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Close Reading with Paired Texts Level 3:
Engaging Lessons to Improve
Comprehension
"The Man of the Crowd" is a story that deals with the
influence of the big city upon the ordinary person.
Obsessed with categorization, the protagonist feels
baffled by his inability to piece together the situation
in front of him. Moving from a state of contemplation
and categorization, to a heightened state of mental
pressure and desire to prove even further, Poe’s
protagonist embarks on a journey through London
darkest streets and godforsaken slums. The story is a
perfect example of what happens when our rational
thoughts are replaced by the delirious and altered
perceptions of the world that lies beyond the ordinary
one. Edgar Allan Poe (1809-1849) was an American
poet, author, and literary critic. Most famous for his
poetry, short stories, and tales of the supernatural,
mysterious, and macabre, he is also regarded as the
inventor of the detective genre and a contributor to
the emergence of science fiction, dark romanticism,
and weird fiction. His most famous works include "The
Raven" (1945), "The Black Cat" (1943), and "The GoldBug" (1843).

14 Cows for America
"Narrator Polly Collier is very good. Her strong, clear
voice makes her sound much like a teacher, and I
appreciated her explanation to young listeners that
she would be reading the text portion of a picture
bookIt's a wonderful book, full of interesting trivia" Page 2/23
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Close Reading with Paired Texts Level 5:
Engaging Lessons to Improve
Comprehension
With student books, it's easy to give your students
close reading practice of nonfiction and fiction paired
texts. The reading selections and activities in the
student book correspond to the teacher's edition. The
student book pages provide: - Nonfiction and fiction
reading selections - Academic vocabulary practice Comprehension questions - Graphic organizers Writing prompts - Unit assessments.

Nonfiction and Fiction Paired Texts
Grade 6
Paired Passages, Grade 3
This is the diary of a spider. But don't be worried –
he's more scared of you and your gigantic shoe!
Actually, he's a lot like you. He goes to gym class and
has Grandparents' Day at school. But he also spins
sticky webs, scales walls, and takes wind–catching
lessons. Lucky for him, his best friend is a fly! Doreen
Cronin and Harry Bliss, the team behind the #1
bestselling Diary Of A Worm, spin a hilarious tale
about the upside–down web world of an eight–legged
charmer and his unlikely friend, Fly.
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The Pumpkin Book
In Innovate Inside the Box, George Couros and Katie
Novak provide informed insight on creating
purposeful learning opportunities for all students. By
combining the power of the Innovator's Mindset and
Universal Design for Learning (UDL), they empower
educators to create opportunities that will benefit
every learner.

The Fire Next Time
Promote student engagement and improve
comprehension skills by teaching students to make
connections between fiction and nonfiction texts. This
resource provides high-interest passages, multiplechoice questions, and short-answer activities
designed to meet the rigor of todays standards. Each
assessment motivates students to look for textual
evidence when answering questions. All units include
writing activities linked to higher-order thinking and
questioning skills. The writing ideas are designed to
incorporate the skills necessary for excellent writing
as well as help assess a students ability to respond to
a written prompt. Correlated to the Common Core
State Standards.

The Gold Coin
"Adam Nicolson writes popular books as popular
books used to be, a breeze rather than a scholarly
sweat, but humanely erudite, elegantly written,
passionately feltand his excitement is
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contagious."—James Wood, The New Yorker Adam
Nicolson sees the Iliad and the Odyssey as the
foundation myths of Greek—and our—consciousness,
collapsing the passage of 4,000 years and making the
distant past of the Mediterranean world as immediate
to us as the events of our own time. Why Homer
Matters is a magical journey of discovery across wide
stretches of the past, sewn together by the poems
themselves and their metaphors of life and trouble.
Homer's poems occupy, as Adam Nicolson writes "a
third space" in the way we relate to the past: not as
memory, which lasts no more than three generations,
nor as the objective accounts of history, but as epic,
invented after memory but before history, poetry
which aims "to bind the wounds that time inflicts."
The Homeric poems are among the oldest stories we
have, drawing on deep roots in the Eurasian steppes
beyond the Black Sea, but emerging at a time around
2000 B.C. when the people who would become the
Greeks came south and both clashed and fused with
the more sophisticated inhabitants of the Eastern
Mediterranean. The poems, which ask the eternal
questions about the individual and the community,
honor and service, love and war, tell us how we
became who we are.

