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The Formation of Islam
A fascinating, accessible introduction to Islam from the #1 New York Times
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bestselling author of Zealot and host of Believer FINALIST FOR THE GUARDIAN
FIRST BOOK AWARD In No god but God, internationally acclaimed scholar Reza
Aslan explains Islam—the origins and evolution of the faith—in all its beauty and
complexity. This updated edition addresses the events of the past decade,
analyzing how they have influenced Islam’s position in modern culture. Aslan
explores what the popular demonstrations pushing for democracy in the Middle
East mean for the future of Islam in the region, how the Internet and social media
have affected Islam’s evolution, and how the war on terror has altered the
geopolitical balance of power in the Middle East. He also provides an update on the
contemporary Muslim women’s movement, a discussion of the controversy over
veiling in Europe, an in-depth history of Jihadism, and a look at how Muslims living
in North America and Europe are changing the face of Islam. Timely and
persuasive, No god but God is an elegantly written account that explains this
magnificent yet misunderstood faith. Praise for No god but God “Grippingly
narrated and thoughtfully examined . . . a literate, accessible introduction to
Islam.”—The New York Times “[Reza] Aslan offers an invaluable introduction to the
forces that have shaped Islam [in this] eloquent, erudite paean to Islam in all of its
complicated glory.”—Los Angeles Times Book Review “Wise and passionate . . . an
incisive, scholarly primer in Muslim history and an engaging personal
exploration.”—The New York Times Book Review “Acutely perceptive . . . For many
troubled Muslims, this book will feel like a revelation, an opening up of knowledge
too long buried.”—The Independent (U.K.) “Thoroughly engaging and excellently
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written . . . While [Aslan] might claim to be a mere scholar of the Islamic
Reformation, he is also one of its most articulate advocates.”—The Oregonian

The Qurʾānic Pagans and Related Matters
Patricia Crone reassesses one of the most widely accepted dogmas in
contemporary accounts of the beginnings of Islam: the supposition that Mecca was
a trading center. In addition, she seeks to elucidate sources on which we should
reconstruct our picture of the birth of the new religion in Arabia.

The Social Origins of Islam
This book presents general readers and specialists alike with a broad survey of
Islamic political thought in the six centuries from the rise of Islam to the Mongol
invasions.

Natural Disasters in the Ottoman Empire
Explores the genesis of Islam for insight into the nature of ideological
transformation.
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Desert of Pharan
Between the twelfth and sixteenth centuries, a distinct form of Islamic thought and
practice developed among Muslim trading communities of the Indian Ocean.
Sebastian R. Prange argues that this 'Monsoon Islam' was shaped by merchants
not sultans, forged by commercial imperatives rather than in battle, and defined by
the reality of Muslims living within non-Muslim societies. Focusing on India's
Malabar Coast, the much-fabled 'land of pepper', Prange provides a case study of
how Monsoon Islam developed in response to concrete economic, socio-religious,
and political challenges. Because communities of Muslim merchants across the
Indian Ocean were part of shared commercial, scholarly, and political networks,
developments on the Malabar Coast illustrate a broader, trans-oceanic history of
the evolution of Islam across monsoon Asia. This history is told through four spaces
that are examined in their physical manifestations as well as symbolic meanings:
the Port, the Mosque, the Palace, and the Sea.

The Fall and Rise of the Islamic State
A 10th century Iraqi took to collecting verse graffiti left behind by travellers. The
result of his pastime was a little book that conjures up his nostalgic mood in a
manner rarely attempted in Arabic literature. This work offers a translation of his
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work and discusses its cultural context.

Crossroads to Islam
Patricia Crone's Collected Studies in Three Volumes brings together a number of
her published, unpublished, and revised articles. The present volume places the
rise of Islam in the context of the ancient Near East and investigates sceptical and
subversive ideas in the Islamic world.

