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Everyday Life in the Muslim Middle East
When women took to the streets during the mass
protests of the Arab Spring, the subject of feminism in
the Middle East and North Africa returned to the
international spotlight. In the subsequent years,
countless commentators treated the region’s gender
inequality as a consequence of fundamentally cultural
or religious problems. In so doing, they overlooked
the specifically political nature of these women’s
activism. Moving beyond such culturalist accounts,
this book turns to the relations of power in regional
and international politics to understand women’s
struggles for their rights. Based on over a hundred
extensive personal narratives from women of
different generations in Egypt, Jordan, and Lebanon,
Nicola Pratt traces women’s activism from national
independence through to the Arab uprisings, arguing
that activist women are critical geopolitical actors.
Weaving together these personal accounts with the
ongoing legacies of colonialism, Embodying
Geopolitics demonstrates how the production and
regulation of gender is integrally bound up with the
exercise and organization of geopolitical power, with
consequences for women’s activism and its effects.

Between the Middle East and the
Americas
How did the medieval Middle East transform from a
majority-Christian world to a majority-Muslim world,
and what role did violence play in this process?
Christian Martyrs under Islam explains how Christians
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across the early Islamic caliphate slowly converted to
the faith of the Arab conquerors and how small
groups of individuals rejected this faith through
dramatic acts of resistance, including apostasy and
blasphemy. Using previously untapped sources in a
range of Middle Eastern languages, Christian Sahner
introduces an unknown group of martyrs who were
executed at the hands of Muslim officials between the
seventh and ninth centuries CE. Found in places as
diverse as Syria, Spain, Egypt, and Armenia, they
include an alleged descendant of Muhammad who
converted to Christianity, high-ranking Christian
secretaries of the Muslim state who viciously insulted
the Prophet, and the children of mixed marriages
between Muslims and Christians. Sahner argues that
Christians never experienced systematic persecution
under the early caliphs, and indeed, they remained
the largest portion of the population in the greater
Middle East for centuries after the Arab conquest.
Still, episodes of ferocious violence contributed to the
spread of Islam within Christian societies, and
memories of this bloodshed played a key role in
shaping Christian identity in the new Islamic empire.
Christian Martyrs under Islam examines how violence
against Christians ended the age of porous religious
boundaries and laid the foundations for more
antagonistic Muslim-Christian relations in the
centuries to come.

The Digital Humanities and Islamic &
Middle East Studies
Over the past few decades, humanistic inquiry has
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been problematized and invigorated by the
emergence of what is referred to as the digital
humanities. Across multiple disciplines, from history
to literature, religious studies to philosophy,
archaeology to music, scholars are tapping the
extraordinary power of digital technologies to
preserve, curate, analyze, visualize, and reconstruct
their research objects. The study of the Middle East
and the broader Islamic world has been no less
impacted by this new paradigm. Scholars are making
daily use of digital tools and repositories including
private and state-sponsored archives of textual
sources, digitized manuscript collections,
densitometrical imaging, visualization and modeling
software, and various forms of data mining and
analysis. This collection of essays explores the state
of the art in digital scholarship pertaining to Islamic &
Middle Eastern studies, addressing areas such as
digitization, visualization, text mining, databases,
mapping, and e-publication. It is of relevance to any
researcher interested in the opportunities and
challenges engendered by this changing scholarly
ecosystem.

In a Pure Muslim Land
The dawn of the Cold War marked a new stage of
complex U.S. foreign policy involvement in the Middle
East. More recently, globalization and the region’s
ongoing conflicts and political violence have led to the
U.S. being more politically, economically, and
militarily enmeshed – for better or worse—throughout
the region. This book examines the emergence and
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development of U.S. foreign policy toward the Middle
East from the early 1900s to the present. With
contributions from some of the world’s leading
scholars, it takes a fresh, interdisciplinary, and
insightful look into the many antecedents that led to
current U.S. foreign policy. Exploring the historical
challenges, regional alliances, rapid political change,
economic interests, domestic politics, and other
sources of regional instability, this volume comprises
critical analysis from Iranian, Turkish, Israeli,
American, and Arab perspectives to provide a
comprehensive examination of the evolution and
transformation of U.S. foreign policy toward the
Middle East. This volume is an important resource for
scholars and students working in the fields of Political
Science, Sociology, International Relations, Islamic,
Turkish, Iranian, Arab, and Israeli Studies.

