Werk stattfindet. Gleichzeitig gibt es jedoch Glaubige, die in der
Argumentation, den Positionen Waduds eine Legitimation und Bestatigung fur das
finden, was sie sich erhoffen: dass es auch innerhalb eines islamischen
Referenzrauhmens moglich ist fur Geschlechtergerechtigkeit zu streite

Senior High Core Collection
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A new volume in a series dedicated to a study of the Black experience includes a
collection of essays by distinguished scholars and intellectuals on slavery in the
Americas, the Middle Passage, African Americans and Native Americans, Afro-
Latinos, and Islam and African Americans, as well as extensive resources,
timelines, and more. Original.

Living Islam Out Loud

New Books on Women and Feminism

Love, InshAllah

Every 3rd issue is a quarterly cumulation.

Library Journal

The Advocate

Hammer looks at the work of significant female American Muslim writers, scholars,
and activists since 1990, using their writings as a lens for a larger discussion of
Muslim intellectual production in America and beyond. Centered on the
controversial women-led Friday prayer in March 2005, Hammer uses this event and
its aftermath to address themes of faith, community, and public opinion. While
gender is the catalyst for Hammer's study, her examination of these women's
intellectual output touches on themes central to contemporary Islam: authority,
tradition, Islamic law, justice, and authenticity.

From Orientalism to American Ummah

Living Out Islam

American Book Publishing Record

It's the end of the world as we know it Someday soon, you might wake up to the
call to prayer from a muezzin. Europeans already are. And liberals will still tell you
that "diversity is our strength"--while Talibanic enforcers cruise Greenwich Village
burning books and barber shops, the Supreme Court decides sharia law doesn't
violate the "separation of church and state," and the Hollywood Left decides to
give up on gay rights in favor of the much safer charms of polygamy. If you think
this can't happen, you haven't been paying attention, as the hilarious, provocative,
and brilliant Mark Steyn--the most popular conservative columnist in the English-
speaking world--shows to devastating effect. The future, as Steyn shows, belongs
to the fecund and the confident. And the Islamists are both, while the West is
looking ever more like the ruins of a civilization. But America can survive, prosper,
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and defend its freedom only if it continues to believe in itself, in the sturdier virtues
of self-reliance (not government), in the centrality of family, and in the conviction
that our country really is the world's last best hope. Mark Steyn's America Alone is
laugh-out-loud funny--but it will also change the way you look at the world.

Muslim Cool

"Walk barefoot and the thorns will hurt you…" —Iraqi-Turkmen proverb A riveting
story of hope and despair, of elation and longing, Barefoot in Baghdad takes you to
the front lines of a different kind of battle, where the unsung freedom fighters are
strong, vibrant—and female. An American aid worker of Arab descent, Manal Omar
moves to Iraq to help as many women as she can rebuild their lives. She quickly
finds herself drawn into the saga of a people determined to rise from the ashes of
war and sanctions and rebuild their lives in the face of crushing chaos. This is a
chronicle of Omar's friendships with several Iraqis whose lives are crumbling before
her eyes. It is a tale of love, as her relationship with one Iraqi man intensifies in a
country in turmoil. And it is the heartrending stories of the women of Iraq, as they
grapple with what it means to be female in a homeland you no longer recognize.
"Manal Omar captures the complex reality of living and working in war-torn Iraq, a
reality that tells the story of love and hope in the midst of bombs and
explosions."—Zainab Salbi, founder and CEO of Women for Women International,
and author (with Laurie Becklund) of the national bestselling book Between Two
Worlds: Escape from Tyranny: Growing Up in the Shadow of Saddam "A fascinating,
honest, and inspiring portrait of a women's rights activist in Iraq, struggling to help
local women while exploring her own identity. Manal Omar is a skilled guide into
Iraq, as she understands the region, speaks Arabic, and wears the veil. At turns
funny and tragic, she carries a powerful message for women, and delivers it
through beautiful storytelling."—Christina Asquith, author of Sisters in War: A Story
of Love, Family and Survival in the New Iraq "At turns funny and tragic…a powerful
message for women, [delivered] through beautiful storytelling."—Christina Asquith,
author of Sisters in War

Encyclopedia of Islam in the United States

Book Review Index

Earth, Empire and Sacred Text examines the Muslim-Christian theology of creation
and humanity, aiming to construct a dialogue to enable both faiths to work
together to preserve our planet, to bring justice to its most needy inhabitants, and
to contribute to peace-building.

What Is Veiling?

