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A Companion to the Works of J. M.
Coetzee
An edgy, affecting, and darkly funny debut novel —
narrated by Skunk, an eleven-year-old girl in a coma
— that explores innocence and its betrayal as
powerfully and unforgettably as do Lullabies for Little
Criminals and The Lovely Bones Skunk Cunningham’s
world is a small one, populated by her family; her
teachers and schoolmates; and her neighbours, the
quiet Buckley family and the five terrifying Oswald
girls and their thug of a father, Bob. When Saskia
Oswald, with her stilettos and tight pants, asks shy
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Rick Buckley for a ride in his new car, he can’t believe
his luck. But after a quick fumble, Saskia broadcasts
Rick’s deficiencies to anyone who will listen, including
her younger sisters. This act of thoughtless cruelty
will see Rick dragged off by the police, humiliated,
and “broken,” — and, in a tragic chain of events, will
leave Skunk hanging on to her young life by a thread.
From her hospital bed, Skunk shows us her hapless
father finding love, and her idealistic favourite
teacher losing it; “Broken” Buckley spiralling into
madness; and the Oswald clan coming apart at the
seams. As we inch ever closer to the mystery behind
her coma, Skunk’s innocence becomes a beacon by
which we navigate a world as comic as it is tragic, and
as engaging as it is finally uplifting. Broken introduces
Daniel Clay as a brilliant and utterly original voice in
international fiction.

Waiting for the Barbarians
A Voice Through a Cloud
J.M. Coetzee's latest novel, The Schooldays of Jesus,
will soon be available from Viking. Set in postapartheid South Africa, J. M. Coetzee’s searing novel
tells the story of David Lurie, a twice divorced,
52-year-old professor of communications and
Romantic Poetry at Cape Technical University. Lurie
believes he has created a comfortable, if somewhat
passionless, life for himself. He lives within his
financial and emotional means. Though his position at
the university has been reduced, he teaches his
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classes dutifully; and while age has diminished his
attractiveness, weekly visits to a prostitute satisfy his
sexual needs. He considers himself happy. But when
Lurie seduces one of his students, he sets in motion a
chain of events that will shatter his complacency and
leave him utterly disgraced. Lurie pursues his
relationship with the young Melanie—whom he
describes as having hips “as slim as a twelve-yearold’s”—obsessively and narcissistically, ignoring, on
one occasion, her wish not to have sex. When Melanie
and her father lodge a complaint against him, Lurie is
brought before an academic committee where he
admits he is guilty of all the charges but refuses to
express any repentance for his acts. In the furor of
the scandal, jeered at by students, threatened by
Melanie’s boyfriend, ridiculed by his ex-wife, Lurie is
forced to resign and flees Cape Town for his daughter
Lucy’s smallholding in the country. There he struggles
to rekindle his relationship with Lucy and to
understand the changing relations of blacks and
whites in the new South Africa. But when three black
strangers appear at their house asking to make a
phone call, a harrowing afternoon of violence follows
which leaves both of them badly shaken and further
estranged from one another. After a brief return to
Cape Town, where Lurie discovers his home has also
been vandalized, he decides to stay on with his
daughter, who is pregnant with the child of one of her
attackers. Now thoroughly humiliated, Lurie devotes
himself to volunteering at the animal clinic, where he
helps put down diseased and unwanted dogs. It is
here, Coetzee seems to suggest, that Lurie gains a
redeeming sense of compassion absent from his life
up to this point. Written with the austere clarity that
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has made J. M. Coetzee the winner of two Booker
Prizes, Disgrace explores the downfall of one man and
dramatizes, with unforgettable, at times almost
unbearable, vividness the plight of a country caught
in the chaotic aftermath of centuries of racial
oppression. From the Trade Paperback edition.

Life and Times of Michael K
In Mrs. Osmond, John Banville continues the story of
Isabel Archer, the young protagonist of Henry James's
beloved The Portrait of a Lady. Eager but naïve, in
James's novel Isabel comes into a large, unforeseen
inheritance and marries the charming, penniless,
and--as Isabel finds out too late--cruel and deceitful
Gilbert Osmond. Here Banville imagines Isabel's
second chapter telling the story of a woman
reawakened by grief and the knowledge that she has
been grievously wronged, and determined to resume
her quest for freedom and independence. A masterly
novel of betrayal, corruption, and moral ambiguity,
Mrs. Osmond would have thrilled James himself.