The Pre-Islamic Middle East
Examining globalization in the Middle East, this book
provides a much needed assessment of the impact of
globalization in the ‘greater’ Middle East, including
North Africa, in the context of the powerful
geopolitical forces at work in shaping the region
today. Written by a well-known authority in this area,
this book demonstrates that, unlike in other regions,
such as East Asia, geopolitics has been a critical
factor in driving globalization in the Middle East. The
author argues that whereas elsewhere globalisation
has opened up the economy, society, culture and
attitudes to the environment; in the Middle East it has
had the opposite effect, with poor state formation,
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little interregional trade, foreign and interregional
investment, and reassertion of traditional identities.
This book explores the impact of globalization on the
polities, economies and social environment of the
greater Middle East, in the context of the region’s
position as the central site of global geopolitical
competition at the start of the twenty-first century.

The History of the Book in the Middle
East
Some of the most pressing questions in the Middle
East and North Africa today revolve around the proper
place of Islamic institutions and authorities in
governance and political affairs. Drawing on data from
42 surveys carried out in fifteen countries between
1988 and 2011, representing the opinions of more
than 60,000 men and women, this study investigates
the reasons that some individuals support a central
role for Islam in government while others favor a
separation of religion and politics. Utilizing his newly
constructed Carnegie Middle East Governance and
Islam Dataset, which has been placed in the public
domain for use by other researchers, Mark Tessler
formulates and tests hypotheses about the views held
by ordinary citizens, offering insights into the
individual and country-level factors that shape
attitudes toward political Islam.

Encyclopedia of Women and Islamic
Cultures
A revised and updated edition of a popular and widely
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Ranks of the Divine Seekers
Opposing a binary perspective that consolidates
ethnicity, religion, and nationalism into separate
spheres, this book demonstrates that neither
nationalism nor religion can be studied in isolation in
the Middle East. Religious interpretation, like other
systems of meaning-production, is affected by its
historical and political contexts, and the processes of
interpretation and religious translation bleed into the
institutional discourses and processes of nationbuilding. This book calls into question the
foundational epistemologies of the nation-state by
centering on the pivotal and intimate role Islam
played in the emergence of the nation-state, showing
the entanglements and reciprocities of nationalism
and religious thought as they played out in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth century Middle East.

Islam and Competing Nationalisms in the
Middle East, 1876-1926
Written by a pioneer in the field of Middle Eastern
women's history, Women in the Middle East is a
concise, comprehensive, and authoritative history of
the lives of the region's women since the rise of Islam.
Nikki Keddie shows why hostile or apologetic
responses are completely inadequate to the diversity
and richness of the lives of Middle Eastern women,
and she provides a unique overview of their past and
rapidly changing present. The book also includes a
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brief autobiography that recounts Keddie's political
activism as one of the first women in Middle East
Studies. Positioning women within their individual
economic situations, identities, families, and
geographies, Women in the Middle East examines the
experiences of women in the Ottoman Empire and
Turkey, in Iran, and in all the Arab countries. Keddie
discusses the interaction of a changing Islam with
political, cultural, and socioeconomic developments.
In doing so, she shows that, like other major religions,
Islam incorporated ideas and practices of male
superiority but also provoked challenges to them.
Keddie breaks with notions of Middle Eastern women
as faceless victims, and assesses their involvement in
the rise of modern nationalist, socialist, and Islamist
movements. While acknowledging that conservative
trends are strong, she notes that there have been
significant improvements in Middle Eastern women's
suffrage, education, marital choice, and health.