Merchant Capital and Islam
The rise of merchant capital in Mecca conditioned the development of Meccan
social, economic, religious, and political structure. Mahmood Ibrahim traces the
roots of capitalism from the emergence of merchants as the main force in Mecca
through the first civil war in Islam (656–661). Through a rereading of original Arabic
sources and drawing from modern scholarship on the subject, Ibrahim offers a new
interpretation of the rise of Islam. He argues that Islam contributed certain
institutional beliefs and practices that unblocked obstacles and helped merchants
gain political and economic hegemony over western Asia. Ibrahim contends that,
with the conquest of Mecca, the newly formed Muslim state spread its control to
the rest of Arabia, which mobilized a significant social force and allowed for further
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expansion outside Arabia, thus extending merchant control to include new surplusproducing regions, a vast network of trade routes, and wider markets. This
extensively researched study offers a new interpretation of the history of Islam,
including the formation of Islamic society and the unfolding of the first civil war. In
offering a better understanding of the Umayyad Caliphate that ruled Islam for a
century to come, Ibrahim helps lay the groundwork for understanding the Middle
East as it is today. Of interest to scholars of Middle Eastern studies, this important
work will be necessary reading for students of Near Eastern and North African
history, as well as students of the history of Medieval Europe.

Muhammad's Mecca
In just over a hundred years--from the death of Muhammad in 632 to the beginning
of the Abbasid Caliphate in 750--the followers of the Prophet swept across the
whole of the Middle East, North Africa, and Spain. Their armies threatened states
as far afield as the Franks in Western Europe and the Tang Empire in China. The
conquered territory was larger than the Roman Empire at its greatest expansion,
and it was claimed for the Arabs in roughly half the time. How this collection of
Arabian tribes was able to engulf so many empires, states, and armies in such a
short period of time is a question that has perplexed historians for centuries. Most
recent popular accounts have been based almost solely on the early Muslim
sources, which were composed centuries later for the purpose of demonstrating
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that God had chosen the Arabs as his vehicle for spreading Islam throughout the
world. In this ground-breaking new history, distinguished Middle East expert Robert
G. Hoyland assimilates not only the rich biographical and geographical information
of the early Muslim sources but also the many non-Arabic sources,
contemporaneous or near-contemporaneous with the conquests. The story of the
conquests traditionally begins with the revelation of Islam to Muhammad. In God's
Path, however, begins with a broad picture of the Late Antique world prior to the
Prophet's arrival, a world dominated by the two superpowers of Byzantium and
Sasanian Persia, "the two eyes of the world." In between these empires, in western
(Saudi) Arabia, emerged a distinct Arab identity, which helped weld its members
into a formidable fighting force. The Arabs are the principal actors in this drama
yet, as Hoyland shows, the peoples along the edges of Byzantium and Persia--the
Khazars, Bulgars, Avars, and Turks--also played important roles in the remaking of
the old world order. The new faith propagated by Muhammad and his successors
made it possible for many of the conquered peoples to join the Arabs in creating
the first Islamic Empire. Well-paced and accessible, In God's Path presents a
pioneering new narrative of one the great transformational periods in all of history.

In God's Path
While the global economy languishes, one place just keeps growing despite failing
banks, uncertain markets, and high unemployment: Silicon Valley. In the last two
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years, more than 100 incubators have popped up there, and the number of angel
investors has skyrocketed. Today, 40 percent of all venture capital investments in
the United States come from Silicon Valley firms, compared to 10 percent from
New York. In Secrets of Silicon Valley, entrepreneur and media commentator
Deborah Perry Piscione takes us inside this vibrant ecosystem where meritocracy
rules the day. She explores Silicon Valley's exceptionally risk-tolerant culture, and
why it thrives despite the many laws that make California one of the worst states
in the union for business. Drawing on interviews with investors, entrepreneurs, and
community leaders, as well as a host of case studies from Google to Paypal,
Piscione argues that Silicon Valley's unique culture is the best hope for the future
of American prosperity and the global business community and offers lessons from
the Valley to inspire reform in other communities and industries, from Washington,
DC to Wall Street.

Enemy of All Mankind
"How did a single manhunt spark the modern era of multinational capitalism?
Henry Avery was the seventeenth century's most notorious pirate. The press
published wildly popular--and wildly inaccurate--reports of his nefarious
adventures. The British government offered enormous bounties for his capture,
alive or (preferably) dead. But Steven Johnson argues that Avery's most lasting
legacy was his inadvertent triggering of a new model for the global economy.
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Enemy of All Mankind focuses on one key event--the attack of an Indian treasure
ship by Avery and his crew--and its surprising repercussions across time and space.
Johnson uses the extraordinary story of Henry Avery and his crimes to explore the
emergence of the modern global marketplace: a densely interconnected planet
ruled by nations and corporations. Like the bestselling How We Got To Now and
The Ghost Map, Enemy of All Mankind crosses disciplinary boundaries to recount its
history: the chemistry behind the invention of gunpowder; the innovations in
navigation that enabled the age of exploration; the cultural history of pirates; the
biographical history of Avery and his crew; the rise of the Moghul dynasty; and the
commercial ambition of the East India Company. In this compelling work of history
and ideas, Johnson deftly traces the path from a single struck match to a global
conflagration"--