Secretary of the Invisible
A modern classic by Nobel Laureate J.M. Coetzee. J.M.
Coetzee's latest novel, The Schooldays of Jesus, will
soon be available from Viking. For decades the
Magistrate has been a loyal servant of the Empire,
running the affairs of a tiny frontier settlement and
ignoring the impending war with the barbarians.
When interrogation experts arrive, however, he
witnesses the Empire's cruel and unjust treatment of
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prisoners of war. Jolted into sympathy for their
victims, he commits a quixotic act of rebellion that
brands him an enemy of the state. J. M. Coetzee's
prize-winning novel is a startling allegory of the war
between opressor and opressed. The Magistrate is not
simply a man living through a crisis of conscience in
an obscure place in remote times; his situation is that
of all men living in unbearable complicity with
regimes that ignore justice and decency. Mark
Rylance (Wolf Hall, Bridge of Spies), Ciro Guerra and
producer Michael Fitzgerald are teaming up to to
bring J.M. Coetzee's Waiting for the Barbarians to the
big screen. From the Trade Paperback edition.

The Lives of Animals
Expecting to be inducted into the army, Joseph has
given up his job and carefully prepared for his
departure to the battlefront. When a series of mix-ups
delays his induction, he finds himself facing a year of
idleness. Dangling Man is his journal, a wonderful
account of his restless wanderings through Chicago's
streets, his musings on the past, his psychological
reaction to his inactivity while war rages around him,
and his uneasy insights into the nature of freedom
and choice.

Dead Heat
"J.M. Coetzee's vision goes to the nerve center of
being."—Nadine Gordimer J.M. Coetzee's latest novel,
The Schooldays of Jesus, is now available from Viking.
Late Essays: 2006-2017 will be available January
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2018. A shattering pair of novellas in the tradition of
Conrad's Heart of Darkness, Dusklands probes the
links between the powerful and the powerless.
"Vietnam Project" is narrated by a researcher
investigating the effectiveness of United States
propaganda and psychological warfare in Vietnam.
The question of power is also explored in "The
Narrative of Jacobus Coetzee," the story of an
eighteenth-century Boer frontiersman who vows
revenge on the Hottentot natives because they have
failed to treat him with the respect that he thinks a
white man deserves. With striking intensity, J. M.
Coetzee penetrates the twilight land of obsession,
charting the nature on colonization as it seeks, in
1970 as in 1760, to absorb the wilds into the Western
dusklands.

In the Heart of the Country
Critical Perspectives on J.M. Coetzee is one of the first
collections of critical essays on this major
contemporary writer. The essays, written by an
international cast of contributors, adopt a variety of
approaches to Coetzee's often controversial work,
taking care to place that work within its wider cultural
context. Contributions include essays of more general
import, ranging across Coetzee's oeuvre, as well as
essays that analyse in more detail individual Coetzee
novels. The collection also includes a preface by
Coetzee's fellow South African, the internationally
acclaimed writer Nadine Gordimer.

Slow Man
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LONGLISTED FOR THE MAN BOOKER PRIZE Late
Essays: 2006-2016 will be available January 2018.
From the Nobel Prize-winning author J. M. Coetzee,
the haunting sequel to The Childhood of Jesus,
continuing the journey of Davíd, Simón, and Inés
“When you travel across the ocean on a boat, all your
memories are washed away and you start a
completely new life. That is how it is. There is no
before. There is no history. The boat docks at the
harbour and we climb down the gangplank and we are
plunged into the here and now. Time begins.” Davíd is
the small boy who is always asking questions. Simón
and Inés take care of him in their new town, Estrella.
He is learning the language; he has begun to make
friends. He has the big dog Bolívar to watch over him.
But he’ll be seven soon and he should be at school.
And so, with the guidance of the three sisters who
own the farm where Simón and Inés work, Davíd is
enrolled in the Academy of Dance. It’s here, in his
new golden dancing slippers, that he learns how to
call down the numbers from the sky. But it’s here,
too, that he will make troubling discoveries about
what grown-ups are capable of. In this mesmerizing
allegorical tale, Coetzee deftly grapples with the big
questions of growing up, of what it means to be a
“parent,” the constant battle between intellect and
emotion, and how we choose to live our lives.

The Schooldays of Jesus
J.M. Coetzee's latest novel, The Schooldays of Jesus, is
now available from Viking. Late Essays: 2006-2016
will be available January 2018. Since 1982, J. M.
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Coetzee has been dazzling the literary world. After
eight novels that have won, among other awards, two
Booker Prizes, and most recently, the Nobel Prize,
Coetzee has once again crafted an unusual and
deeply affecting tale. Told through an ingenious series
of formal addresses, Elizabeth Costello is, on the
surface, the story of a woman?s life as mother, sister,
lover, and writer. Yet it is also a profound and
haunting meditation on the nature of storytelling.

