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Crossing the Bay of Bengal
Ecology and Power in the Age of Empire provides the first wide-ranging environmental history of the heyday of European
imperialism, from the late nineteenth century to the end of the colonial era. It focuses on the ecological dimensions of the
explosive growth of tropical commodity production, global trade, and modern resource management-transformations that
still visibly shape our world today-and how they were related to broader social, cultural, and political developments in
Europe's colonies. Covering the overseas empires of all the major European powers, Corey Ross argues that tropical
environments were not merely a stage on which conquest and subjugation took place, but were an essential part of the
colonial project, profoundly shaping the imperial enterprise even as they were shaped by it. The story he tells is not only
about the complexities of human experience, but also about people's relationship with the ecosystems in which they were
themselves embedded: the soil, water, plants, and animals that were likewise a part of Europe's empire. Although it shows
that imperial conquest rarely represented a sudden bout of ecological devastation, it nonetheless demonstrates that
modern imperialism marked a decisive and largely negative milestone for the natural environment. By relating the
expansion of modern empire, global trade, and mass consumption to the momentous ecological shifts that they entailed,
this book provides a historical perspective on the vital nexus of social, political, and environmental issues that we face in
the twenty-first-century world.
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Landscapes and Landforms of India
With a focus on colonial Bengal, this book demonstrates how the dynamics of agrarian prosperity or decline, communal
conflicts, poverty and famine can only be properly understood from an ecological perspective as well as discussions of
state's coercion and popular resistance, market forces and dependency, or contested cultures and consciousness.

Rivers of the Ganga-Brahmaputra-Meghna Delta
The essays collected in Cultivating the Colonies demonstrate how the relationship between colonial power and nature
reveals the nature of power. Each essay explores how colonial governments translated ideas about the management of
exotic nature and foreign people into practice, and how they literally “got their hands dirty” in the business of empire. The
eleven essays include studies of animal husbandry in the Philippines, farming in Indochina, and indigenous medicine in
India. They are global in scope, ranging from the Russian North to Mozambique, examining the consequences of colonialism
on nature, including its impact on animals, fisheries, farmlands, medical practices, and even the diets of indigenous people.
Cultivating the Colonies establishes beyond all possible doubt the importance of the environment as a locus for studying the
power of the colonial state.

A History of Bangladesh
This book answers key questions about environment, people and their shared future in deltas. It develops a systematic and
holistic approach for policy-orientated analysis for the future of these regions. It does so by focusing on ecosystem services
in the world’s largest, most populous and most iconic delta region, that of the Ganges-Brahmaputra delta in Bangladesh.
The book covers the conceptual basis, research approaches and challenges, while also providing a methodology for
integration across multiple disciplines, offering a potential prototype for assessments of deltas worldwide. Ecosystem
Services for Well-Being in Deltas analyses changing ecosystem services in deltas; the health and well-being of people
reliant on them; the continued central role of agriculture and fishing; and the implications of aquaculture in such
environments.The analysis is brought together in an integrated and accessible way to examine the future of the Ganges
Brahmaputra delta based on a near decade of research by a team of the world’s leading scientists on deltas and their
human and environmental dimensions. This book is essential reading for students and academics within the fields of
Environmental Geography, Sustainable Development and Environmental Policy focused on solving the world’s most critical
challenges of balancing humans with their environments. This book is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0
International License.
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On the Ganges
With this book Kuntala Lahiri-Dutt and Gopa Samanta offer an intimate glimpse into the microcosmic world of “hybrid
landscapes.” Focusing on chars—the part-land, part-water, low-lying sandy masses that exist within the riverbeds in the
floodplains of lower Bengal—the authors show how, both as real-life examples and as metaphors, chars straddle the
conventional categories of land and water, and how people who live on them fluctuate between legitimacy and illegitimacy.
The result, a study of human habitation in the nebulous space between land and water, charts a new way of thinking about
land, people, and people's ways of life.