The Making of the Medieval Middle East
Across centuries, the Islamic Middle East hosted large
populations of Christians and Jews in addition to
Muslims. Today, this diversity is mostly absent. In this
book, Heather J. Sharkey examines the history that
Muslims, Christians, and Jews once shared against the
shifting backdrop of state policies. Focusing on the
Ottoman Middle East before World War I, Sharkey
offers a vivid and lively analysis of everyday social
contacts, dress, music, food, bathing, and more, as
they brought people together or pushed them apart.
Historically, Islamic traditions of statecraft and law,
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which the Ottoman Empire maintained and adapted,
treated Christians and Jews as protected subordinates
to Muslims while prescribing limits to social mixing.
Sharkey shows how, amid the pivotal changes of the
modern era, efforts to simultaneously preserve and
dismantle these hierarchies heightened tensions
along religious lines and set the stage for the
twentieth-century Middle East.

Islam and Democracy in the Middle East
How have Muslim marriages legally ended around the
turn of the 21st century? Who has the power to
initiate and resist shari‘a derived divorce? When are
husbands and wives made to bear the costs of their
marital breakdown? What does divorce law indicate
about the development of gender regimes in the
Middle East and North Africa? This book opens with a
description of the historical development of Islamic
divorce in the MENA. Subsequent chapters follow a
Syrian male judge, a Moroccan female legal advice
worker and a Libyan female judge as they deal with
divorce cases in which husbands, wives, their
relatives and lawyers debate gender roles in
contemporary Muslim marriages. MENA ‘state
feminism’ has increasingly equalized men’s and
women’s access to divorce and encouraged
discussions about how spouses should treat each
other in marriage. The real life outcomes of these
reforms have often been surprising. Moreover, as the
last chapter explores, jihadi proto-states (such as
Islamic State) have violently rejected state feminist
divorce law reform. This accessible book will appeal to
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students, researchers and a general readership
interested in Islamic law; Middle Eastern studies;
gender and sexuality; and, legal and social
anthropology.

Islam and Revolution in the Middle East
The Modern Middle East is a themed collection of
translated sources covering official and private
archives, the periodical press, memoirs, western
journalists' and travellers' accounts, literature, and
official reports. Each document is presented and put
in its historical context by an expert, providing a
highly useful resource for the study of the Middle East
from 1700 to the present day.

A History of Muslims, Christians, and
Jews in the Middle East
Family, Law and Politics, Volume II of the
Encyclopedia of Women & Islamic Cultures, brings
together over 360 entries on women, family, law,
politics, and Islamic cultures around the world.

Race and Slavery in the Middle East
The Kizilbash were at once key players in and the
foremost victims of the Ottoman-Safavid conflict that
defined the early modern Middle East. Today referred
to as Alevis, they constitute the second largest faith
community in modern Turkey, with smaller pockets of
related groups in the Balkans. Yet several aspects of
their history remain little understood or explored. This
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first comprehensive socio-political history of the
Kizilbash/Alevi communities uses a recently surfaced
corpus of sources generated within their milieu. It
offers fresh answers to many questions concerning
their origins and evolution from a revolutionary
movement to an inward-looking religious order.