On Writing Fiction
J.M. Coetzee's latest novel, The Schooldays of Jesus, is
now available from Viking. Late Essays: 2006-2016
will be available January 2018. In the fall of 1869
Fyodor Mikhailovich Dostoevsky, lately a resident of
Germany, is summoned back to St. Petersburg by the
sudden death of his stepson, Pavel. Half crazed with
grief, stricken by epileptic seizures, and erotically
obsessed with his stepson's landlady, Dostoevsky is
nevertheless intent on unraveling the enigma of
Pavel's life. Was the boy a suicide or a murder victim?
Did he love his stepfather or despise him? Was he a
disciple of the revolutionary Nechaev, who even now
is somewhere in St. Petersburg pursuing a dream of
apocalyptic violence? As he follows his stepson's
ghost—and becomes enmeshed in the same demonic
conspiracies that claimed the boy—Dostoevsky
emerges as a figure of unfathomable contradictions:
naive and calculating, compassionate and cruel, pious
and unspeakably perverse.

Three Stories
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A new collection of twenty-three literary essays from
the Nobel Prize–winning author. J. M. Coetzee’s latest
novel, The Schooldays of Jesus, is now available from
Viking. J. M. Coetzee is not only one of the most
acclaimed fiction writers in the world, he is also an
accomplished and insightful literary critic. In Late
Essays: 2006–2016, a thought-provoking collection of
twenty-three pieces, he examines the work of some of
the world’s greatest writers, from Daniel Defoe in the
early eighteenth century to Goethe and Irène
Némirovsky to Coetzee’s contemporary Philip Roth.
Challenging yet accessible, literary master Coetzee
writes these essays with great clarity and precision,
offering readers an illuminating and wise analysis of a
remarkable list of works of international literature that
span three centuries.

Giving Offense
Denton Welch, one of the most gifted creative artists
of his generation, died in 1948 at the age of thirtyone, leaving this, perhaps his finest work, almost but
not quite completed. Under the thin disguise of fiction
Denton Welch recreates the world of hospitals and
nursing homes in which he spent so many months
after the accident which was eventually to prove fatal
to him. The details of daily routine, the fellow
patients, the nurses and doctors, the comedies and
tragedies which loom so large in the confined
existence of the sick, all are described so vividly, with
so much humour and pathos, with so accurate a
listening ear, so watchful and penetrating an eye, that
it is almost impossible to believe that the experience
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on which it is based was one of long exhausting pain
to the author himself, and that book was conceived in
pain and carried through with failing physical powers.

J.M. Coetzee's Austerities
In The Slow Philosophy of J.M. Coetzee Jan Wilm
analyses Coetzee's singular aesthetic style which, he
argues, provokes the reader to read his works slowly.
The effected 'slow reading' is developed into a
method specifically geared to analyzing Coetzee's
singular oeuvre, and it is shown that his works
productively decelerate the reading process only to
dynamize the reader's reflexion in a way that may be
termed philosophical. Drawing on fresh archival
material, this is the first study of its kind to explore
Coetzee's writing process as already slow; as a
program of seemingly relentless revision which brings
forth his uniquely dense and crystalline style. Through
the incorporation of material from drafts and
notebooks, this study is also the first to combine an
exploration of the writer's stylistic choices with a
rigorous analysis of the reader's responses. The book
includes close readings of Coetzee's popular and
lesser known work, including Disgrace, Waiting for the
Barbarians, Elizabeth Costello, Life and Times of
Michael K and Slow Man.

The Good Story
Nobel Laureate and the first author to win the Booker
Prize twice, J.M. Coetzee is perhaps the world's
leading living novelist writing in English. Including an
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international roster of world leading critics and
novelists, and drawing on new research, this
innovative book analyses the whole range of
Coetzee's work, from his most recent novels through
his memoirs and critical writing. It offers a range of
perspectives on his relationship with the historical,
political, cultural and social context of South Africa. It
also contextualises Coetzee's work in relation to his
literary influences, colonial and post-colonial history,
the Holocaust and colonial genocides, the 'politics'
and meaning of the Nobel prize in South Africa and
Coetzee's very public move from South Africa to
Australia. Including a major unpublished essay by
leading South African novelist André Brink, this book
offers the most up-to-date study of Coetzee's work
currently available.

J. M. Coetzee in Context and Theory
Nobel Prize-winning novelist J. M. Coetzee is one of
the most widely taught contemporary writers, but also
one of the most elusive. Many critics who have
addressed his work have devoted themselves to
rendering it more accessible and acceptable, often
playing down the features that discomfort and
perplex his readers. Yet it is just these features, Derek
Attridge argues, that give Coetzee's work its haunting
power and offer its greatest rewards. Attridge does
justice to this power and these rewards in a study that
serves as an introduction for readers new to Coetzee
and a stimulus for thought for those who know his
work well. Without overlooking the South African
dimension of his fiction, Attridge treats Coetzee as a
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writer who raises questions of central importance to
current debates both within literary studies and more
widely in the ethical arena. Implicit throughout the
book is Attridge's view that literature, more than
philosophy, politics, or even religion, does singular
justice to our ethical impulses and acts. Attridge
follows Coetzee's lead in exploring a number of issues
such as interpretation and literary judgment,
responsibility to the other, trust and betrayal, artistic
commitment, confession, and the problematic idea of
truth to the self.