Ecology and Power in the Age of Empire
Acclaimed for its unique ecosystem and Royal Bengal tigers, the mangrove islands that comprise the Sundarbans area of
the Bengal delta are the setting for this pioneering anthropological work. The key question that the author explores is: what
do tigers mean for the islanders of the Sundarbans? The diverse origins and current occupations of the local population
produce different answers to this question – but for all, ‘the tiger question’ is a significant social marker. Far more than
through caste, tribe or religion, the Sundarbans islanders articulate their social locations and interactions by reference to
the non-human world – the forest and its terrifying protagonist, the man-eating tiger. The book combines rich ethnography
on a little-known region with contemporary theoretical insights to provide a new frame of reference to understand social
relations in the Indian subcontinent. It will be of interest to scholars and students of anthropology, sociology, development
studies, religion and cultural studies, as well as those working on environment, conservation, the state and issues relating
to discrimination and marginality.

Orientalism and Race
Earth’s fractured geology is visible in its fault lines. It is along these lines that earthquakes occur, sometimes with
disastrous effects. These disturbances can significantly influence urban development, as seen in the aftermath of two
earthquakes in Messina, Italy, in 1908 and in the Belice Valley, Sicily, in 1968. Following the history of these places before
and after their destruction, this book explores plans and developments that preceded the disasters and the urbanism that
emerged from the ruins. These stories explore fault lines between “rural” and “urban,” “backwardness” and
“development,” and “before” and “after,” shedding light on the role of environmental forces in the history of human
habitats.

University of Dhaka
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São Paulo, Brazil, holds the largest number of Japanese descendants outside Japan, and they have been there for six
generations. Japanese immigration to Brazil started in 1908 to replace European immigrants to work in São Paulo’s
expanding coffee industry. It peaked in the late 1920s and early 1930s as anti-Japanese sentiment grew in Brazil.
Approximately 189,000 Japanese entered Brazil by 1942 in mandatory family units. After the war, prewar immigrants and
their descendants became quickly concentrated in São Paulo City. Immigration from Japan resumed in 1952, and by 1993
some 54,000 immigrants arrived in Brazil. By 1980, the majority of Japanese Brazilians had joined the urban middle class
and many had been mixed racially. In the mid-1980s, Japanese Brazilians’ “return” labor migrations to Japan began on a
large scale. More than 310,000 Brazilian citizens were residing in Japan in June 2008, when the centenary of Japanese
immigration was widely celebrated in Brazil. The story does not end there. The global recession that started in 2008 soon
forced unemployed Brazilians in Japan and their Japanese-born children to return to Brazil. Based on her research in Brazil
and Japan, Mieko Nishida challenges the essentialized categories of “the Japanese” in Brazil and “Brazilians” in Japan, with
special emphasis on gender. Nishida deftly argues that Japanese Brazilian identity has never been a static, fixed set of traits
that can be counted and inventoried. Rather it is about being and becoming, a process of identity in motion responding to
the push-and-pull between being positioned and positioning in a historically changing world. She examines Japanese
immigrants and their descendants’ historically shifting sense of identity, which comes from their experiences of historical
changes in socioeconomic and political structure in both Brazil and Japan. Each chapter illustrates how their identity is
perpetually in formation, across generation, across gender, across class, across race, and in the movement of people
between nations. Diaspora and Identity makes an important contribution to the understanding of the historical development
of ethnic, racial, and national identities; as well as construction of the Japanese diaspora in Brazil and its response to time,
place, and circumstances.

A Local History of Global Capital
Before the advent of synthetic fibers and cargo containers, jute sacks were the preferred packaging material of global
trade, transporting the world's grain, cotton, sugar, tobacco, coffee, wool, guano, and bacon. Jute was the second-most
widely consumed fiber in the world, after cotton. While the sack circulated globally, the plant was cultivated almost
exclusively by peasant smallholders in a small corner of the world: the Bengal delta. This book examines how jute fibers
entangled the delta's peasantry in the rhythms and vicissitudes of global capital. Taking readers from the nineteenthcentury high noon of the British Raj to the early years of post-partition Pakistan in the mid-twentieth century, Tariq Omar Ali
traces how the global connections wrought by jute transformed every facet of peasant life: practices of work, leisure,
domesticity, and sociality; ideas and discourses of justice, ethics, piety, and religiosity; and political commitments and
actions. Ali examines how peasant life was structured and restructured with oscillations in global commodity markets, as
the nineteenth-century period of peasant consumerism and prosperity gave way to debt and poverty in the twentieth
Page 4/17

File Type PDF The Bengal Delta Ecology State And Social Change 1840 1943 Cambridge Imperial And Post
Colonial Studies Series
century. A Local History of Global Capital traces how jute bound the Bengal delta's peasantry to turbulent global capital,
and how global commodity markets shaped everyday peasant life and determined the difference between prosperity and
poverty, survival and starvation.