The Book Review Digest

First published in 1952, the International Bibliography of the Social Sciences
(anthropology, economics, political science, and sociology) is well established as a
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major bibliographic reference for students, researchers and librarians in the social
sciences worldwide. Key features * authority: Rigorous standards are applied to
make the IBSS the most authoritative selective bibliography ever produced.
Articles and books are selected on merit by some of the world's most expert
librarians and academics. * breadth: today the IBSS covers over 2000 journals -
more than any other comparable resource. The latest monograph publications are
also included. * international Coverage: the IBSS reviews scholarship published in
over 30 languages, including publications from Eastern Europe and the developing
world. *User friendly organization: all non-English titles are word sections.
Extensive author, subject and place name indexes are provided in both English and
French.

Women: Images & Realities, A Multicultural Anthology

The New World Reader

Presents a collection of essays, periodical articles, plays, poems, and short fiction
pieces written by Muslim scholars and artists, which depict the diverse roles and
experiences of Muslim women in society.

Barefoot in Baghdad

Earth, Empire, and Sacred Text

Some scholars believe that the influence of Islam in the United States can be
traced back to Thomas Jefferson. Today, Islam and American Muslim populations
are growing in importance in this country, and demand for information about them
is high, especially in the aftermath of September 11, 2001. This A-to-Z
encyclopedia will help students and other readers get a fast grip on pertinent
holidays, terms, beliefs, practices, notables, and sects of the Islamic faith and
Muslim practitioners in the United States. The accompanying primary documents
volume provides 93 crucial articles, speeches, essays, poems, songs, and more to
flesh out the encyclopedia entries. This encyclopedia and primary documents set,
the first on the topic and for the general reader, is a must-have for every library.
The primary focus is contemporary but the entries are historically contextualized,
so the fuller picture of origins outside the country and practice now in the United
States is clear. Further reading suggestions accompany each entry. The primary
documents volume enhances the encyclopedic entries with annotated selections
such as an article from an entry on a leading Muslim American magazine or an
essay by a Muslim American scholar to illuminate an entry on her. This will be a
boon for students doing reports on Islam and for non-Muslims looking to learn
about Muslims in an objective, broad way. It is clearly and authoritatively written
and compiled by a host of scholars, primarily from Harvard University's Center for
Middle Eastern Studies. An introduction, chronology, selected bibliography, set
index, and photos round out the set. Sample entries: African Americans; Bush,
George W.; Calendar; Dietary Rules; Dress; Gulf War; Hate Crimes; Iranian Hostage
Crisis; Media Coverage; The Message International Magazine; Mosques; Music;
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Muslim Students Association; Nation of Islam; Native Americans; New York City;
Poetry; Prisons; Shi'a Communities; Sufism; World Trade Center; Young
Professionals. Sample documents: Salah Al-Sawy, The Assembly of Muslim Jurists in
America Fatwa Against the Danish Media and Government over the Cartoon Crisis,
from The Assembly of Muslim Jurists in America; Michael Wolfe, Michael Wolfe,
United States, 1990, from One Thousand Roads to Mecca: Ten Centuries of
Travelers Writing about the Muslim Pilgrimage; Waris and Wajid Syed, Top 10
Muslim Hip-Hop Lyrics, from Warbux Records, beliefnet.com

Taking Back Islam

With compelling selections by some of the world's most respected and critically
acclaimed writers, The New World Reader encourages exploration of some of the
most significant global challenges of the 21st century. Students consider topics
that affect their lives, such as the challenges and consequences of globalization,
global warming, bilingual education, and redefined gender roles. Challenged by
such notable contemporary thinkers and writers as Richard Rodriguez, Bharati
Mukherjee, Kwame Anthony Appiah, Kofi Annan, Barbara Ehrenreich, and Arundhati
Roy, students develop their reading and critical-thinking skills. A consistent
pedagogical apparatus includes brief chapter introductions, author headnotes, and
pre-reading questions that offer students a preview of the central theme in each
section. Exercise sets follow each essay, providing for writing, reading, discussion,
and exploration opportunities.

Mending a Torn World

Ranging from simple head scarf to full-body burqa, the veil is worn by vast
numbers of Muslim women around the world. What Is Veiling? explains one of the
most visible, controversial, and least understood emblems of Islam. Sahar Amer's
evenhanded approach is anchored in sharp cultural insight and rich historical
context. Addressing the significance of veiling in the religious, cultural, political,
and social lives of Muslims, past and present, she examines the complex roles the
practice has played in history, religion, conservative and progressive perspectives,
politics and regionalism, society and economics, feminism, fashion, and art. By
highlighting the multiple meanings of veiling, the book decisively shows that the
realities of the practice cannot be homogenized or oversimplified and extend well
beyond the religious and political accounts that are overwhelmingly proclaimed
both inside and outside Muslim-majority societies. Neither defending nor criticizing
the practice, What Is Veiling? clarifies the voices of Muslim women who struggle to
be heard and who, veiled or not, demand the right to live spiritual, personal, and
public lives in dignity.