40 Questions About Islam
Early Islam and the Birth of Capitalism proposes a strikingly original thesis—that
capitalism first emerged in Arabia, not in late medieval Italian city states as is
commonly assumed. Early Islam made a seminal but largely unrecognized
contribution to the history of economic thought; it is the only religion founded by
an entrepreneur. Descending from an elite dynasty of religious, civil, and
commercial leaders, Muhammad was a successful businessman before founding
Islam. As such, the new religion had much to say on trade, consumer protection,
Page 9/29

Bookmark File PDF Meccan Trade And The Rise Of Islam
business ethics, and property. As Islam rapidly spread across the region so did the
economic teachings of early Islam, which eventually made their way to Europe.
Early Islam and the Birth of Capitalism demonstrates how Islamic institutions and
business practices were adopted and adapted in Venice and Genoa. These financial
innovations include the invention of the corporation, business management
techniques, commercial arithmetic, and monetary reform. There were other Islamic
institutions assimilated in Europe: charities, the waqf, inspired trusts, and
institutions of higher learning; the madrasas were models for the oldest colleges of
Oxford and Cambridge. As such, it can be rightfully said that these essential
aspects of capitalist thought all have Islamic roots.

The Book of Strangers
Little is known about sixth-century Arabia. Yet from this distant time and place
emerged a faith and an empire that stretched from Iberia to India. G. W.
Bowersock illuminates this obscure yet most dynamic period in Islam, exploring
why arid Arabia proved to be fertile ground for Muhammad’s message and why it
spread so quickly to the wider world.

Hagarism: The Making of the Islamic World
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"Europe's place in history is reassessed in this first comprehensive history of the
ancient world, centering on the Indian Ocean and its role in pre-modern
globalization. Philippe Beaujard presents an ambitious and comprehensive global
history of the Indian Ocean world, from the earliest state formations to 1500 C.E."--

The Qur??n in Context
Religions and Trade
Meccan Trade and the Rise of Islam
By addressing various aspects of the Qur'?n's linguistic and historical context and
offering close readings of selected passages in the light of Jewish, Christian, and
ancient Arabic literature, the volume seeks to stimulate a new interaction between
literary and historical scholarship.

Monsoon Islam
In this controversial exploration of the early history of Islam, archaeologist Yehuda
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D. Nevo and researcher Judith Koren present a revolutionary theory of the origins
and development of the Islamic state and religion. Whereas most works on this
subject derive their view of the history of this period from the Muslim literature,
Crossroads to Islam also examines important types of evidence hitherto neglected:
the literature of the local (Christian) population, archaeological excavations,
numismatics, and especially rock inscriptions. These analyses lay the foundation
for a radical view of the development of Islam. According to Nevo and Koren, the
evidence suggests that the Arabs were in fact pagan when they assumed power in
the regions formerly ruled by the Byzantine Empire. They contend that the Arabs
took control almost without a struggle, because Byzantium had effectively
withdrawn from the area long before. After establishing control, the new Arab elite
adopted a simple monotheism influenced by Judaeo-Christianity, which they
encountered in their newly acquired territories, and gradually developed it into the
Arab religion. Not until the mid-8th century was this process completed. This
interpretation of the evidence corroborates the view of other scholars, who on
different grounds propose that Islam and the canonized version of the Koran were
preceded by a long period of development. This new view turns on its head the
traditional history of the rise of Islam, which claims that Islam began with
Muhammad in Mecca and Medina around 622; then spread throughout Arabia
under his charismatic leadership; and finally, after Muhammad's death (632),
inspired his followers to conquer widespread territories both in the East and West.
By contrast, Nevo and Koren suggest that the rise of the Arab state created a need
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for a state religion, eventually called Islam. This absorbing and controversial
rethinking of Islam's early history is must reading for students and scholars of
Islamic history and anyone interested in the origins of the world's second largest
religion.