Global Change and Integrated Coastal Management
Explores how the British Empire responded to the environmental challenges of the world's largest tidal delta.

A Statistical Account of Bengal
Bangladesh is a new name for an old land whose history is little known to the wider world. A country chiefly famous in the
West for media images of poverty, underdevelopment, and natural disasters, Bangladesh did not exist as an independent
state until 1971. Willem van Schendel's history reveals the country's vibrant, colourful past and its diverse culture as it
navigates the extraordinary twists and turns that have created modern Bangladesh. The story begins with the early
geological history of the delta which has decisively shaped Bangladesh society. The narrative then moves chronologically
through the era of colonial rule, the partition of Bengal, the war with Pakistan and the birth of Bangladesh as an
independent state. In so doing, it reveals the forces that have made Bangladesh what it is today. This is an eloquent
introduction to a fascinating country and its resilient and inventive people.

A Local History of Global Capital
Before the advent of synthetic fibers and cargo containers, jute sacks were the preferred packaging material of global
trade, transporting the world's grain, cotton, sugar, tobacco, coffee, wool, guano, and bacon. Jute was the second-most
widely consumed fiber in the world, after cotton. While the sack circulated globally, the plant was cultivated almost
exclusively by peasant smallholders in a small corner of the world: the Bengal delta. This book examines how jute fibers
entangled the delta's peasantry in the rhythms and vicissitudes of global capital. Taking readers from the nineteenthcentury high noon of the British Raj to the early years of post-partition Pakistan in the mid-twentieth century, Tariq Omar Ali
traces how the global connections wrought by jute transformed every facet of peasant life: practices of work, leisure,
domesticity, and sociality; ideas and discourses of justice, ethics, piety, and religiosity; and political commitments and
actions. Ali examines how peasant life was structured and restructured with oscillations in global commodity markets, as
the nineteenth-century period of peasant consumerism and prosperity gave way to debt and poverty in the twentieth
century. A Local History of Global Capital traces how jute bound the Bengal delta's peasantry to turbulent global capital,
and how global commodity markets shaped everyday peasant life and determined the difference between prosperity and
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poverty, survival and starvation.

Blue Infrastructures
This is the first comprehensive book on the rivers of the Ganga-Brahmaputra-Meghna delta. This volume covers all aspects
of this highly populated region including land conflicts and environmental impacts such as the Indo-Bangladesh conflict over
sharing of trans-boundary water. This book addresses the topic from a highly interdisciplinary perspective covering areas of
geography, geology, environment, history, archaeology, sociology and politics of the Bengal region. The book appeals to a
wide range of audiences from India, Bangladesh and the international community. The style of presentation makes it easily
suitable for students, researchers and interested laymen.

Fault Lines
Bangladesh did not exist as an independent state until 1971. Willem van Schendel's state-of-the-art history navigates the
extraordinary twists and turns that created modern Bangladesh through ecological disaster, colonialism, partition, a war of
independence and cultural renewal. In this revised and updated edition, Van Schendel offers a fascinating and highly
readable account of life in Bangladesh over the last two millennia. Based on the latest academic research and covering the
numerous historical developments of the 2010s, he provides an eloquent introduction to a fascinating country and its
resilient and inventive people. A perfect survey for travellers, expats, students and scholars alike.

Deltas in the Anthropocene
The Anthropocene is the human-dominated modern era that has accelerated social, environmental and climate change
across the world in the last few decades. This open access book examines the challenges the Anthropocene presents to the
sustainable management of deltas, both the many threats as well as the opportunities. In the world's deltas the
Anthropocene is manifest in major land use change, the damming of rivers, the engineering of coasts and the growth of
some of the world's largest megacities; deltas are home to one in twelve of all people in the world. The book explores biophysical and social dynamics and makes clear adaptation choices and trade-offs that underpin policy and governance
processes, including visionary delta management plans. It details new analysis to illustrate these challenges, based on
three significant and contrasting deltas: the Ganges-Brahmaputra-Meghna, Mahanadi and Volta. This multi-disciplinary,
policy-orientated volume is strongly aligned to the United Nation's Sustainable Development Goals as delta populations
often experience extremes of poverty, gender and structural inequality, variable levels of health and well-being, while being
vulnerable to extreme and systematic climate change. Robert J Nicholls is Professor of Coastal Engineering within
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Engineering and Physical Sciences at the University of Southampton, UK. He has contributed to a wide range of influential
national and international publications including the IPCC Assessment Reports. W Neil Adger is Professor of Human
Geography at the University of Exeter, UK. His research examines demographic, political economy, public health and wellbeing aspects of the Anthropocene. Craig W Hutton is Professor of Sustainability Science within Geography and
Environment at the University of Southampton, UK. His research focuses on spatial analysis of vulnerability and the
incorporation of sustainable management, policy and governance into decision-making processes. Susan E Hanson is
Research Fellow within Engineering and Physical Sciences at the University of Southampton, UK. She specializes in coastal
vulnerability and management, particularly as a consequence of climate change.