Reading Paired Text, Grade 2 Individual
Student Practice Book
The children at Napville Elementary School always
ignore Officer Buckle's safety tips, until a police dog
named Gloria accompanies him when he gives his
safety speeches.
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Nonfiction and Fiction Paired Texts
Grade 5
Studies show that children who learn a second
language also develop a larger vocabulary and a
better understanding of the structural and
grammatical rules of their first langauge. With Skills
for Scholars Spanish, Grade 4, children acquire the
Spanish speaking, reading, and listening skills that
will make them more successful in the school years
ahead. Offering 80 pages of full-color activities,
perforated pages, easy-to-follow directions, and
complete answer key, children will have fun learning
a second language. Features activities that teach: ~
Spanish reading, speaking, & listening skills ~
Spanish relationship words ~ Parts of speech ~ Skip
counting in Spanish ~ Spanish songs & chants The
popular Skills for Scholars Workbook series offers a
full complement of instruction, activities, and
information in 51 subject-specific workbooks.
Encompassing preschool to grade 6, this series covers
key subjects including basic skills, English &
grammar, math, phonics, reading, science, and
Spanish. This series is designed for students who
need intervention or enrichment and gives them a
solid foundation in key skills necessary for success in
the classroom

Strategies that Work
Paired Passages for grade 3 offers pairs of nonfiction
and fiction passages for students to compare and
contrast. Aligned to state standards, students will
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read high-interest passages about topics such as the
Trail of Tears, the Pony Express, an American Indian
legend, and more. --Help your students meet rigorous
college- and career-ready expectations by improving
reading comprehension skills. Paired Passages helps
students meet and exceed reading standards by
teaching them to compare and contrast fiction with
nonfiction, fiction with fiction, and nonfiction with
nonfiction. When students finish reading a pair of
passages, they will rely on the text to complete the
accompanying questions and activities. --The Paired
Passages series for grades 1 to 6 improves reading
comprehension skills by providing passages for
students to compare, contrast, and synthesize. Filled
with content that appeals to todayÕs learners, the
passages represent a variety of genres such as
literature (narrative, poetry, realistic fiction, and
more), social studies, and science. Each topic features
a pair of passages and is followed by two pages of
text-dependent questions and activities. By using this
research-based instructional approach, you are
preparing students for a successful academic journey
this year and for years to come.

Perfect Pairs
Worm is all about having fun, respecting the earth,
and never taking baths. Many children will relate to
this funny character! In Diary of a Worm: Teacher's
Pet, Worm makes a surprising discovery—teachers
have birthdays. That means Worm and his friends
have to find the perfect present for their teacher, Mrs.
Mulch. Diary of a Worm: Teacher's Pet is a Level One I
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Can Read book, which means it is perfect for kids
learning to sound out words and sentences.

The Snowy Day
Prepare fourth grade students for college and career
readiness with this content-packed resource.
Authored by Lori Oczkus and Timothy Rasinski, this
resource includes 12 units across the four content
areas of language arts, science, social studies, and
mathematics. Each unit incorporates close reading,
paired fiction and nonfiction text passages, textdependent questions, comparing and contrasting text,
and hands-on activities to unify each week's worth of
lessons. Differentiation and reciprocal teaching
strategies and assessment options are also included
within each unit to tailor to multiple intelligences and
monitor students' progress.