J.M. Coetzee & the Life of Writing
J.M. Coetzee is one of the world's most intriguing
authors. Compelling, razor-sharp, erudite: the
adjectives pile up but the heart of the fiction remains
elusive. Now, David Attwell explores the extraordinary
creative processes behind Coetzee's novels from
'Dusklands' to 'The Childhood of Jesus'.

Critical Perspectives on J. M. Coetzee
“Kai Wiegandt’s study offers a nuanced,
thoroughgoing and deeply engaging account of
novelist J.M. Coetzee’s revision of our core ideas of
the human—not least the human sense of uniqueness
that we have invested in our belief in reason and
conviction of God-likeness. He persuasively analyses
the careful ways through which Coetzee deploys
narrative as a mode of thinking through such human
and post-human questions, so developing a fresh and
original approach Wiegandt calls ‘anthropological
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realism’. Drawing on thinkers from across the French,
German and Anglophone traditions, Wiegandt has
produced a fiercely insightful and committedly
interdisciplinary study.” — Elleke Boehmer, Professor
of World Literature in English, University of Oxford
“J.M. Coetzee’s Revisions of the Human offers a bold
and compelling argument that is sure to make a
serious intervention in Coetzee criticism. Wiegandt
introduces several new fields of enquiry in relation to
Coetzee’s fiction; the discussions thus reframe wellworn debates in an innovative way, making for
unexpected insights in seemingly familiar critical
terrain. The book opens up a valuable and thoughtprovoking perspective on Coetzee’s work, and will be
of particular interest to the philosophically-minded
Coetzee specialist.” — Carrol Clarkson, Professor and
Chair of Modern English Literature, University of
Amsterdam "Tracking skilfully across the shifting
terrain of J. M. Coetzee’s fictions, Kai Wiegandt draws
out their philosophical and literary intertexts in this
lucid, erudite and compelling book, and thereby
illuminates a fundamental concern that has persisted
throughout Coetzee’s career: to probe and push our
ideas of what it is to be human." — Jarad Zimbler,
author of J. M. Coetzee and the Politics of Style This
study argues that the most consistent concern in
Coetzee’s oeuvre is the question of what makes us
human. Ideas of the human that stress language use,
reason, self-consciousness, autonomy and Godlikeness are revised in his novels via a ‘poetic of
testing’ which pits intertextually referenced ideas
against each other in polyphonic narratives. In
addition to examining the philosophical provenance of
questions of the human in the work of such thinkers
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as Plato, Hegel, Heidegger, Barthes and Foucault, the
study charts Coetzee’s reconfiguration of elements
drawn from major literary precursors like Cervantes,
Heinrich von Kleist, Kafka and Beckett. Its leading
argument is that Coetzee revises the Enlightenment
idea of the human as a disengaged, autonomous
thinker by demonstrating the limitations of reason;
that he instead offers a view of humanity as engaged
agency, a view most compatible with ideas developed
in the discourse of post humanism, theories of
materiality and social practice theory; and that his
revisions depend on narrative form as much as they
recommend a narrative approach to ideas in general.

Diary of a Bad Year
A man contemplates his deep connection to a house.
The unfathomable idea of threshing wheat points to a
life lost. And a writer ponders the creation of his
narrator. Three Stories—‘His Man and He’, written as
Coetzee’s acceptance speech for the Nobel Prize for
Literature, ‘A House in Spain’ and ‘Nietverloren’—is
the work of a master at his peak. These are stories
that embody the essence of our existence. J.M.
Coetzee was the first author to win the Booker Prize
twice and was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature
in 2003. His work includes Waiting for the Barbarians,
Life and Times of Michael K, The Master of Petersburg,
Disgrace, Diary of a Bad Year and most recently, The
Childhood of Jesus. He lives in Adelaide. ‘All [the
stories are] impeccably crafted and a joy to read, with
the book itself beautifully presented in duck egg blue
and inlaid gold too.’ New Daily ‘For all the sharpness
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and sorrow of Coetzee’s writing, there is something
grandly calming about his style: his sentences seem
to give off light, and not in a hard dazzle, but in the
glow of a child’s night-light.’ Age/Sydney Morning
Herald ‘Coetzee’s strength as a writer is such that
each of the stories is engaging, thought-provoking
and highly readable.’ West Australian

