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Politics of Catastrophe
This book argues that catastrophe is a particular way
of governing future events – such as terrorism,
climate change or pandemics – which we cannot
predict but which may strike suddenly, without
warning, and cause irreversible damage. At a time
where catastrophe increasingly functions as a signifier
of our future, imaginaries of pending doom have
fostered new modes of anticipatory knowledge and
redeployed existing ones. Although it shares many
similarities with crises, disasters, risks and other
disruptive incidents, this book claims that
catastrophes also bring out the very limits of
knowledge and management. The politics of
catastrophe is turned towards an unknown future,
which must be imagined and inhabited in order to be
made palpable, knowable and actionable. Politics of
Catastrophe critically assesses the effects of these
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new practices of knowing and governing catastrophes
to come and challenges the reader to think about the
possibility of an alternative politics of catastrophe.
This book will be of interest to students of critical
security studies, risk theory, political theory and
International Relations in general.

The Neoliberal Subject
Since September 11, 2001, the imagination of "low
probability, high consequence" events has become a
distinctive feature of contemporary politics. Uncertain
futures—devastation by terrorist attack, cyber crime,
flood, financial market collapse—must be discerned
and responded to as possibilities, however improbable
they may be. In The Politics of Possibility, Louise
Amoore examines this development, tracing its
genealogy through the diverse worlds of risk
management consulting, computer science,
commercial logistics, and data visualization. She
focuses on the increasingly symbiotic relationship
between commercial opportunities and state security
threats, a relation that turns the trusted, iris-scanned
traveler into "a person of national security interest,"
and the designer of risk algorithms for casino and
insurance fraud into a homeland security resource.
Juxtaposing new readings of Agamben, Foucault,
Derrida, Massumi, and Connolly with interpretations
of post–9/11 novels and artworks, Amoore analyzes
the "politics of possibility" and its far-reaching
implications for society, associative life, and political
accountability.
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Premediation: Affect and Mediality After
9/11
Passionate and provocative, this book sets up a
dialogue between its two authors to critique the
contemporary nature of neoliberalism.

Shanzhai
Risk and the War on Terror
Tracing the thread of “decreation” in Chinese
thought, from constantly changing classical
masterpieces to fake cell phones that are better than
the original. Shanzhai is a Chinese neologism that
means “fake,” originally coined to describe knock-off
cell phones marketed under such names as Nokir and
Samsing. These cell phones were not crude forgeries
but multifunctional, stylish, and as good as or better
than the originals. Shanzhai has since spread into
other parts of Chinese life, with shanzhai books,
shanzhai politicians, shanzhai stars. There is a
shanzhai Harry Potter: Harry Potter and the Porcelain
Doll, in which Harry takes on his nemesis Yandomort.
In the West, this would be seen as piracy, or even
desecration, but in Chinese culture, originals are
continually transformed—deconstructed. In this
volume in the Untimely Meditations series, ByungChul Han traces the thread of deconstruction, or
“decreation,” in Chinese thought, from ancient
masterpieces that invite inscription and transcription
to Maoism—“a kind a shanzhai Marxism,” Han writes.
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Han discusses the Chinese concepts of quan, or law,
which literally means the weight that slides back and
forth on a scale, radically different from Western
notions of absoluteness; zhen ji, or original,
determined not by an act of creation but by unending
process; xian zhan, or seals of leisure, affixed by
collectors and part of the picture's composition; fuzhi,
or copy, a replica of equal value to the original; and
shanzhai. The Far East, Han writes, is not familiar with
such “pre-deconstructive” factors as original or
identity. Far Eastern thought begins with
deconstruction.

Speculative Security
This book explores the reasons for a recent
securitization of climate change, and reveals how the
understanding of climate change as a security threat
fuels resilience as a contemporary political paradigm.
Since 2007, political and public discourse has
portrayed climate change in terms of international or
national security. This increasing attention to the
security implications of climate change is puzzling,
however, given the fact that linkages between climate
change and conflict or violence are heavily disputed
in the empirical literature. This book explains this
trend of a securitization of global warming and
discusses its political implications. It traces the actor
coalition that promoted the idea of climate change as
a security issue and reveals the symbols, narratives
and storylines that make up this discourse. Drawing
on three detailed case studies at the international
level of the United Nations, the regional level of the
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Euro-Mediterranean and the national level of the UK,
the book reveals how climate change is turned into a
non-linear and unpredictable threat. The resulting
complexity discourse prevents the adoption of any
exceptional measures and instead presents resilience
as the only way to cope with the climate threat. This
book shows that we can only grasp the complexity of
the securitization process and its implications in the
climate change case by comparing it at different
political levels over a longer period. By developing a
securitization framework the book makes an
important contribution to the ongoing debate on
security and resilience in critical security studies. This
book will be of much interest to students of critical
security studies, resilience, environmental studies,
global governance and IR in general.