Islam and Politics in the Middle East
Between the Middle East and the Americas: The
Cultural Politics of Diaspora traces the production and
circulation of discourses about "the Middle East"
across various cultural sites, against the historical
backdrop of cross-Atlantic Mahjar flows. The book
highlights the fraught and ambivalent situation of
Arabs/Muslims in the Americas, where they are at
once celebrated and demonized, integrated and
marginalized, simultaneously invisible and
spectacularly visible. The essays cover such themes
as Arab hip-hop's transnational imaginary;
gender/sexuality and the Muslim digital diaspora;
patriotic drama and the media's War on Terror; the
global negotiation of the Prophet Mohammad
cartoons controversy; the Latin American paradoxes
of Turcophobia/Turcophilia; the ambiguities of the
bellydancing fad; French and American
commodification of Rumi spirituality; the reception of
Iranian memoirs as cultural domestication; and the
politics of translation of Turkish novels into English.
Taken together, the essays analyze the hegemonic
discourses that position "the Middle East" as a
consumable exoticized object, while also developing
complex understandings of self-representation in
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literature, cinema/TV, music, performance, visual
culture, and digital spaces. Charting the shifting
significations of differing and overlapping forms of
Orientalism, the volume addresses Middle Eastern
diasporic practices from a transnational perspective
that brings postcolonial cultural studies methods to
bear on Arab American studies, Middle Eastern
studies, and Latin American studies. Between the
Middle East and the Americas disentangles the
conventional separation of regions, moving beyond
the binarist notion of "here" and "there" to
imaginatively reveal the thorough interconnectedness
of cultural geographies.

The Rule of Law in the Middle East and
the Islamic World
" this volume is a highly valuable contribution to our
understanding of the relation between democracy and
peace in the Middle East, as well as in international
politics in general. this book will continue to be of
value and interest for some time to come." —The
Historian "This book is a useful collection of essays on
Middle East politics and international relations
presented in a reader-friendly interdisciplinary
fashion." —Israel Studies Bulletin " this is an
important collection of challenging papers." —Studies
in Contemporary Jewry " one of the first books that
specifically focuses on the possible links between
democracy and peace in the region. It is entertaining
and highly useful." —MESA Bulletin What are the
prospects for continued movement toward democracy
in the Arab world, and what form is democracy likely
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to take? What impact will democratization have on
war and peace in the Middle East? Scholars explore
these issues in this timely book.

Muslims and Crusaders
This book provides first-hand, solid information about
who Arabs are, how they interact within Arab society,
their mores, customs, habits, cultural obligations, and
taboos. This is a must-read for Americans in the postSeptember 11 era to understand Arab perceptions of
Americans, what they find positive and admirable
about the West, and what they find offensive and
unacceptable.

Origin and Development of Islamic Law
This selection of papers by scholarly specialists offers
an introduction to the history of the book and book
culture in West Asia and North Africa from antiquity to
the 20th century. The flourishing and long-lived
manuscript tradition is discussed in its various
aspects - social and economic as well as technical and
aesthetic. The very early but abortive introduction of
printing - long before Gutenberg - and the eventual,
belated acceptance of the printed book and the
development of print culture are explored in further
groups of papers. Cultural, aesthetic, technological,
religious, social, political and economic factors are all
considered throughout the volume. Although the
articles reflect the predominance in the area of
Muslim books - Arabic, Persian and Turkish - the
Hebrew, Syriac and Armenian contributions are also
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discussed. The editor’s introduction provides a survey
of the field from the origins of writing to the modern
literary and intellectual revivals.

The Middle East
The essays and case studies collected here—featuring
some of the best material from Middle East Report
over the past decade as well as much original
material—challenge the facile generalizations about
what Western media and political establishments
usually call "Islamic fundamentalism." The authors
demonstrate the complexity of these movements and
offer complementary and contrasting interpretations
of their origins and significance. The material included
covers a broad range of themes—including
democracy and civil society, gender relations and
popular culture—as they have emerged in countries
throughout the Middle East and North Africa.

Globalization and Geopolitics in the
Middle East
“The many facets of Middle Eastern history and
politics are admirably represented in this far-ranging
anthology” (Publishers Weekly). In this insightful
anthology, historians Marvin E. Gettleman and Stuart
Schaar have assembled a broad selection of
documents and contemporary scholarship to give a
view of the history of the peoples from the core
Islamic lands, from the Golden Age of Islam to today.
With carefully framed essays beginning each chapter
and brief introductory notes accompanying over
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seventy readings, the anthology reveals the
multifaceted societies and political systems of the
Islamic world. Selections range from theological texts
illuminating the differences between Shiite and Sunni
Muslims, to diplomatic exchanges and state papers,
to memoirs and literary works, to manifestos of
Islamic radicals. This newly revised and expanded
edition covers the dramatic changes in the region
since 2005, and the popular uprisings that swept from
Tunisia in January 2011 through Egypt, Libya, and
beyond. The Middle East and Islamic World Reader is
a fascinating historical survey of complex societies
that—now more than ever—are crucial for us to
understand. “Ambitious . . . A timely work, it focuses
mainly on sociopolitical texts dating from the rise of
Islam to the debates concerning U.S. foreign policy in
the post-9/11 world.” —Choice