Spanish, Grade 4
Paired Passages for grade 5 offers pairs of nonfiction
and fiction passages for students to compare and
contrast. Aligned to state standards, students will
read high-interest passages about topics such as
Babe Ruth, Kwanzaa, Hanukkah, a Robert Frost poem,
and more. Help your students meet rigorous collegeand career-ready expectations by improving reading
comprehension skills. Paired Passages helps students
meet and exceed reading standards by teaching them
to compare and contrast fiction with nonfiction, fiction
with fiction, and nonfiction with nonfiction. When
students finish reading a pair of passages, they will
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rely on the text to complete the accompanying
questions and activities. The Paired Passages series
for grades 1 to 6 improves reading comprehension
skills by providing passages for students to compare,
contrast, and synthesize. Filled with content that
appeals to today’s learners, the passages represent a
variety of genres such as literature (narrative, poetry,
realistic fiction, and more), social studies, and
science. Each topic features a pair of passages and is
followed by two pages of text-dependent questions
and activities. By using this research-based
instructional approach, you are preparing students for
a successful academic journey this year and for years
to come.

Close Reading with Paired Texts Level 4:
Engaging Lessons to Improve
Comprehension
Paired Passages for grade 4 offers pairs of nonfiction
and fiction passages for students to compare and
contrast. Aligned to state standards, students will
read high-interest passages about topics such as
human and animal migration, exotic animals, White
House pets, fireflies, and more. --Help your students
meet rigorous college- and career-ready expectations
by improving reading comprehension skills. Paired
Passages helps students meet and exceed reading
standards by teaching them to compare and contrast
fiction with nonfiction, fiction with fiction, and
nonfiction with nonfiction. When students finish
reading a pair of passages, they will rely on the text
to complete the accompanying questions and
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activities. --The Paired Passages series for grades 1 to
6 improves reading comprehension skills by providing
passages for students to compare, contrast, and
synthesize. Filled with content that appeals to
todayÕs learners, the passages represent a variety of
genres such as literature (narrative, poetry, realistic
fiction, and more), social studies, and science. Each
topic features a pair of passages and is followed by
two pages of text-dependent questions and activities.
By using this research-based instructional approach,
you are preparing students for a successful academic
journey this year and for years to come.

Reading Paired Text, Grade 4 Individual
Student Practice Book
In this updated and revised edition of Tornadoes,
award-winning science writer Seymour Simon gives
readers an in-depth look at these captivating and
powerful storms through fascinating facts and
stunning full-color photographs. This nonfiction
picture book is an excellent choice to share during
homeschooling, in particular for children ages 6 to 8.
It’s a fun way to learn to read and as a supplement for
activity books for children. Readers will learn all about
tornadoes, from how they are first created to the
destruction they leave behind. This updated edition
includes: author’s note stunning full-color
photographs glossary index a list of websites and
additional reading sources Supports the Common
Core Learning Standards, Next Generation Science
Standards and the Science, Technology, Engineering,
and Math (STEM) standards.
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Nonfiction and Fiction Paired Texts
Grade 4
Hands-on lessons can be fun and compelling, but
when it comes to life science, they aren't always
possible, practical, effective, or safe. Children can't
follow a lion as it stalks a gazelle, visit the exotic
kapok tree in a rain forest, or swim alongside the
underwater life in a pond. But they can explore a
whole world of animals, plants, and ecosystems
through the pages of beautifully illustrated, sciencethemed picture books. Perfect Pairs, which marries
fiction and nonfiction picture books focused on life
science, helps educators think about and teach life
science in a whole new way. Each of the twenty-two
lessons in this book is built around a pair of books
that introduces a critical life science concept and
guides students through an inquiry-based
investigative process to explore that idea--from
animal/environment interactions to the role of
structure in plant and animal survival, from
inheritance of traits to variation of species. Each
lesson starts with a "Wonder Statement" and
comprises three stages. "Engaging Students" features
a hands-on activity that captures student interest,
uncovers current thinking, and generates vocabulary.
The heart of the investigative process, "Exploring with
Students," spotlights the paired books as the teacher
reads aloud and helps students find and organize
information into data tables. "Encouraging Students
to Draw Conclusions" shows students how to review
and analyze the information they have collected.
Bringing high-quality science-themed picture books
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into the classroom engages a broad range of
students, addresses the Performance Expectations
outlined in the Next Generation Science Standards,
and supports the goals of the Common Core State
Standards for English Language Arts. Even if you are
science shy, Perfect Pairs can help you become a
more confident teacher whose classroom buzzes with
curious students eager to explore their natural world.