Gun Island
Indonesia’s commitment to reducing land-based greenhouse gas emissions significantly includes the expansion of
conservation areas, but these developments are not free of conflicts. This book provides a comprehensive analysis of
agrarian conflicts in the context of the implementation of REDD+ (Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest
Degradation) and forest carbon offsetting in Indonesia, a country where deforestation is a major issue. The author analyzes
new kinds of transnational agrarian conflicts which have strong implications for global environmental justice in the REDD+
pilot province of Jambi on the island of Sumatra. The chapters cover: the rescaling of the governance of forests;
privatization of conservation; and the transnational dimensions of agrarian conflicts and peasants' resistance in the context
of REDD+. The book builds on an innovative conceptual approach linking political ecology, politics of scale and theories of
power. It fills an important knowledge and research gap by focusing on the socially differentiated impacts of REDD+ and
new forest carbon offsetting initiatives in Southeast Asia, providing a multi-scalar perspective. It is aimed at scholars in the
areas of political ecology, human geography, climate change mitigation, forest and natural resource management, as well
as environmental justice and agrarian studies.

Empire and Ecology in the Bengal Delta
This multidisciplinary work analyses challenges to sustainable development amidst rapidly changing climate in the world’s
largest delta – the Sundarbans. Empirical evidence unpacks grounded vulnerabilities and reveals their temporal socioeconomic impacts. A novel concept of ‘everyday disasters’ is proposed – supported by data and photographic evidence –
that contests institutional disaster definition. Then it uncovers how the geopolitics of ecological governance and its
hegemonic discourse dominate local policies, which in turn fail to address local socio-ecological concerns, adaptation needs
and development aspirations. Absence of local vocabularies, cognitive values and socio-cultural contexts along with
spatially constricted, exclusionary, top-down techno-science approaches further escalate knowledge-action gaps.
Page 7/17

File Type PDF The Bengal Delta Ecology State And Social Change 1840 1943 Cambridge Imperial And Post
Colonial Studies Series
Deconstruction of multiscalar conflicts between the global rhetoric and transformative postcolonial geographies offers an
ethical, Southern perspective of sustainability.

Cambridge Imperial and Post-colonial Studies Series
Journey along one of the world’s greatest rivers and catch a glimpse into the lives and cultures of the people who live along
its banks The Ganges flows through northern India and Bangladesh for more than 1,500 miles before emptying into the Bay
of Bengal. It is sacred to Hindus who worship Ganga, the river goddess. But it has also long been a magnet for foreigners,
some seeking to unravel its mysteries and others who have come in search of plunder. In On the Ganges, George Black,
who chronicled the exploration of the American West and the creation of Yellowstone National Park in Empire of Shadows,
takes readers on an extraordinary journey from the glaciers of the Himalayas to the sacred city of Varanasi to the “hundred
mouths” of the Ganges Delta. On the Ganges, parts of which originated from a New Yorker article published last year,
introduces us to a vivid and often eccentric cast of characters who worship the river, pollute it, and flock to it from all over
the world in search of enlightenment and adventure. Black encounters those who run the corrupt cremation business,
workers who eke out a living in squalid factories, religious fanatics, and Brits who continue to live as if the Raj had never
ended. By the end of his journey, Black has given us a memorable picture of the great river, with all its riddles and
contradictions, both sacred and profane, giving the last word to a man scavenging for the gifts left by pilgrims: "There are
good days and there are bad days. It all depends. Everything is in the hands of our mother, Ma Ganga."