Shattering the Stereotypes

Origins

- More than 6,500 books in the initial clothbound volume, plus more than 2,400
new titles in four annual supplements. - New coverage of biographies, art, sports,
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Islam and the Middle East, and cultural diversity. - Special focus on graphic novels,
primary source materials, nonbook materials, and periodicals. - Analytic entries for
items in collections and anthologies.

Mizna

Works and Days

A panel of thirty-five experts, writers, and religious leaders--including Muhammad
Ali and Karen Armstrong--take a close-up look at the future of Islam, the historical
realities that have shaped it, the paradoxes and schisms within it, the conflict
between fundamentalism and progressives, and its beliefs and practices, in an
informative panel discussion. Reprint. 10,000 first printing.

Teaching World Literature

IBSS: Sociology: 2005 Vol. 55

Islam and AIDS is the first book to comprehensively address the HIV/AIDS
pandemic from an Islamic perspective, with contributions from a number of
internationally known activists and scholars of Islam, including Kecia Ali and
Abdulaziz Sachedina. With an introduction by Peter Piot, Director of the Joint United
Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS, this landmark work provides an insight into new
possibilities of critical and progressive Islamic approaches, in both law and ethics,
to one of the most urgent crises facing humankind today. Covering emotive issues
such as gender, justice, poverty, health, disease, addiction, and sexuality, Islam
and AIDS provides the religious analysis so essential for the communities at the
forefront of the epidemic.

Islam and AIDS

Say It Loud!

Feministische Koraninterpretation am Beispiel Amina Waduds

Essays debate whether Islamic and western values are in conflict, the status of
women, whether the religion promotes violence, and its future around the world.

Books for the Teen Age

The Living Church

Following Say It Plain, a collection of speeches that provides “a sweeping
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perspective on evolving issues of black identity in the struggle for equality”
(Booklist). In “full-throated public oratory, the kind that can stir the soul”, Say It
Plain collected and transcribed speeches by some of the twentieth century’s
leading African American cultural, literary, and political figures. Many of the
speeches were never before available in printed form (Minneapolis Star-Tribune).
Following the success of that groundbreaking volume, the Say It Loud! book adds
new depth to the history of the modern struggle for racial equality and civil
rights—focusing directly on the pivotal questions black America grappled with
during the past four decades of resistance. With recordings unearthed from
libraries and sound archives, and made widely available here for the first time, Say
It Loud! includes powerful speeches by Malcolm X, Angela Davis, Martin Luther
King Jr., James H. Cone, Toni Morrison, Colin Powell, and many others. Bringing the
rich immediacy of the spoken word to a vital historical and intellectual tradition,
Say It Loud! illuminates the diversity of ideas and arguments pulsing through the
black freedom movement.

Dance Studies and Global Feminisms

2015 Israel Fishman Non-Fiction Award presented by the Stonewall Books Awards
of the American Library Association Muhsin is one of the organizers of Al-Fitra
Foundation, a South African support group for lesbian, transgender, and gay
Muslims. Islam and homosexuality are seen by many as deeply incompatible. This,
according to Muhsin, is why he had to act. “I realized that I’m not alone—these
people are going through the very same things that I’m going through. But I’ve
managed, because of my in-depth relationship with God, to reconcile the two. I was
completely comfortable saying to the world that I’m gay and I’m Muslim. I wanted
to help other people to get there. So that’s how I became an activist.” Living Out
Islam documents the rarely-heard voices of Muslims who live in secular democratic
countries and who are gay, lesbian, and transgender. It weaves original interviews
with Muslim activists into a compelling composite picture which showcases the
importance of the solidarity of support groups in the effort to change social
relationships and achieve justice. This nascent movement is not about being “out”
as opposed to being “in the closet.” Rather, as the voices of these activists
demonstrate, it is about finding ways to live out Islam with dignity and integrity,
reconciling their sexuality and gender with their faith and reclaiming Islam as their
own.

Diaspora

Religious Pluralism in Democratic Societies

This is an exciting, and unsettling, time to be teaching world literature, writes
David Damrosch. Because the range of works taught in world literature courses has
expanded enormously, both historically and geographically, the task of
selection—and of teacher preparation—has grown more challenging. Teachers of
this field must grapple with such issues as coverage, cultural difference, and the
role of translation in the classroom. Should one emphasize masterpieces or
traditions, concepts or themes? How does one avoid making a work bear the
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burden of representing an entire tradition? To what extent should anthologies be
used? Can a course be global in scope and yet focus on a few works, authors,
moments? This collection of thirty-two essays in the MLA series Options for
Teaching offers an array of solutions to these challenges, reflecting the wide
variety of institutions, courses, and students described by the contributors. An
annotated bibliography is provided, with a listing of useful Web sites.