Early Islam and the Birth of Capitalism
Dahlan offers an alternative vision of Islamic governance through the history and
promise of the Hijaz, the first state of Islam. The Hijaz, in the west of present-day
Saudi Arabia, was the first Islamic state in Mecca and Medina. This new
interpretative history offers a fresh vision of Islamic governance and law as a
positive force for political reform in the Middle East and beyond. Applying key
Islamic principles of public good to contemporary life, Malik Dahlan challenges two
dominant narratives. He reclaims the development of Islamic statecraft as the
wellspring of collective identity and statesmanship in the Arab world,
simultaneously influenced and disrupted by Westphalian statehood models and
Enlightenment notions of self-determination. He equally rejects the appropriation
of Islamic governance and the Caliphate concept by both the post-modern, nonterritorial Al-Qaeda and the neo-medievalist ISIS. Celebrating the history and
untapped potential of a region where Arab leaders built the ideological foundations
of an emerging polity, The Hijaz is a compelling alternative analysis of governance
in the Arabian Peninsula and the global Islamic community, and of its interaction
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with the wider world.

The Crucible of Islam
Gibson believes that four times in ancient history the Arab people united and
poured out of the deserts to conquer other nations. The first is described in the
Qur'an as the people of 'Ad. Gibson identifies 'Ad with the Edomites and the Hyksos
supported by various archaeological proofs. Years later Arabia united again under
the Midianites. Some centuries later the Nabataeans unite Arabia. The Qur'an calls
them the people of Thamud. In 600 AD the Arabian Peninsula was united under the
flag of Islam.But there is more to this book than a study of the four times when the
Arabs demonstrated their greatness. This book also examines the geographical
references in the Qur'an cross-referencing them with historical locations. The
surprise comes when Gibson examines the Holy City of Islam, known as Mecca.
Here Gibson finds evidence that the original Holy City was in northern Arabia in the
city of Petra. He theorizes that during an Islamic civil war the Ka'ba was destroyed
and the Black Rock moved to its present location. Gibson examines archaeological,
historical and literary evidence that support this theory. This book contains many
references, as well as some useful appendices including a 32 page time line of
Islamic history from 550 AD - 1095 AD, and a 20 page annotated selected
bibliography of early Islamic sources in chronological order from 724 AD - 1100 AD
plus a list of many early Qur'anic manuscripts. Easy to read, fully referenced with
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many illustrations and photos.

No god but God (Updated Edition)
Table of contents

In the Shadow of the Sword
"Gabriel Said Reynolds tells the story of Islam in this brief illustrated survey,
beginning with Muhammad's early life and rise to power, then tracing the origins
and development of the Quran juxtaposed with biblical literature, and concluding
with an overview of modern and fundamentalist narratives of the origin of Islam.
Reynolds offers a fascinating look at the structure and meaning of the Qur'an,
revealing the ways in which biblical language is used to advance the Qur'an's
religious meaning. Reynolds' analysis identifies the motives that shaped each
narrative Islamic, Jewish, and Christian. The book's conclusion yields a rich
understanding of diverse interpretations of Islam's emergence, suggesting that its
emergence is itself ever-developing" -- Publisher description.

Meccan Trade and the Rise of Islam
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Through a series of photographs, Ahmed Mater charts the city's origins to its more
recent history over the last 5 years. It is a study of the site's recent transformation
-- Mecca, until recently, embodied a unique urban tapestry, layered with histories
that are stitched together by an abundance of organically rooted communities and
cultures. It is a place that accommodated not only sacred structures and sites but
also huge fluctuations in population during Ramadan (up to 3 million visitors a year
travel to Mecca for Eid and Hajj). More recently, these sites and communities have
been eradicated and are being replaced with five-star-studded high rise
developments, transforming it from an active metropolis to the world's most
exclusive, yet most visited religious tourist destination, reflective of an
unprecedented experimentation with architecture and its possible impact on social
stratification. This photographic essay is a celebration of Mecca's real and
projected or imaginary states. It provides singular access to this site and its
associated social and religious rituals, along with its architectural urban planned
and proposed development.