Political Ecology of REDD+ in Indonesia
Most of the world’s population lives close to the coast and is highly dependent on coastal resources, which are being
exploited at unsustainable rates. These resources are being subject to further pressures associated with population
increase and the globalization of coastal resource demand. This is particularly so for the Asia-Pacific region which contains
almost two thirds of the world’s population and most of the world’s coastal megacities. The region has globally important
atmospheric and oceanic phenomena, which affect world climate such as the Asian Monsoon and the El-Niño Southern
Oscillation phenomena. The Asia-Pacific region also has highly significant marine diversity but over the last few decades,
coastal resources such as mangroves, coral reefs and fisheries have experienced large-scale depletion. The need to find
appropriate management solutions to these and other coastal issues is made more complex by the need to take account of
international scientific predictions for global climate change and sea-level rise which will further impact on these coasts.
The idea for this book arose from a meeting of coastal scientists in Kobe, Japan in May 2003. The meeting was organized by
the Asia-Pacific Network for Global Change Research (APN), an inter-governmental network, comprising 21 member
countries, for the promotion of global change research and links between science and policy making in the region.
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The State of the World's Land and Water Resources for Food and Agriculture
Large Rivers: Geomorphology and Management explores an important topic in geomorphology and sedimentology: the form
and function of major rivers. Our knowledge of the big rivers of the world is limited. It is currently difficult to recognise large
rivers of the past from relict sedimentary deposits or to structure management policies for long international rivers. This
exciting book brings together a set of papers on large rivers of the world, as a unique introduction to a demanding subject.
The book includes thirty chapters and is organised into three sections. The first part is on the environmental requirements
for creating and maintaining a major river system. The second is a collection of case studies on 14 large rivers from
different continents, covering a range of physical environments. The third section includes chapters on the measurement
and management of large rivers. First book to offer in a single volume state-of-the-art knowledge on management and
geomorphology of large rivers of the world A pioneering study, pushing the boundaries of our knowledge related to big
rivers Includes comprehensive case studies covering the major large rivers of the world including Amazon, Mississippi, Nile,
Congo, Indus, and Mekong Written by a leading team of distinguished, international contributors Large Rivers:
Geomorphology and Management is essential reading for postgraduate students and researchers in fluvial geomorphology,
hydrology, sedimentary geology, and river management. It is also of relevance to engineers and environmental consultants
in the private and public sectors working on major rivers of the world.

Diaspora and Identity
Anthropogeomorphology of Bhagirathi-Hooghly River System in India
Named a Best Book of Fall by Vulture, Chicago Review of Books and Amazon From the award-winning author of the
bestselling epic Ibis trilogy comes a globetrotting, folkloric adventure novel about family and heritage Bundook. Gun. A
common word, but one that turns Deen Datta’s world upside down. A dealer of rare books, Deen is used to a quiet life spent
indoors, but as his once-solid beliefs begin to shift, he is forced to set out on an extraordinary journey; one that takes him
from India to Los Angeles and Venice via a tangled route through the memories and experiences of those he meets along
the way. There is Piya, a fellow Bengali-American who sets his journey in motion; Tipu, an entrepreneurial young man who
opens Deen’s eyes to the realities of growing up in today’s world; Rafi, with his desperate attempt to help someone in need;
and Cinta, an old friend who provides the missing link in the story they are all a part of. It is a journey that will upend
everything he thought he knew about himself, about the Bengali legends of his childhood, and about the world around him.
Amitav Ghosh‘s Gun Island is a beautifully realized novel that effortlessly spans space and time. It is the story of a world on
the brink, of increasing displacement and unstoppable transition. But it is also a story of hope, of a man whose faith in the
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world and the future is restored by two remarkable women.

Geography Of Bangladesh
The Water Institute of the Gulf is a not-for-profit, independent research institute dedicated to advancing the understanding
of coastal, deltaic, river and water resource systems, both within the Gulf Coast and around the world. Their mission
supports the practical application of innovative science and engineering, providing solutions that benefit society. Those who
make policy for coastal and deltaic systems, as well as managers of natural resources, need high-quality science and
engineering to guide their decisions. The Water Institute of the Gulf began operations in 2012 to address exactly this sort of
challenge. Delta Waters offers advice to The Water Institute of the Gulf that it might use as part of its strategic planning
process. This report focuses on strategic research to support integrated water resources management in the lower
Mississippi River delta and includes international comparative assessments. The recommendations of Delta Waters promote
a human and environmental systems approach to scientific research that supports integrated water and environmental
resources management in the lower Mississippi River and delta, and offers ideas regarding comparative assessments with
other, relevant deltaic regions around the world. This report provides input for research into common deltaic problems and
challenges, identifies strategic research for The Water Institute of the Gulf, and suggests ways that the organization can
utilize knowledge gained from the lower Mississippi River and delta system in developing a research program to support
water management decisions in other large river/delta complexes.