Dusklands
The pieces of a satisfying novel or story seem to fit
together so effortlessly, so seamlessly, that it's easy
to find yourself wondering, "How on earth did the
author do this?" The answer is simple: He sat alone at
his desk, considered an array of options, and made
smart, careful choices. In On Writing Fiction, awardwinning author and respected creative writing
professor David Jauss offers practical information and
advice that will help you make smart creative and
technical decisions about such topics as: • Writing
prose with syntax and rhythm to create a
"soundtrack" for the narrative • Choosing the right
point of view to create the appropriate degree of
"distance" between your characters and the reader •
Harnessing the power of contradiction in the creative
process In one thought-provoking essay after another,
Jauss sorts through unique fiction-writing
conundrums, including how to create those exquisite
intersections between truth and fabrication that make
all great works of fiction so much more resonant than
fiction that follows the "write what you know"
approach that's so often used.
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Boyhood
J.M. Coetzee's latest novel, The Schooldays of Jesus,
will soon be available from Viking With the same
electrical intensity of language and insight that he
brought to Waiting for the Barbarians, J.M. Coetzee
reinvents the story of Robinson Crusoe—and in so
doing, directs our attention to the seduction and
tyranny of storytelling itself In 1720 the eminent man
of letters Daniel Foe is approached by Susan Barton,
lately a castaway on a desert island. She wants him to
tell her story, and that of the enigmatic man who has
become her rescuer, companion, master and
sometimes lover: Cruso. Cruso is dead, and his
manservant, Friday, is incapable of speech. As she
tries to relate the truth about him, the ambitious
Barton cannot help turning Cruso into her invention.
For as narrated by Foe—as by Coetzee himself—the
stories we thought we knew acquire depths that are
at once treacherous, elegant, and unexpectedly
moving.

J.M. Coetzee & the Ethics of Reading
Continuing Text’s re-release of J. M. Coetzee’s revered
works with stylish new covers, Boyhood is a modern
classic by the great Nobel Prize winner accompanied
by an introduction from acclaimed author Liam Pieper

Stranger Shores
J. M. Coetzee is, without question, one of the world's
greatest novelists. This volume gathers together for
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the first time in book form twenty-nine pieces on
books, writing, photography and the 1995 Rugby
World Cup in South Africa. Stranger Shores opens with
'What is a Classic?' in which Coetzee explores the
answer to his own question - 'What does it mean in
living terms to say that the classic is what survives?' by way of T.S. Eliot, J.S. Bach and Zbigniew Herbert.
His subjects range from eighteenth and nineteenth
century writers Daniel Defoe, Samuel Richardson and
Ivan Turgenev, to the great German modernists Rilke,
Kafka, and Musil, to the giants of late twentieth
century literature, among them Harry Mulisch, Joseph
Brodsky, Jorge Luis Borges, Salman Rushdie, Amos
Oz, Naguib Mahfouz, Nadine Gordimer and Doris
Lessing.

Dangling Man
The idea of human cruelty to animals so consumes
novelist Elizabeth Costello in her later years that she
can no longer look another person in the eye:
humans, especially meat-eating ones, seem to her to
be conspirators in a crime of stupefying magnitude
taking place on farms and in slaughterhouses,
factories, and laboratories across the world. Costello's
son, a physics professor, admires her literary
achievements, but dreads his mother’s lecturing on
animal rights at the college where he teaches. His
colleagues resist her argument that human reason is
overrated and that the inability to reason does not
diminish the value of life; his wife denounces his
mother’s vegetarianism as a form of moral
superiority. At the dinner that follows her first lecture,
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the guests confront Costello with a range of
sympathetic and skeptical reactions to issues of
animal rights, touching on broad philosophical,
anthropological, and religious perspectives. Painfully
for her son, Elizabeth Costello seems offensive and
flaky, but—dare he admit it?—strangely on target. In
this landmark book, Nobel Prize–winning writer J. M.
Coetzee uses fiction to present a powerfully moving
discussion of animal rights in all their complexity. He
draws us into Elizabeth Costello’s own sense of
mortality, her compassion for animals, and her
alienation from humans, even from her own family. In
his fable, presented as a Tanner Lecture sponsored by
the University Center for Human Values at Princeton
University, Coetzee immerses us in a drama reflecting
the real-life situation at hand: a writer delivering a
lecture on an emotionally charged issue at a
prestigious university. Literature, philosophy,
performance, and deep human conviction—Coetzee
brings all these elements into play. As in the story of
Elizabeth Costello, the Tanner Lecture is followed by
responses treating the reader to a variety of
perspectives, delivered by leading thinkers in
different fields. Coetzee’s text is accompanied by an
introduction by political philosopher Amy Gutmann
and responsive essays by religion scholar Wendy
Doniger, primatologist Barbara Smuts, literary theorist
Marjorie Garber, and moral philosopher Peter Singer,
author of Animal Liberation. Together the lecturefable and the essays explore the palpable social
consequences of uncompromising moral conflict and
confrontation.
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Foe
J.M. Coetzee: What relationship do I have with my life
history? Am I its conscious author, or should I think of
myself as simply a voice uttering with as little
interference as possible a stream of words welling up
from my interior? Arabella Kurtz: One way of thinking
about psychoanalysis is to say that it is aimed at
setting free the narrative or autobiographical
imagination. The Good Story is a fascinating dialogue
about psychotherapy and the art of storytelling
between a writer with a long-standing interest in
moral psychology and a psychotherapist with training
in literary studies. Coetzee and Kurtz consider
psychotherapy and its wider social context from
different perspectives, but at the heart of both of their
approaches is a concern with narrative. Working
alone, the writer is in control of the story he or she
tells. The therapist, on the other hand, collaborates
with the patient in developing an account of the
patient's life and identity that is both meaningful and
true. In a meeting of minds that is illuminating and
thought-provoking, the authors discuss both
individual psychology and the psychology of the
group: the school classroom, gangs and the settler
nation, in which the brutal deeds of ancestors are
accommodated into a national story. Drawing on
great writers like Cervantes and Dostoevsky and
psychoanalysts like Freud and Melanie Klein, Coetzee
and Kurtz explore the human capacity for selfexamination, our wish to tell our own life stories and
the resistances we encounter along the way. J.M.
Coetzee's latest novel, The Schooldays of Jesus, will
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soon be available from Viking. From the Hardcover
edition.