The Politics of Possibility
Examining questions of statehood, biopolitics,
sovereignty, neoliberal reason and the economy,
Governmentality explores the advantages and
limitations of adopting Michel Foucault's concept of
governmentality as an analytical framework.
Contributors highlight the differences as well as
possible convergences with alternative theoretical
frameworks. By assembling authors with a wide range
of different disciplinary backgrounds, from
philosophy, literature, political science, sociology to
medical anthropology, the book offers a fresh
perspective on studies of governmentality.

Digital Contagions
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Digital Contagions is the first book to offer a
comprehensive and critical analysis of the culture and
history of the computer virus phenomenon. The book
maps the anomalies of network culture from the
angles of security concerns, the biopolitics of digital
systems, and the aspirations for artificial life in
software. The genealogy of network culture is
approached from the standpoint of accidents that are
endemic to the digital media ecology. Viruses, worms,
and other software objects are not, then, seen merely
from the perspective of anti-virus research or
practical security concerns, but as cultural and
historical expressions that traverse a non-linear field
from fiction to technical media, from net art to politics
of software. Jussi Parikka mobilizes an extensive array
of source materials and intertwines them with an
inventive new materialist cultural analysis. Digital
Contagions draws from the cultural theories of Gilles
Deleuze and Félix Guattari, Friedrich Kittler, and Paul
Virilio, among others, and offers novel insights into
historical media analysis.

Resilience, Emergencies and the Internet
This book offers the first comprehensive and critical
investigation of the specific modes of risk calculation
that are emerging in the so-called War on Terror. Risk
and the War on Terror offers an interdisciplinary set of
contributions which debate and analyze both the
empirical manifestations of risk in the War on Terror
and their theoretical implications. From border
controls and biometrics to financial targeting and
policing practice, the imperative to deploy public and
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private data in order to ‘connect the dots’ of terrorism
risk raises important questions for social scientists
and practitioners alike. How are risk technologies
redeployed from commercial, environmental and
policing domains to the domain of the War on Terror?
How can the invocation of risk in the War on Terror be
understood conceptually? Do these moves embody
transformations from sovereignty to governmentality;
from discipline to risk; from geopolitics to biopolitics?
What are the implications of such moves for the
populations that come to be designated as ‘risky’ or
‘at risk’? Where are the gaps, ambiguities and
potential resistances to these practices? In contrast
with previous historical moments of risk
measurement, governing by risk in the War on Terror
has taken on a distinctive orientation to an uncertain
future. This book will be of strong interest to students
and researchers of international studies, political
science, geography, legal studies, criminology and
sociology.

Creating Fear
Resilience is increasingly discussed as a key concept
across many fields of international policymaking from
sustainable development and climate change,
insecurity, conflict and terrorism to urban and rural
planning, international aid provision and the
prevention of and responses to natural and manmade disasters. Edited by leading academic
authorities from a number of disciplines, this is the
first handbook to deal with resilience as a new
conceptual approach to understanding and
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addressing a range of interdependent global
challenges. The Handbook is divided into nine
sections: Introduction: contested paradigms of
resilience; the challenges of resilience; governing
uncertainty; resilience and neoliberalism;
environmental concerns and climate change
adaptation; urban planning; disaster risk reduction
and response; international security and insecurity;
the policy and practices of international development.
Highlighting how resilience-thinking is increasingly
transforming international policy-making and
government and institutional practices, this book will
be an indispensable source of information for
students, academics and the wider public interested
in resilience, international relations and international
security.

Schizophrenia: the First Ten Dean Award
Lectures
What does it mean to live dangerously? This is not
just a philosophical question or an ethical call to
reflect upon our own individual recklessness. It is a
deeply political issue, fundamental to the new
doctrine of ‘resilience’ that is becoming a key term of
art for governing planetary life in the 21st Century. No
longer should we think in terms of evading the
possibility of traumatic experiences. Catastrophic
events, we are told, are not just inevitable but
learning experiences from which we have to grow and
prosper, collectively and individually. Vulnerability to
threat, injury and loss has to be accepted as a reality
of human existence. In this original and compelling
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text, Brad Evans and Julian Reid explore the political
and philosophical stakes of the resilience turn in
security and governmental thinking. Resilience, they
argue, is a neo-liberal deceit that works by
disempowering endangered populations of
autonomous agency. Its consequences represent a
profound assault on the human subject whose
meaning and sole purpose is reduced to survivability.
Not only does this reveal the nihilistic qualities of a
liberal project that is coming to terms with its political
demise. All life now enters into lasting crises that are
catastrophic unto the end.