Early Islamic Qiblas
Perhaps no other Western writer has more deeply probed the bitter struggle in the
Muslim world between the forces of religion and law and those of violence and
lawlessness as Noah Feldman. His scholarship has defined the stakes in the Middle
East today. Now, in this incisive book, Feldman tells the story behind the
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increasingly popular call for the establishment of the shari'a--the law of the
traditional Islamic state--in the modern Muslim world. Western powers call it a
threat to democracy. Islamist movements are winning elections on it. Terrorists
use it to justify their crimes. What, then, is the shari'a? Given the severity of some
of its provisions, why is it popular among Muslims? Can the Islamic state
succeed--should it? Feldman reveals how the classical Islamic constitution
governed through and was legitimated by law. He shows how executive power was
balanced by the scholars who interpreted and administered the shari'a, and how
this balance of power was finally destroyed by the tragically incomplete reforms of
the modern era. The result has been the unchecked executive dominance that now
distorts politics in so many Muslim states. Feldman argues that a modern Islamic
state could provide political and legal justice to today's Muslims, but only if new
institutions emerge that restore this constitutional balance of power. The Fall and
Rise of the Islamic State gives us the sweeping history of the traditional Islamic
constitution--its noble beginnings, its downfall, and the renewed promise it could
hold for Muslims and Westerners alike. In a new introduction, Feldman discusses
developments in Egypt, Tunisia, Libya, and other Muslim-majority countries since
the Arab Spring and describes how Islamists must meet the challenge of balance if
the new Islamic states are to succeed.

The Emergence of Islam
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The Description for this book, Meccan Trade and the Rise of Islam, will be
forthcoming.

Medieval Islamic Political Thought
A study of Islamic civilisation and the intimate link between Jewish religion and the
earliest forms of Islam.

Quranic Geography
Yaron Ayalon explores the Ottoman Empire's history of natural disasters and its
responses on a state, communal, and individual level.

Meccan Trade and the Rise of Islam
Patricia Crone's book is about the Iranian response to the Muslim penetration of
the Iranian countryside, the revolts subsequently triggered there and the religious
communities that these revolts revealed. The book also describes a complex of
religious ideas that, however varied in space and unstable over time, has
demonstrated a remarkable persistence in Iran across a period of two millennia.
The central thesis is that this complex of ideas has been endemic to the mountain
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population of Iran and occasionally become epidemic with major consequences for
the country, most strikingly in the revolts examined here and in the rise of the
Safavids who imposed Shi'ism on Iran. This learned and engaging book by one of
the most influential scholars of early Islamic history casts entirely new light on the
nature of religion in pre-Islamic Iran and on the persistence of Iranian religious
beliefs both outside and inside Islam after the Arab conquest.

Narratives of Islamic Origins
Religions and Trade carves new pathways into the world of religious dynamics. In
this array of essays a number of international scholars investigate the ways in
which eastern and western religions were formed and transformed from the
perspective of “trade.”

The Worlds of the Indian Ocean: From the Seventh Century to
the Fifteenth Century CE
By the time the “Scramble for Africa” among European colonial powers began in
the late nineteenth century, Africa had already been globally connected for
centuries. Its gold had fueled the economies of Europe and the Islamic world for
nearly a millennium, and the sophisticated kingdoms spanning its west coast had
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traded with Europeans since the fifteenth century. Until at least 1650, this was a
trade of equals, using a variety of currencies—most importantly, cowrie shells
imported from the Maldives and nzimbu shells imported from Brazil. But, as the
slave trade grew, African kingdoms began to lose prominence in the growing global
economy. We have been living with the effects of this shift ever since. With A
Fistful of Shells, Toby Green transforms our view of West and West-Central Africa
by reconstructing the world of these kingdoms, which revolved around trade,
diplomacy, complex religious beliefs, and the production of art. Green shows how
the slave trade led to economic disparities that caused African kingdoms to lose
relative political and economic power. The concentration of money in the hands of
Atlantic elites in and outside these kingdoms brought about a revolutionary
nineteenth century in Africa, parallel to the upheavals then taking place in Europe
and America. Yet political fragmentation following the fall of African aristocracies
produced radically different results as European colonization took hold. Drawing
not just on written histories, but on archival research in nine countries, art, oral
history, archaeology, and letters, Green lays bare the transformations that have
shaped world politics and the global economy since the fifteenth century and
paints a new and masterful portrait of West Africa, past and present.

Islam, the Ancient Near East and Varieties of Godlessness
Long before Muhammed preached the religion of Islam, the inhabitants of his
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native Arabia had played an important role in world history as both merchants and
warriors Arabia and the Arabs provides the only up-to-date, one-volume survey of
the region and its peoples, from prehistory to the coming of Islam Using a wide
range of sources - inscriptions, poetry, histories, and archaeological evidence Robert Hoyland explores the main cultural areas of Arabia, from ancient Sheba in
the south, to the deserts and oases of the north. He then examines the major
themes of *the economy *society *religion *art, architecture and artefacts
*language and literature *Arabhood and Arabisation The volume is illustrated with
more than 50 photographs, drawings and maps.