Elizabeth Costello
Representing a wide range of critical and theoretical
perspectives, this volume examines J.M. Coetzee's
novels from Dusklands to Diary of a Bad Year. The
choice of essays reflects three broad goals: aligning
the South African dimension of Coetzee's writing with
his "late modernist" aesthetic; exploring the
relationship between Coetzee's novels and his essays
on linguistics; and paying particular attention to his
more recent fictional experiments. These objectives
are realized in essays focusing on, among other
matters, the function of names and etymology in
Coetzee's fiction, the vexed relationship between art
and politics in apartheid South Africa, the importance
of film in Coetzee's literary sensibility, Coetzee's
reworkings of Defoe, the paradoxes inherent in
confessional narratives, ethics and the controversial
politics of reading Disgrace, intertextuality and the
fictional self-consciousness of Slow Man. Through its
pronounced emphasis on the novelist's later work, the
collection points towards a narrato-political and
linguistic reassessment of the Coetzee canon.

The Master of Petersburg
From author of Waiting for the Barbarians and Nobel
Prize winner J.M. Coetzee. J.M. Coetzee's latest novel,
The Schooldays of Jesus, is now available from Viking.
Late Essays: 2006-2016 will be available January
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2018. In a South Africa turned by war, Michael K. sets
out to take his ailing mother back to her rural home.
On the way there she dies, leaving him alone in an
anarchic world of brutal roving armies. Imprisoned,
Michael is unable to bear confinement and escapes,
determined to live with dignity. This life affirming
novel goes to the center of human experience—the
need for an interior, spiritual life; for some
connections to the world in which we live; and for
purity of vision.

Slow Man
An eminent, ageing Australian writer is invited to
contribute to a book entitled Strong Opinions. For
him, troubled by Australia's complicity in the wars in
the Middle East,it is a chance to air some urgent
concerns: how should a citizen of a modern
democracy react to their state's involvement in an
immoral war on terror, a war that involves the use of
torture? Then in the laundry room of his apartment
block he encounters an alluring young woman. He
offers her work typing up his manuscript. Anya is not
interested in politics, but the job will be a welcome
distraction, as will the writer's evident attraction
towards her. Her boyfriend, Alan, is an investment
consultant who understands the world in harsh
economic terms. Suspicious of his trophy girlfriend's
new pastime, Alan begins to formulate a plan

Disgrace
A story told in prose as feverishly rich as William
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Faulkner's, In the Heart of the Country is a work of
irresistable power. J.M. Coetzee's latest novel, The
Schooldays of Jesus, is now available from Viking.
Late Essays: 2006-2016 will be available January
2018. On a remote farm in South Africa, the
protagonist of J. M. Coetzee's fierce and passionate
novel watches the life from which she has been
excluded. Ignored by her callous father, scorned and
feared by his servants, she is a bitterly intelligent
woman whose outward meekness disguises a
desperate resolve not to become "one of the
forgotten ones of history." When her father takes an
African mistress, that resolve precipitates an act of
vengeance that suggests a chemical reaction
between the colonizer and the colonized—and
between European yearnings and the vastness and
solitude of Africa. With vast assurance and an
unerring eye, J. M. Coetzee has turned the family
romance into a mirror of the colonial experience.