Christian Martyrs Under Islam
Examines the political history of the Middle East from
antiquity to the Arab conquest.

Political Islam
From the time of Moses up to the 1960s, slavery was
a fact of life in the Middle East. But if the Middle East
was the last region to renounce slavery, how do we
account for its -- and especially Islam's -- image of
racial harmony? This book explores these questions.
The research presented in this book was first
undertaken as part of a group project on tolerance
and intolerance in human societies. The group project
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was never completed but the material gathered for
the project on Islam stimulated the book's study of
race and slavery in the Middle East, a subject that
appears to have so far encouraged scant study. -Publisher description.

The Long Divergence
Thirty articles reprinted from issues of the Journal of
Democracy investigate why the Middle East is the
only region of the world to have been largely
untouched by the third wave of global
democratizations since 1974. Political scientists, most
from or working in western countries, look at such
aspects as the decline of pluralism in Mubarak's
Egypt, Iran's remarkable election, and the sources of
enlightened Muslim thought. Annotation ♭2004 Book
News, Inc., Portland, OR (booknews.com).

The Modern Middle East
In The War on Error, historian and political analyst
Martin Kramer presents a series of case studies, some
based on pathfinding research and others on
provocative analysis, that correct misinformation
clouding the public’s understanding of the Middle
East. He also offers a forensic exploration of how
misinformation arises and becomes “fact.” The book
is divided into five themes: Orientalism and Middle
Eastern studies, a prime casualty of the culture wars;
Islamism, massively misrepresented by apologists;
Arab politics, a generator of disappointing surprises;
Israeli history, manipulated by reckless revisionists;
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and American Jews and Israel, the subject of irrational
fantasies. Kramer shows how error permeates the
debate over each of these themes, creating distorted
images that cause policy failures. Kramer approaches
questions in the spirit of a relentless fact-checker. Did
Israeli troops massacre Palestinian Arabs in Lydda in
July 1948? Was the bestseller Exodus hatched by an
advertising executive? Did Martin Luther King, Jr.,
describe anti-Zionism as antisemitism? Did a major
post-9/11 documentary film deliberately distort the
history of Islam? Did Israel push the United States into
the Iraq War? Kramer also questions paradigms—the
“Arab Spring,” the map of the Middle East, and
linkage. Along the way, he amasses new evidence,
exposes carelessness, and provides definitive
answers.

Beyond Islam
The Origin and Development of Islamic Law. A
committee from The Middle East Institute, led by
George Camp Keiser, Chairman of the Board of
Governors, enlisted outstanding authorities on Middle
East law to contribute chapters on specific topics.
Includes an extensive glossary of Islamic legal terms.
With a foreword by Robert H. Jackson (Associate
Justice, Supreme Court of the United States). Majid
Khadduri [1909-2007] was a Professor of Middle East
Studies at the School of Advanced International
Studies of The Johns Hopkins University and Director
of Research and Education at the Middle East Institute
in Washington, D. C. He was the author of several
books in English and Arabic on Middle Eastern affairs,
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including War and Peace in the Law of Islam.Herbert J.
Liebesny [1911-1985] was a member of the Advisory
Board of the Middle East Journal and author of The
Government of French North Africa and Foreign Legal
Systems: A Comparative Analysis.