Arabia and the Arabs
Patricia Crone reassesses one of the most widely accepted dogmas in
contemporary accounts of the beginnings of Islam: the supposition that Mecca was
a trading center. In addition, she seeks to elucidate sources on which we should
reconstruct our picture of the birth of the new religion in Arabia.

Did Muhammad Exist?
Are jihadists dying for a fiction? Everything you thought you knew about Islam is
about to change. Did Muhammad exist? It is a question that few have thought—or
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dared—to ask. Virtually everyone, Muslim and non-Muslim alike, takes for granted
that the prophet of Islam lived and led in seventh-century Arabia. But this widely
accepted story begins to crumble on close examination, as Robert Spencer shows
in his eye-opening new book. In his blockbuster bestseller The Truth about
Muhammad, Spencer revealed the shocking contents of the earliest Islamic
biographical material about the prophet of Islam. Now, in Did Muhammad Exist?,
he uncovers that material’s surprisingly shaky historical foundations. Spencer
meticulously examines historical records, archaeological findings, and pioneering
new scholarship to reconstruct what we can know about Muhammad, the Qur’an,
and the early days of Islam. The evidence he presents challenges the most
fundamental assumptions about Islam’s origins. Did Muhammad Exist? reveals:
•How the earliest biographical material about Muhammad dates from at least 125
years after his reported death •How six decades passed before the Arabian
conquerors—or the people they conquered—even mentioned Muhammad, the
Qur’an, or Islam •The startling evidence that the Qur’an was constructed from
existing materials—including pre-Islamic Christian texts •How even Muslim
scholars acknowledge that countless reports of Muhammad’s deeds were
fabricated •Why a famous mosque inscription may refer not to Muhammad but,
astonishingly, to Jesus •How the oldest records referring to a man named
Muhammad bear little resemblance to the now-standard Islamic account of the life
of the prophet •The many indications that Arabian leaders fashioned Islam for
political reasons Far from an anti-Islamic polemic, Did Muhammad Exist? is a sober
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but unflinching look at the origins of one of the world’s major religions. While
Judaism and Christianity have been subjected to searching historical criticism for
more than two centuries, Islam has never received the same treatment on any
significant scale. The real story of Muhammad and early Islam has long remained
in the shadows. Robert Spencer brings it into the light at long last.

The Hijaz
Brubaker has surveyed some 10,000 pages of early Quran manuscripts,
documenting post-production physical corrections. To date, he has noted and
described thousands, with various causes including (but not limited to) simple
scribal error. Brubaker is working on several academic books, but has found the
subject is also of interest to non-academic readers. "Corrections in Early Qurʾān
Manuscripts: Twenty Examples" is an introduction to the range of the
phenomenon, written to be accessible to non-specialists. In it, he selects a group of
corrections from a variety of early Quran manuscripts of this early period. For each
example, he shows a picture and gives a brief description, followed by a diagram
showing the correction in relation to a modern standard edition of the Quran.
PRAISE FOR "CORRECTIONS IN EARLY QURʾĀN MANUSCRIPTS" "Brilliant. A unique
and valuable resource." -- Mark Durie, Melbourne School of Theology "Brubaker has
here given a helpful introduction to the body of his research on corrections in
Qur'an manuscripts, which is now serving as a reference to a wider group of
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scholars studying the contours of the Qur'an's early transmission history. " -- Asma
Hilali, University of Lille "In Qur'anic research, the text has always been regarded
as more or less comprehensible with the help of its Muslim exegetes. In a way, one
could qualify the approach as one-dimensional, based on the latest interpretation
of an ancient scripture. However, in recent years an increasing wave of Arabic
Qur'an editions of different but equally valid Readings has been edited, opening a
second dimension, a wide field of research opportunities on the range of scriptural
and oral traditions which have led to those different Readings. In addition to these
there is a growing activity in editing or presenting early manuscripts of the Qur'an,
so that it is not an exaggeration to characterize this stadium as the third dimension
of the Qur'an's history. One of the few remaining pioneers in this domain is Dan
Brubaker, who discovers the minute 'corrections' on the old parchments, which he
investigated in the main collections all over the world. He compares the corrections
with the earlier versions underneath, and in his analyses of the different types of
corrections he observes even the sensible and frequent "omission" of the word
"Allah" in the lower text, or frequent corrections of "rizq" or the eschatological
"sa'ah / hour" [] Dan Brubaker's approach is as modest as it is scientifically sound
[]. In addition [], he has found a way to lead the reader through a highly
sophisticated topic, so that familiarity with Arabic is not even necessary to follow
his arguments." -- Gerd-R. Puin, Universität des Saarlandes (retired) "It has long
been popularly asserted that, in contrast to that of the New Testament, for
example, the Qur'an's manuscript tradition is pristine and perfect, without ever a
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mark out of place, much less a variation involving whole words or phrases.
Brubaker's fascinating study demonstrates that this is not quite so. What the
author has done in this short book is to distill years of research, making accessible
to a general readership significant and interesting examples of scribal corrections
in some of the earliest Qur'an manuscripts. This book about corrections in
handwritten copies of the Qur'an offers its own correction of a widespread but
faulty view about the Qur'an." -- Daniel B. Wallace, Executive Director, Center for
the Study of New Testament Manuscripts "With great enthusiasm Brubaker
introduces the fascinating field of quranic text criticism to a general audience while
never losing sight of the academic rigor required for such. No one has documented
more corrections in Qurʾān manuscripts than Dr. Brubaker. Worth reading." -Marijn van Putten, University of Leiden