Slow Man
Winner of the 2003 Nobel Prize in Literature. J. M.
Coetzee presents a coherent, unorthodox analysis of
censorship from the perspective of one who has lived
and worked under its shadow. The essays collected
here attempt to understand the passion that plays
itself out in acts of silencing and censoring. He argues
that a destructive dynamic of belligerence and
escalation tends to overtake the rivals in any field
ruled by censorship. From Osip Mandelstam
commanded to compose an ode in praise of Stalin, to
Breyten Breytenbach writing poems under and for the
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eyes of his prison guards, to Aleksander Solzhenitsyn
engaging in a trial of wits with the organs of the
Soviet state, Giving Offense focuses on the ways
authors have historically responded to censorship. It
also analyzes the arguments of Catharine MacKinnon
for the suppression of pornography and traces the
operations of the old South African censorship
system. "The most impressive feature of Coetzee's
essays, besides his ear for language, is his
coolheadedness. He can dissect repugnant notions
and analyze volatile emotions with enviable
poise."—Kenneth Baker, San Francisco Chronicle Book
Review "Those looking for simple, ringing
denunciations of censorship's evils will be
disappointed. Coetzee explicitly rejects such noble
tritenesses. Instead . . . he pursues censorship's
deeper, more fickle meanings and
unmeanings."—Kirkus Reviews "These erudite essays
form a powerful, bracing criticism of censorship in its
many guises."—Publishers Weekly "Giving Offense
gets its incisive message across clearly, even when
Coetzee is dealing with such murky theorists as
Bakhtin, Lacan, Foucault, and René; Girard. Coetzee
has a light, wry sense of humor."—Bill Marx, Hungry
Mind Review "An extraordinary collection of
essays."—Martha Bayles, New York Times Book
Review "A disturbing and illuminating moral
expedition."—Richard Eder, Los Angeles Times Book
Review

The Death of Jesus
Presents lucid and exemplary critical essays,
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introducing readers to J. M. Coetzee's works,
practices, horizons and relations.

The Childhood of Jesus
Paul Rayment is on the threshold of a comfortable old
age when a calamitous cycling accident results in the
amputation of a leg. Humiliated, his body truncated,
his life circumscribed, he turns away from his friends.
He hires a nurse named Marijana, with whom he has a
European childhood in common: hers in Croatia, his in
France. Tactfully and efficiently she ministers to his
needs. But his feelings for her, and for her handsome
teenage son, are complicated by the sudden arrival
on his doorstep of the celebrated Australian novelist
Elizabeth Costello, who threatens to take over the
direction of his life and the affairs of his heart.

Youth
J.M. Coetzee's latest novel, The Schooldays of Jesus, is
now available from Viking. Late Essays: 2006-2016
will be available January 2018. J. M. Coetzee, one of
the greatest living writers in the English language,
has crafted a deeply moving tale of love and mortality
in his new book, Slow Man. When photographer Paul
Rayment loses his leg in a bicycle accident, he is
forced to reexamine how he has lived his life. Through
Paul's story, Coetzee addresses questions that define
us all: What does it mean to do good? What in our
lives is ultimately meaningful? How do we define the
place we call "home"? In his clear and
uncompromising voice, Coetzee struggles with these
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issues and offers a story that will dazzle the reader on
every page.

The Cambridge Companion to J.M.
Coetzee
Continuing Text’s re-release of J. M. Coetzee’s revered
works with stylish new covers, Youth is a modern
classic by the great Nobel Prize winner accompanied
by an introduction from bestselling author Michael
McGirr

Late Essays
Ranger Jo Lockwood is often alone in the wilderness,
and she likes it that way - until she discovers the body
of a man, brutally murdered. Award-winning romantic
suspense from Bronwyn Parry. Favourite Romantic
Suspense Novel, 2012 (Australian Romance Readers
Association) Romantic Suspense Finalist (Romance
Writers of America, RITA Awards) The national parks
where Ranger Jo Lockwood works, on the edge of the
New South Wales outback, are untamed stretches of
dry forest cut through with wild rivers. She's often
alone, and she likes it that way - until she discovers
the body of a man, brutally murdered, in a vandalised
campground. Detective Senior Sergeant Nick
Matheson knows organised crime and gang violence
from the inside out. He's so good at undercover work
that his colleagues aren't sure which side he's really
on. His posting to Strathnairn is supposed to be a
return to normal duties, but the murder victim in the
campground is only the first of Jo's discoveries. As Jo
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and Nick uncover drugs and a stash of illegal
weapons, the evidence points towards locals - young
men already on the wrong side of the law. But as far
as Nick's concerned, it doesn't add up. When the body
count starts mounting - each brutally punished before
death - he becomes convinced that one person is
behind the killings, one person is manipulating the
men to commit horrific crimes, forming them into his
own private drug-dealing cartel. Jo has seen the
man's face, and now she's his next target. Nick's
determined to protect her, but trapped in the rugged
outback he and Jo will have to act quickly if they are
going to survive. Book 1 in the riveting Goodabri
series. STORM CLOUDS is Book 2; SUNSET SHADOWS
is Book 3. **INCLUDES BONUS CHAPTERS of STORM
CLOUDS and SUNSET SHADOWS** Praise for Bronwyn
Parry: 'Loyalty and romance combine with action to
make a memorable story.' - WEEKEND AUSTRALIAN
'[Bronwyn] remains firmly in my autobuy list.' BOOKTOPIA'S ROMANCE BUZZ