Securitizing Global Warming
Does following the money create security or
undermine it?

The Routledge Handbook of International
Resilience
This book traces how resilience is conceptually
grounded in an understanding of the world as
interconnected, complex and emergent. In an
interconnected world, we are exposed to radical
uncertainties, which require new modes of handling
them. Security no longer means the promise of
protection, but it is redefined as resilience - as
security in-formation. Information and the Internet not
only play a key role for our understanding of security
in highly connected societies, but also for resilience
as a new program of tackling emergencies. Social
media, cyber-exercises, the collection of digital data
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and new developments in Internet policy shape
resilience as a new form of security governance.
Through case studies in these four areas this book
documents and critically discusses the relationship
between resilience, the Internet and security
governance. It takes the reader on a journey from the
rise of complexity narratives in the context of security
policy to a discussion of the Internet’s influence on
resilience practices, and ends with a theory of
resilience and the relational. The book shows how the
Internet nourishes narratives of connectivity,
complexity and emergency in political discourses, and
how it brings about new resilience practices. This
book will be of much interest to students of resilience
studies, Critical Security Studies, Internet-politics, and
International Relations in general.

Governmentality
The liberal way of war and the liberal way of rule are
correlated; this book traces that correlation to
liberalism's original commitment to 'making life live'.
Committed to making life live, liberalism is committed
to waging war on behalf of life, specifically to promote
the biopolitical life of species being; what the book
calls 'the biohuman'. Tracking the advent of the age
of life-as-information - complex, adaptive and
emergent - while contrasting biopolitics with
geopolitics, the book details how and why the liberal
way of rule wages war on the human in the cause of
instituting the biohuman. Contingent and emergent,
the biohuman is however continuously also becomingdangerous to itself. It therefore requires constant
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surveillance to anticipate the threats it presents to its
own flourishing. The book explains how, in making life
live, liberal rule finds its expression, today, in making
the biohuman live the emergency of its emergence.
Thus does liberal peace become the continuation of
war by other means. Just as the information and
molecular revolutions have combined to transform
liberal military-strategic thinking so also has it
contributed to the discourse of global danger through
which global liberal governance currently legitimates
the liberal way of war.

The Liberal Way of War
The creative use of fear by news media and social
control organizations has produced a "discurse of
fear" - the awareness and expection that danger and
risk are lurking everywhere. Case studies illustrates
how certain organizations and social institutions
benefit from the explotation of such fear construction.
One social impact is a manipulated public empathy:
We now have more "victims" than at any time in our
prior history. Another, more troubling resutl is the role
we have ceded to law enforcement and punishment:
we turn ever more readily to the state and formal
control to protect us from what we fear. This book
attempts through the marshalling of significant data
to interrupt that vicious cycle of fear discourse.

World Politics at the Edge of Chaos
Power is a pervasive phenomenon yet there is little
consensus on what it is and how it should be
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understood. In this book the cultural theorist ByungChul Han develops a fresh and original perspective on
the nature of power, shedding new light on this key
feature of social and political life. Power is commonly
defined as a causal relation: an individual’s power is
the cause that produces a change of behaviour in
someone else against the latter’s will. Han rejects this
view, arguing that power is better understood as a
mediation between ego and alter which creates a
complex array of reciprocal interdependencies. Power
can also be exercised not only against the other but
also within and through the other, and this involves a
much higher degree of mediation. This perspective
enables us to see that power and freedom are not
opposed to one another but are manifestations of the
same power, differing only in the degree of mediation.
This highly original account of power will be of great
interest to students and scholars of philosophy and of
social, political and cultural theory, as well as to
anyone seeking to understand the many ways in
which power shapes our lives today.

Resilient Life
Comprehensive overview of the inroads made by
Complexity Thinking approaches and ideas in the
study and practice of world politics. Why are
policymakers, scholars, and the general public so
surprised when the world turns out to be
unpredictable? World Politics at the Edge of Chaos
suggests that the study of international politics needs
new forms of knowledge to respond to emerging
challenges such as the interconnectedness between
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local and transnational realities; between markets,
migration, and social movements; and between
pandemics, a looming energy crisis, and climate
change. Asserting that Complexity Thinking (CT)
provides a much-needed lens for interpreting these
challenges, the contributors offer a parallel
assessment of the impact of CT to anthropocentric
and non-anthropocentric (post-human) International
Relations. Using this perspective, the result should be
less surprise when confronting the dynamism of a
fragile and unpredictable global life.

What is Power?
In an era of heightened securitization, print, televisual
and networked media have become obsessed with
the 'pre-mediation' of future events. In response to
the shock of 9/11, socially networked US and global
media worked to pre-mediate collective affects of
anticipation and connectivity, while also perpetuating
low levels of apprehension or fear.
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