The Nativist Prophets of Early Islamic Iran
Translated from the abridged Arabic manuscript copies preserved in the Public
Library of Cambridge, with notes illustrative of the history, geography, botany,
antiquities, &c. occurring throughout the work. By the Rev. S. Lee.

A Fistful of Shells
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The Hashemite Kingdom of Arabia was forged in the crucible of the Arab Revolt in
1916, during World War I. Its leader, Sharif Husayn ibn 'Ali, struggled to put
together a tribal confedereacy. This study examines Husayn's efforts at state
formations, efforts that eventually failed.

Secrets of Silicon Valley
Patricia Crone's Collected Studies in Three Volumes brings together a number of
her published, unpublished, and revised articles. the present volume pursues the
reconstruction of the religious environment in which Islam arose and develops an
intertextual approach to studying the Qurʾānic religious milieu.

Corrections in Early Qurʾān Manuscripts
The acclaimed author of Rubicon and other superb works of popular history now
produces a thrillingly panoramic (and incredibly timely) account of the rise of
Islam. No less significant than the collapse of the Roman Republic or the Persian
invasion of Greece, the evolution of the Arab empire is one of the supreme
narratives of ancient history, a story dazzlingly rich in drama, character, and
achievement. Just like the Romans, the Arabs came from nowhere to carve out a
stupefyingly vast dominion—except that they achieved their conquests not over
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the course of centuries as the Romans did but in a matter of decades. Just like the
Greeks during the Persian wars, they overcame seemingly insuperable odds to
emerge triumphant against the greatest empire of the day—not by standing on the
defensive, however, but by hurling themselves against all who lay in their path.

The Rise and Fall of the Hashimite Kingdom of Arabia
A much anticipated new addition to the very popular and practical book series that
answers real questions on key topics in contemporary Christianity Islam is one of
the most significant forces shaping the world today, but most Christians are
confused about its key beliefs and practices. Many wonder about the apparent
similarities and obvious differences between Christianity and Islam, and want to
reach out to Muslim friends or neighbors with the gospel but don't know where to
begin. Having spent several years living in North Africa and the Middle East,
missions professor Matthew Bennett guides readers through Islam's key tenants
and provides answers to critical questions, such as: -Who was Muhammad and
what was his message? -Do Muslims and Christians worship the same God? -What
are the differences between the Qurâan and the Bible? -What is shariah law?
-What is the Islamic view of salvation? -What happens in the mosque? -Is Islam
inherently misogynistic? -Do Muslims and Christians worship the same God? -How
should a Christian share the gospel with Muslims? Helpful summaries at the end of
each chapter encapsulate important information, followed by discussion questions
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useful for personal or small-group study. Whether you want to understand Islam
better or reach Muslims for Christ, 40 Questions on Islam is an indispensable
primer and reference book.

The Travels of Ibn Batūta
For the first time in history Dan Gibson has undertaken a comprehensive survey of
Islamic mosques from the first two centuries of Islam. Using this data, Gibson
demonstrates that Muhammad and the first four caliphs never knew of Mecca in
Saudi Arabia. This book shatters old perspective about Islamic history and is
unlocking the truth about Islam.
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