Crenshaw
The adventures of a little boy in the city on a very
snowy day. On board pages.

Reading Paired Text, Grade 5 Individual
Student Practice Book
Records the courage and self-reliance of an Indian girl
who lived alone for eighteen years on an isolated
island off the California coast when her tribe
emigrated and she was left behind.

Diary of a Worm: Teacher's Pet
Prepare third grade students for college and career
readiness with this content-packed resource.
Authored by Lori Oczkus and Timothy Rasinski, this
resource includes 12 units across the four content
areas of language arts, science, social studies, and
mathematics. Each unit incorporates close reading,
paired fiction and nonfiction text passages, textdependent questions, comparing and contrasting text,
and hands-on activities to unify each week's worth of
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lessons. Differentiation and reciprocal teaching
strategies and assessment options are also included
within each unit to tailor to multiple intelligences and
monitor students' progress.

Officer Buckle and Gloria
Wonderful Worms encourages an appreciation For The
small creatures of the earth by explaining the vital
role that earthworms play in the planet's ecosystem.
The book also contains informative charts and crosssection illustrations of the worm's underground
environment.

Paired Passages, Grade 5
Prepare third grade students for college and career
readiness with this content-packed resource.
Authored by Lori Oczkus and Timothy Rasinski, this
resource includes 12 units across the four content
areas of language arts, science, social studies, and
mathematics. Each unit incorporates close reading,
paired fiction and nonfiction text passages, textdependent questions, comparing and contrasting text,
and hands-on activities to unify each week's worth of
lessons. Differentiation and reciprocal teaching
strategies and assessment options are also included
within each unit to tailor to multiple intelligences and
monitor students' progress.

Paired Passages, Grade 1
Presenting fascinating information on all kinds of bats,
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from how they use echoes to hear, to the legends that
surround them and how to protect the species Though
people often think of bats as scary, bats are really
shy, gentle animals. There are nearly 1000 different
species of bats, and they live on every continent
except Antarctica. Some are tiny, but the giant flying
fox bat has a five-foot wingspan! Popular science
author Gail Gibbons also discusses the efforts to
protect the world's only truly flying mammals. A final
page offers additional facts.

Tornadoes
With student books, it's easy to give your students
close reading practice of nonfiction and fiction paired
texts. The reading selections and activities in the
student book correspond to the teacher's edition. The
student book pages provide: - Nonfiction and fiction
reading selections - Academic vocabulary practice Comprehension questions - Graphic organizers Writing prompts - Unit assessments

Paired Passages, Grade 4
With student books, it's easy to give your students
close reading practice of nonfiction and fiction paired
texts. The reading selections and activities in the
student book correspond to the teacher's edition. The
student book pages provide: - Nonfiction and fiction
reading selections - Academic vocabulary practice Comprehension questions - Graphic organizers Writing prompts - Unit assessments
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Nonfiction and Fiction Paired Texts
Grade 3
Describes strategies teachers can use to promote
reading comprehension in students from kindergarten
through eighth grade; and includes examples of
student work, illustrations, and other reference tools.