The Bengal Diaspora
Greenhouse-induced climate warming increasingly appears to be a reality, and the warming climate will be accompanied by
an accelerated sea level rise - as much as 60-100 cm over the next century. What is commonly absent in the discussion of
rising sea level, however, is the role played by the subsidence of low-lying coastal areas, which can have a far greater local
effect than the eustatic rise of the sea. The combined sea-level rise and land subsidence will almost certainly make the
greatest impact on coastal societies in the densely populated regions of southern Asia, but its effects will be felt globally.
This volume explores the concepts of sea-level rise and coastal subsidence, both natural and anthropogenically accelerated,
in the form of a series of case studies in such diverse locations as Bangkok, Bangladesh, Venice, and the Niger and
Mississippi deltas, as well as a discussion of the economic, engineering and policy responses that must be considered if the
effects of local sea-level rise are to be mitigated.

Ecosystem Services for Well-Being in Deltas
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Groundbreaking analysis of how colonialism created new conceptual categories and spatial forms that reshaped rural
societies. This book examines how, over colonial times, the diverse practices and customs of an existing rural
universe—with its many forms of livelihood—were reshaped to create a new agrarian world of settled farming. While
focusing on Punjab, India, this pathbreaking analysis offers a broad argument about the workings of colonial power: the
fantasy of imperialism, it says, is to make the universe afresh. Such radical change, Neeladri Bhattacharya shows, is as
much conceptual as material. Agrarian colonization was a process of creating spaces that conformed to the demands of
colonial rule. It entailed establishing a regime of categories—tenancies, tenures, properties, habitations—and a framework
of laws that made the change possible. Agrarian colonization was in this sense a deep conquest. Colonialism, the book
suggests, has the power to revisualize and reorder social relations and bonds of community. It alters the world radically,
even when it seeks to preserve elements of the old. The changes it brings about are simultaneously cultural, discursive,
legal, linguistic, spatial, social, and economic. Moving from intent to action, concepts to practices, legal enactments to court
battles, official discourses to folklore, this book explores the conflicted and dialogic nature of a transformative process. By
analyzing this great conquest, and the often silent ways in which it unfolds, the book asks every historian to rethink the
practice of writing agrarian history and reflect on the larger issues of doing history. “The Great Agrarian Conquest is a
subtle and substantial work of scholarship. If there is one book Indians need to read to understand how colonialism actually
worked (or did not work), this is it.” — Ramachandra Guha, in The Wire, in praise of the Indian edition

Delta Waters
The State of the World's Land and Water Resources for Food and Agriculture is FAO's first flagship publication on the global
status of land and water resources. It is an 'advocacy' report, to be published every three to five years, and targeted at
senior level decision makers in agriculture as well as in other sectors. SOLAW is aimed at sensitizing its target audience on
the status of land resources at global and regional levels and FAO's viewpoint on appropriate recommendations for policy
formulation. SOLAW focuses on these key dimensions of analysis: (i) quantity, quality of land and water resources, (ii) the
rate of use and sustainable management of these resources in the context of relevant socio-economic driving factors and
concerns, including food security and poverty, and climate change. This is the first time that a global, baseline status report
on land and water resources has been made. It is based on several global spatial databases (e.g. land suitability for
agriculture, land use and management, land and water degradation and depletion) for which FAO is the world-recognized
data source. Topical and emerging issues on land and water are dealt with in an integrated rather than sectoral manner.
The implications of the status and trends are used to advocate remedial interventions which are tailored to major farming
systems within different geographic regions.