Islam, the Middle East, and the New
Global Hegemony
For centuries following the spread of Islam, the Middle
East was far ahead of Europe. Yet, the modern
economy was born in Europe. Why was it not born in
the Middle East? In this book Jared Rubin examines
the role that Islam played in this reversal of fortunes.
It argues that the religion itself is not to blame; the
importance of religious legitimacy in Middle Eastern
politics was the primary culprit. Muslim religious
authorities were given an important seat at the
political bargaining table, which they used to block
important advancements such as the printing press
and lending at interest. In Europe, however, the
Church played a weaker role in legitimizing rule,
especially where Protestantism spread (indeed, the
Reformation was successful due to the spread of
printing, which was blocked in the Middle East). It was
precisely in those Protestant nations, especially
England and the Dutch Republic, where the modern
economy was born.

The Cultural Heritage of Arabs, Islam,
and the Middle East
Analyzes the role of Islam in Middle Eastern society
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and politics, addresses the differences between the
Sunni and Shi'i sects, and discusses why an "Islamic
revolution" occurred only in Iran

Islam and Secularism in the Middle East
Muslims and Crusaders combines chronological
narrative, discussion of important areas of scholarly
enquiry and evidence from Islamic primary sources to
give a well-rounded survey of Christianity’s wars in
the Middle East, 1095–1382. Revised, expanded and
updated to take account of the most recent
scholarship, this second edition enables readers to
achieve a broader and more complete perspective on
the crusading period by presenting the crusades from
the viewpoints of those against whom they were
waged, the Muslim peoples of the Levant. The book
introduces the reader to the most significant issues
that affected Muslim responses to the European
crusaders and their descendants who would go on to
live in the Latin Christian states that were created in
the region. It considers not only the military
encounters between Muslims and crusaders, but also
the personal, political, diplomatic, and trade
interactions that took place between the Muslims and
Franks away from the battlefield. Engaging with a
wide range of translated primary source documents,
including chronicles, dynastic histories, religious and
legal texts, and poetry, Muslims and Crusaders is
ideal for students and historians of the crusades.

Women in the Middle East
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Centering Pakistan in a story of transnational Islam
stretching from South Asia to the Middle East, Simon
Wolfgang Fuchs offers the first in-depth ethnographic
history of the intellectual production of Shi'is and their
religious competitors in this "Land of the Pure." The
notion of Pakistan as the pinnacle of modern global
Muslim aspiration forms a crucial component of this
story. It has empowered Shi'is, who form about
twenty percent of the country's population, to
advance alternative conceptions of their religious
hierarchy while claiming the support of towering
grand ayatollahs in Iran and Iraq. Fuchs shows how
popular Pakistani preachers and scholars have boldly
tapped into the esoteric potential of Shi'ism,
occupying a creative and at times disruptive role as
brokers, translators, and self-confident pioneers of
contemporary Islamic thought. They have indigenized
the Iranian Revolution and formulated their own ideas
for fulfilling the original promise of Pakistan.
Challenging typical views of Pakistan as a mere Shi'i
backwater, Fuchs argues that its complex religious
landscape represents how a local, South Asian Islam
may open up space for new intellectual contributions
to global Islam. Yet religious ideology has also turned
Pakistan into a deadly battlefield: sectarian groups
since the 1980s have been bent on excluding Shi'is as
harmful to their own vision of an exemplary Islamic
state.

Muslim Divorce in the Middle East
A popular history of the Middle East traces the rise
and spread of Islam throughout this volatile region,
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the impact of Western ideas and technology, and
Islamic fundamentalism and its struggle to control the
spread of Western thought. 15,000 first printing.

The War on Error
Slavery, recognized and regulated by Islamic law, was
an integral part of Muslim societies in the Middle East
well into modern times. Recruited from the "Abode of
War" by means of trade or warfare, slaves began their
lives in the Islamic world as deracinated outsiders,
described by Muslim jurists as being in a state like
death, awaiting resurrection and rebirth through
manumission. Many of these slaves were manumitted
and some rose to prominence as soldiers and political
leaders. Others were not so fortunate. Slaves of
African origin, in particular, were often condemned to
lives of menial labor. Despite the importance of
slavery in Islamic history, this institution has received
scant attention from scholars. This volume examines
the institution of slavery in Islam in a range of cultural
settings.