Bats (New & Updated Edition)
In her first novel since The One and Only Ivan, winner
of the Newbery Medal, Katherine Applegate delivers
an unforgettable and magical story about family,
friendship, and resilience. Jackson and his family have
fallen on hard times. There's no more money for rent.
And not much for food, either. His parents, his little
sister, and their dog may have to live in their minivan.
Again. Crenshaw is a cat. He's large, he's outspoken,
and he's imaginary. He has come back into Jackson's
life to help him. But is an imaginary friend enough to
save this family from losing everything? Beloved
author Katherine Applegate proves in unexpected
ways that friends matter, whether real or imaginary.
This title has Common Core connections.

Why Homer Matters
Promote student engagement and improve
comprehension skills by teaching students to make
connections between fiction and nonfiction texts. This
resource provides high-interest passages, multiplechoice questions, and short-answer activities
designed to meet the rigor of todays standards. Each
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assessment motivates students to look for textual
evidence when answering questions. All units include
writing activities linked to higher-order thinking and
questioning skills. The writing ideas are designed to
incorporate the skills necessary for excellent writing
as well as help assess a students ability to respond to
a written prompt. Correlated to the Common Core
State Standards.

Close Reading with Paired Texts Level 2:
Engaging Lessons to Improve
Comprehension
Promote student engagement and improve
comprehension skills by teaching students to make
connections between fiction and nonfiction texts. This
resource provides high-interest passages, multiplechoice questions, and short-answer activities
designed to meet the rigor of todays standards. Each
assessment motivates students to look for textual
evidence when answering questions. All units include
writing activities linked to higher-order thinking and
questioning skills. The writing ideas are designed to
incorporate the skills necessary for excellent writing
as well as help assess a students ability to respond to
a written prompt. Correlated to the Common Core
State Standards.

Mr. Prickles
Promote student engagement and improve
comprehension skills by teaching students to make
connections between fiction and nonfiction texts. This
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resource provides high-interest passages, multiplechoice questions, and short-answer activities
designed to meet the rigor of todays standards. Each
assessment motivates students to look for textual
evidence when answering questions. All units include
writing activities linked to higher-order thinking and
questioning skills. The writing ideas are designed to
incorporate the skills necessary for excellent writing
as well as help assess a students ability to respond to
a written prompt. Correlated to the Common Core
State Standards.

Innovate Inside the Box
Juan is a hardened thief, and when he discovers that
old Dona Josefa has a gold coin, he decides to steal it.
First, however, he must find Dona Josefa. "Set in
South America, this beautifully designed book
features an unusual, rewarding fable and . . . lovely,
stylized watercolors".--Publishers Weekly. Full color.

Nonfiction and Fiction Paired Texts
Grade 2
Prepare second grade students for college and career
readiness with this content-packed resource.
Authored by Lori Oczkus and Timothy Rasinski, this
resource includes 12 units across the four content
areas of language arts, science, social studies, and
mathematics. Each unit incorporates close reading,
paired fiction and nonfiction text passages, textdependent questions, comparing and contrasting text,
and hands-on activities to unify each week's worth of
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lessons. Differentiation and reciprocal teaching
strategies and assessment options are also included
within each unit to tailor to multiple intelligences and
monitor students' progress.

The Man of the Crowd
Excluded by the other forest animals for not being
cute, cuddly and playful, Mr. Prickles the porcupine
feels lonely and angry until he finds a prickly
companion--Miss Pointypants. By the creators of Otto:
The Boy Who Loved Cars.

Diary of a Spider
Promote student engagement and improve
comprehension skills by teaching students to make
connections between fiction and nonfiction texts. This
resource provides high-interest passages, multiplechoice questions, and short-answer activities
designed to meet the rigor of todays standards. Each
assessment motivates students to look for textual
evidence when answering questions. All units include
writing activities linked to higher-order thinking and
questioning skills. The writing ideas are designed to
incorporate the skills necessary for excellent writing
as well as help assess a students ability to respond to
a written prompt. Correlated to the Common Core
State Standards.