Empire and Ecology in the Bengal Delta
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India’s partition in 1947 and the creation of Bangladesh in 1971 saw the displacement and resettling of millions of Muslims
and Hindus, resulting in profound transformations across the region. A third of the region’s population sought shelter across
new borders, almost all of them resettling in the Bengal delta itself. A similar number were internally displaced, while others
moved to the Middle East, North America and Europe. Using a creative interdisciplinary approach combining historical,
sociological and anthropological approaches to migration and diaspora this book explores the experiences of Bengali
Muslim migrants through this period of upheaval and transformation. It draws on over 200 interviews conducted in Britain,
India, and Bangladesh, tracing migration and settlement within, and from, the Bengal delta region in the period after 1947.
Focussing on migration and diaspora ‘from below’, it teases out fascinating ‘hidden’ migrant stories, including those of
women, refugees, and displaced people. It reveals surprising similarities, and important differences, in the experience of
Muslim migrants in widely different contexts and places, whether in the towns and hamlets of Bengal delta, or in the cities
of Britain. Counter-posing accounts of the structures that frame migration with the textures of how migrants shape their
own movement, it examines what it means to make new homes in a context of diaspora. The book is also unique in its focus
on the experiences of those who stayed behind, and in its analysis of ruptures in the migration process. Importantly, the
book seeks to challenge crude attitudes to ‘Muslim’ migrants, which assume their cultural and religious homogeneity, and
to humanize contemporary discourses around global migration. This ground-breaking new research offers an essential
contribution to the field of South Asian Studies, Diaspora Studies, and Society and Culture Studies.

The Bengal Delta
This book focuses on Kolkata, formerly the colonial capital of and currently a major megacity in India, in terms of its
extensive blue infrastructures, i.e., its rivers, canals and wetlands as an integrated composite whole. It unfolds ways in
which this reclaimed urban space could determine, and in turn, could get determined by political fate, economic
calculations and social livelihoods across changing political-economic imperatives and with large-scale implications on
urban sustainability. Employing historical urban political ecology (HUPE) as the methodological framework by combining
urban environmental history and urban political ecology, the book studies the changing urban environmental equations
through several centuries, and its impact on the city and its people. Weaving the past, present and posterity of deltaic
Kolkata, the book demonstrates that it is in these ‘blue infrastructures’ that the anecdote of origin, the account of
functioning and the apprehension of survival of the city is rooted. By emphasizing the ecology ‘of’ cities instead of ecology
‘in’ cities approach, the book exposes the limitations of contemporary ecological restructuring efforts regarding Indian
cities. Further, it offers a blueprint for future innovative and empirical research focusing on other major cities. Accordingly,
this topical and original book will be of interest to students and researchers of environmental humanities, political ecology
and urban studies.
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Forest of Tigers
The Bhagirathi-Hooghly Basin in India is one of the most densely populated regions in the world and is undergoing rapid
transformation of its natural landscape induced by human interventions, such as mushrooming of dams and barrages,
deforestation, and urbanization. Human activities and interventions on basin landforms and the processes that shape those
landforms have accelerated at an alarming rate. This book uses spatio-temporal analysis to understand the major
anthropogenic signatures on land use and land cover changes and the impact these activities have on the landforms and
processes of the Bhagirathi-Hooghly River and its sub-basins. It answers the what, where, why, and how of the
anthropogenic signatures involved. Recent case studies on the impact of anthropogenic signatures on fluvial forms and
processes make this book a useful resource for students and researchers in the earth sciences, local governments, urban
planners, and all concerned with rural developments. Features: Explores for the first time the new concept of
anthropogeomorphology for the river basin—an emerging field Analyses the impact of anthropogenic activities, especially
the construction of dams and reservoirs, and urbanization on major fluvial landscapes using advanced geospatial modelling
techniques Investigates human interference in river systems, their effects on the dynamics of the river, and the livelihoods
of the people residing along the river Addresses issues related to geology, geomorphology, geography, planning, land use,
and land management areas Fills the need for data-driven governance and policy decisions for the future of urban-industrial
growth in India.

The Ganges Water Diversion: Environmental Effects and Implications
This book deals with environmental effects on both sides of the border between Bangladesh and India caused by the
Ganges water diversion. This issue came to my attention in early 1976 when news media in Bangladesh and overseas,
began publications of articles on the unilateral withdrawal of a huge quantity of water from the Ganges River through the
commissioning of the Farakka Barrage in India. I first pursued the subject professionally in 1984 while working as a
contributor for Bangladesh Today, Holiday and New Nation. During the next two decades, I followed the protracted hydropolitical negotiations between the riparian countries in the Ganges basin, and I traveled extensively to observe the
environmental and ecological changes in Bangladesh as well as India that occurred due to the water diversion. The Ganges,
one of the longest rivers of the world originates at the Gangotri glacier in the Himalayas and flows across the plains of North
India. Eventually the river splits into two main branches and empties into the Bay of Bengal. The conflict of diversion and
sharing of the Ganges water arose in the middle of the last century when the government of India decided to implement a
barrage at Farakka to resolve a navigation problem at the Kolkata Port.