Age of Iron
After crossing oceans, a man and a boy arrive in a
new land. Here they are each assigned a name and
an age, and held in a camp in the desert while they
learn Spanish, the language of their new country. As
SimÃ3n and David they make their way to the
relocation centre in the city of Novilla, where
officialdom treats them politely but not necessarily
helpfully. SimÃ3n finds a job in a grain wharf. The
work is unfamiliar and backbreaking, but he soon
warms to his stevedore comrades, who during breaks
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conduct philosophical dialogues on the dignity of
labour, and generally take him to their hearts. Now he
must set about his task of locating the boyâe(tm)s
mother. Though like everyone else who arrives in this
new country he seems to be washed clean of all
traces of memory, he is convinced he will know her
when he sees her. And indeed, while walking with the
boy in the countryside SimÃ3n catches sight of a
woman he is certain is the mother, and persuades her
to assume the role. David's new mother comes to
realise that he is an exceptional child, a bright,
dreamy boy with highly unusual ideas about the
world. But the school authorities detect a rebellious
streak in him and insist he be sent to a special school
far away. His mother refuses to yield him up, and it is
SimÃ3n who must drive the car as the trio flees
across the mountains. THE CHILDHOOD OF JESUS is a
profound, beautiful and continually surprising novel
from a very great writer.

Mrs. Osmond
New essays providing critical views of Coetzee's major
works for the scholar and the general reader.

J.M. Coetzee’s Revisions of the Human
How do individuals, who are part of a community,
respond to the stranger as a stranger: i.e. without
simply positioning this outsider in opposition to the
community in which they are located? How may
individuals receive something unknown and therefore
surprising into their world without compromising it by
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identifying it in the terms of that world? In this study,
Mike Marais traces the various ways in which
Coetzee's fiction, fromDusklands through to Slow
Man, repeatedly poses such questions of hospitality.It
is shown that the form of ethical action staged in
Coetzee's writing is grounded not in the individual's
willed and rational achievement, but in his or her
invasion and possession by the strangeness of the
stranger. This ethic of hospitality, Marais argues, has
a strong aesthetic dimension: for Coetzee, the writer
is inspired to write by being acted upon by a force
from beyond the phenomenal world. The writer is a
secretary of the invisible. She or he is responsible to
and for the invisible.Marais maintains that this
understanding of writing as an involuntary response
to that which exceeds history is evident from the first
in Coetzee's fiction. In readings of the novels of the
apartheid era, he traces this writer's rueful, ironic
awareness of the limited, even incidental, form of
political engagement that may emanate from such an
aesthetic. He then goes on to argue that if it is the
writer's obligation to render visible the invisible,
writing must be a task that can never be completed.
What is more, such writing is thus bound to be
iterative in form. With this in mind, he traces the
structural similarities between Coetzee's writing of
the apartheid period and his post-apartheid and
Australian writing, arguing that the later texts are selfreflexively aware of their endlessly repetitive
nature.These contentions are developed
incrementally through close readings of the individual
novels that focus on recurring metaphors of
hospitality – visitor, the stranger, the house, the
castaway, the invisible, the dream, and the child.
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Broken
Continuing Text’s re-release of J. M. Coetzee’s revered
works with stylish new covers, Slow Man is a modern
classic by the great Nobel Prize winner accompanied
by an introduction from author and critic, Andrew
Fuhrmann.

The Slow Philosophy of J. M. Coetzee
Nobel Laureate and two-time Booker prize-winning
author of Disgrace and The Life and Times of Michael
K, J. M. Coetzee tells the remarkable story of a nation
gripped in brutal apartheid in his Sunday Express
Book of the Year award-winner Age of Iron. In Cape
Town, South Africa, an elderly classics professor
writes a letter to her distant daughter, recounting the
strange and disturbing events of her dying days. She
has been opposed to the lies and the brutality of
apartheid all her life, but now she finds herself coming
face to face with its true horrors: the hounding by the
police of her servant's son, the burning of a nearby
black township, the murder by security forces of a
teenage activist who seeks refuge in her house.
Through it all, her only companion, the only person to
whom she can confess her mounting anger and
despair, is a homeless man who one day appears on
her doorstep. In Age of Iron, J. M. Coetzee brings his
searing insight and masterful control of language to
bear on one of the darkest episodes of our times.
'Quite simply a magnificent and unforgettable work'
Daily Telegraph 'A superbly realized novel whose
truth cuts to the bone' The New York Times 'A
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remarkable work by a brilliant writer' Wall Street
Journal South African author J. M. Coetzee was
awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature in 2003 and
was the first author to win the Booker Prize twice for
his novels Disgrace and The Life and Times of Michael
K. His novel, Foe, an exquisite reinvention of the story
of Robinson Crusoe is also available in Penguin
paperback.
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