Island of the Blue Dolphins
Provides students with skills needed to compare and
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contrast fiction and nonfiction passages. Provides
practice in: reading comprehension; analyzing story
elements; keeping sequence and details from two
sources separate; proper letter formation, spacing,
and spelling; multiple choice questions; written
response questions on individual passage themes;
and written response questions that utilize
information from two contrasting passages. Includes
standards & benchmarks and answer key.

Wonderful Worms
Provides students with skills needed to compare and
contrast fiction and nonfiction passages. Provides
practice in: reading comprehension; analyzing story
elements; keeping sequence and details from two
sources separate; multiple choice questions; written
response questions on individual passage themes;
and written response questions that utilize
information from two contrasting passages. Includes
standards & benchmarks and answer key.

Reading Paired Text, Grade 3
A New York Times Best Seller This now-classic picture
book recounts the true story of a touching gift
bestowed on the United States by a tribe of Maasai
Warriors in the wake of the September 11th attacks.
“Lovely beautifully evocative.” ―Nicholas Kristof, The
New York Times “Moving and dramatically
illustrated.” ―The Wall Street Journal
“ElegantsuspensefulThe colors of Kenya explode off
the page.” ―School Library Journal, STARRED REVIEW
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In June of 2002, a mere nine months since the
September 11 attacks, a very unusual ceremony
begins in a far-flung village in western Kenya. An
American diplomat is surrounded by hundreds of
Maasai people. A gift is about to be bestowed upon
the American men, women, and children, and he is
there to accept it. The gift is as unexpected as it is
extraordinary. Hearts are raw as these legendary
Maasai warriors offer their gift to a grieving people
half a world away. Word of the gift will travel
newswires around the globe, and for the heartsick
American nation, the gift of fourteen cows emerges
from the choking dust and darkness as a soft light of
hope―and friendship. This New York Times best seller
recounts the true story from Wilson Kimeli Naiyomah
of the touching gift bestowed on the United States by
a tribe of Maasai Warriors in the wake of the
September 11 attacks. With stunning paintings from
Thomas Gonzalez, master storyteller Carmen Agra
Deedy (in collaboration with Naiyomah) hits all the
right notes in this elegant story of generosity that
crosses boundaries, nations, and cultures. Best
Children’s Books of the Year (Starred) – Bank Street
College of Education Notable Books for a Global
Society – International Reading Association E.B. White
Read-Aloud Honor – Association of Booksellers for
Children Parents’ Choice Gold Award – Parents’ Choice
Foundation Teacher’s Guide available!

Using Paired Text to Meet the Common
Core
Teaching students to make connections across
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related texts promotes engagement and improves
reading comprehension and content learning. This
practical guide explains how to select and teach a
wide range of picture books as paired text--two books
related by topic, theme, or genre--in grades K-8. The
author provides mini-lessons across the content
areas, along with hundreds of recommendations for
paired text, each linked to specific Common Core
standards for reading literature and informational
texts. In a large-size format for easy photocopying,
the book includes 22 reproducible graphic organizers
and other useful tools. Purchasers also get access to a
Web page where they can download and print the
reproducible materials.

Close Reading with Paired Texts
Prepare fifth grade students for college and career
readiness with this content-packed resource.
Authored by Lori Oczkus and Timothy Rasinski, this
resource includes 12 units across the four content
areas of language arts, science, social studies, and
mathematics. Each unit incorporates close reading,
paired fiction and nonfiction text passages, textdependent questions, comparing and contrasting text,
and hands-on activities to unify each week's worth of
lessons. Differentiation and reciprocal teaching
strategies and assessment options are also included
within each unit to tailor to multiple intelligences and
monitor students' progress.

Paired Passages, Grade 5: Linking Fact
to Fiction
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Each unit contains two related reading
selections--informal and literary text, and supporting
activities, such as close reading, vocabulary,
comprehension and writing.
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ROMANCE ACTION & ADVENTURE MYSTERY &
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