Cultivating the Colonies
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A ten-year photographic journey along the river Ganges documenting the effects of pollution, industrialisation and climate
change.

An Imperial Disaster
Sea-Level Rise and Coastal Subsidence: Causes, Consequences, and Strategies
Large Rivers
What happens when a distant colonial power tries to tame an unfamiliar terrain in the world's largest tidal delta? This
history of dramatic ecological changes in the Bengal Delta from 1760 to 1920 involves land, water and humans, tracing the
stories and struggles that link them together. Pushing beyond narratives of environmental decline, Bhattacharyya argues
that 'property-thinking', a governing tool critical in making land and water discrete categories of bureaucratic and legal
management, was at the heart of colonial urbanization and the technologies behind the draining of Calcutta. The story of
ecological change is narrated alongside emergent practices of land speculation and transformation in colonial law.
Bhattacharyya demonstrates how this history continues to shape our built environments with devastating consequences, as
shown in the Bay of Bengal's receding coastline.

Dancing with the River
The proposed monograph on 'Geomorphological Landscapes of India' will aim to describe and explain in simple words the
geomorphological characteristics and the origin of the above-mentioned landforms and landscapes. The proposed
monograph will provide the background information about the geology, climate and tectonic framework of the Indian
region, as well as cover Indian climates of the present and the past. It will mainly cover the four main morphotectonic
regions of India and about 15-20 distinct landforms of the Indian region as well as the major geomorphosites in India.

A History of Bangladesh
For centuries the Bay of Bengal served as a maritime highway between India and China, and as a battleground for European
empires, while being shaped by monsoons and human migration. Integrating environmental history and mining a wealth of
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sources, Sunil S. Amrith offers insights to the many challenges facing Asia in the decades ahead.

History of Pakistan
The storm came on the night of 31 October. It was a full moon, and the tides were at their peak; the great rivers of eastern
Bengal were full of monsoon rain. In the early hours the inhabitants of the coast and islands were overtaken by an immense
wave from the Bay of Bengal -- a wall of water that reached a height of 40 feet in some places. The wave swept away
everything in its path, drowning around 215,000 people. At least another 100,000 died in the cholera epidemic and famine
that followed. It was the worst calamity of its kind in recorded history. Such events are often described as "natural
disasters." Kingsbury turns that interpretation on its head, showing that the cyclone of 1876 was not simply a "natural"
event, but one shaped by all-too-human patterns of exploitation and inequality -- by divisions within Bengali society, and
the enormous disparities of political and economic power that characterized British rule on the subcontinent. With
Bangladesh facing rising sea levels and stronger, more frequent storms, there is every reason to revisit this terrible
calamity. An Imperial Disaster is troubling but essential reading: history for an age of climate change.

Ganga Ma
In its struggle for independence, Bangladesh became the focal point of world attention in the early 1970s. It emerged
victorious, but its development was hindered by the after-effects of the war—the destruction of much of its infrastructure,
problems of governmental change, and the enormous difficulties faced by government and aid officials in assembling a data
base for long-range planning. Professor Rashid's book—the first major comprehensive geographic inventory of
Bangladesh—provides the key elements for such a base. Emphasizing the rural and agricultural characteristics of the
country, it also covers in depth its physiography, hydrography, climate, soils, land utilization, migration and settlement
patterns, transportation infrastructure, and human and natural resources.

Sustainability Conflicts in Coastal India
The Great Agrarian Conquest
This study traces the emergence and dissemination of Aryanism within the British Empire. The idea of an Aryan race
became an important feature of imperial culture in the nineteenth century, feeding into debates in Britain, Ireland, India,
and the Pacific. The global reach of the Aryan idea reflected the complex networks that enabled the global reach of British
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Imperialism. Tony Ballantyne charts the shifting meanings of Aryanism within these 'webs' of Empire.
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