Senior High Core Collection

“A book that strips off the traditional trappings of Islamic womanhood to expose
the special strengths and vulnerabilities that lie beneath.” —The Washington Post
Romance, dating, sex and—Muslim women? In this groundbreaking collection,
twenty-five American Muslim writers sweep aside stereotypes to share their search
for love openly for the first time, showing just how varied the search for love can
be—from singles’ events and online dating, to college flirtations and arranged
marriages, all with a uniquely Muslim twist. These stories are filled with passion
and hope, loss and longing: A quintessential blonde California girl travels abroad to
escape suffocating responsibilities at home, only to fall in love with a handsome
Brazilian stranger she may never see again. An orthodox African-American woman
must face her growing attraction to her female friend. A young girl defies her South
Asian parents’ cultural expectations with an interracial relationship. And a
Southern woman agrees to consider an arranged marriage, with surprising results.
These compelling stories of love and romance create an irresistible balance of
heart-warming and tantalizing, always revealing and deeply relatable. “A beautiful
collection that reminds us all not only of the diversity of the American Muslim
community, but the universality of the human condition, especially when it comes
to something as magical and complicated as love.” —Reza Aslan, #1 New York
Times bestselling author of God: A Human History “Portraits of private lives that
expose a group in some cases kept literally veiled, yet that also illustrate that
American Muslim women grapple with universal issues.” —The New York Times

Muslim Women in Contemporary Societies

Nadine Jolie Courtney's All-American Muslim Girl is a relevant, relatable story of
being caught between two worlds, and the struggles and hard-won joys of finding
your place. Allie Abraham has it all going for her—she’s a straight-A student, with
good friends and a close-knit family, and she’s dating popular, sweet Wells
Henderson. One problem: Wells’s father is Jack Henderson, America’s most famous
conservative shock jock, and Allie hasn’t told Wells that her family is Muslim. It’s
not like Allie’s religion is a secret. It’s just that her parents don’t practice, and
raised her to keep it to herself. But as Allie witnesses Islamophobia in her small
town and across the nation, she decides to embrace her faith—study, practice it,
and even face misunderstanding for it. Who is Allie, if she sheds the façade of the
“perfect” all-American girl?

America Alone

This groundbreaking study of race, religion and popular culture in the 21st century
United States focuses on a new concept, “Muslim Cool.” Muslim Cool is a way of
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being an American Muslim—displayed in ideas, dress, social activism in the ’hood,
and in complex relationships to state power. Constructed through hip hop and the
performance of Blackness, Muslim Cool is a way of engaging with the Black
American experience by both Black and non-Black young Muslims that challenges
racist norms in the U.S. as well as dominant ethnic and religious structures within
American Muslim communities. Drawing on over two years of ethnographic
research, Su'ad Abdul Khabeer illuminates the ways in which young and
multiethnic U.S. Muslims draw on Blackness to construct their identities as
Muslims. This is a form of critical Muslim self-making that builds on
interconnections and intersections, rather than divisions between “Black” and
“Muslim.” Thus, by countering the notion that Blackness and the Muslim
experience are fundamentally different, Muslim Cool poses a critical challenge to
dominant ideas that Muslims are “foreign” to the United States and puts Blackness
at the center of the study of American Islam. Yet Muslim Cool also demonstrates
that connections to Blackness made through hip hop are critical and
contested—critical because they push back against the pervasive phenomenon of
anti-Blackness and contested because questions of race, class, gender, and
nationality continue to complicate self-making in the United States.

All-American Muslim Girl

Living Islam Out Loud presents the first generation of American Muslim women
who have always identified as both American and Muslim. These pioneers have
forged new identities for themselves and for future generations, and they speak
out about the hijab, relationships, sex and sexuality, activism, spirituality, and
much more. Contributors: Su'ad Abdul-Khabeer, Sham-e-Ali al-Jamil, Samina Ali,
Sarah Eltantawi, Yousra Y. Fazili, Suheir Hammad, Mohja Kahf, Precious Rasheeda
Muhammad, Asra Q. Nomani, Manal Omar, Khalida Saed, Asia Sharif-Clark,
Khadijah Sharif-Drinkard, Aroosha Zoq Rana, Inas Younis From the Trade
Paperback edition.

Islam

This best-selling anthology is a unique introduction to feminism and women’s
studies. It presents a multidisciplinary collection of academic essays and analyses,
personal narratives, and fiction and poetry about women’s lives. The selections
illustrate the variety of women’s experiences, primarily in the United States,
considering both commonalities and differences among women and appreciating
women’s diverse approaches to living and fostering change.
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