The Kizilbash-Alevis in Ottoman Anatolia
In Islamic Exceptionalism, Brookings Institution
scholar and acclaimed author Shadi Hamid offers a
novel and provocative argument on how Islam is, in
fact, "exceptional" in how it relates to politics, with
profound implications for how we understand the
future of the Middle East. Divides among citizens
aren't just about power but are products of
fundamental disagreements over the very nature and
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purpose of the modern nation state—and the vexing
problem of religion’s role in public life. Hamid argues
for a new understanding of how Islam and Islamism
shape politics by examining different models of
reckoning with the problem of religion and state,
including the terrifying—and alarmingly
successful—example of ISIS. With unprecedented
access to Islamist activists and leaders across the
region, Hamid offers a panoramic and ambitious
interpretation of the region's descent into violence.
Islamic Exceptionalism is a vital contribution to our
understanding of Islam's past and present, and its
outsized role in modern politics. We don't have to like
it, but we have to understand it—because Islam, as a
religion and as an idea, will continue to be a force that
shapes not just the region, but the West as well in the
decades to come.

Slavery in the Islamic Middle East
Since the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
much attention has been focused on an international
standard on human rights applicable to all cultures.
But is this standard observed by Middle Eastern and
Islamic governments and enforced by their
judiciaries? In this country-by-country survey, a range
of distinguished scholars, practitioners and judges
explore how the concepts of ""the Rule of Law"" and
""Human Rights"" are being debated and applied in
the Middle East.

Black Wave
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This is an unabridged, annotated, English-Arabic faceto-face translation of the great Damascene savant
and saint Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyya’s (d. 751/1350)
masterpiece, Madārij al-Sālikīn by Ovamir Anjum. This
work on Islamic psychology aimed to rejuvenate
Sufism’s Qurʾanic foundations.

Rulers, Religion, and Riches
A New York Times Notable Books of 2020 “[A]
sweeping and authoritative history" (The New York
Times Book Review), Black Wave is an unprecedented
and ambitious examination of how the modern Middle
East unraveled and why it started with the pivotal
year of 1979. Kim Ghattas seamlessly weaves
together history, geopolitics, and culture to deliver a
gripping read of the largely unexplored story of the
rivalry between between Saudi Arabia and Iran, born
from the sparks of the 1979 Iranian revolution and
fueled by American policy. With vivid story-telling,
extensive historical research and on-the-ground
reporting, Ghattas dispels accepted truths about a
region she calls home. She explores how Sunni Saudi
Arabia and Shia Iran, once allies and twin pillars of US
strategy in the region, became mortal enemies after
1979. She shows how they used and distorted religion
in a competition that went well beyond geopolitics.
Feeding intolerance, suppressing cultural expression,
and encouraging sectarian violence from Egypt to
Pakistan, the war for cultural supremacy led to Iran’s
fatwa against author Salman Rushdie, the
assassination of countless intellectuals, the birth of
groups like Hezbollah in Lebanon, the September 11th
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terrorist attacks, and the rise of ISIS. Ghattas
introduces us to a riveting cast of characters whose
lives were upended by the geopolitical drama over
four decades: from the Pakistani television anchor
who defied her country’s dictator, to the Egyptian
novelist thrown in jail for indecent writings all the way
to the murder of journalist Jamal Khashoggi in the
Saudi consulate in Istanbul in 2018. Black Wave is
both an intimate and sweeping history of the region
and will significantly alter perceptions of the Middle
East.

Islamic Exceptionalism
Investigating how Muslim societies in the Middle East
are being affected by globalised politics and
economics, Murden focuses on the encounter
between the Islamic vision of society and the Western
vision of economic liberation and individual choice.

The Middle East and Islamic World
Reader
A bold new religious history of the late antique and
medieval Middle East that places ordinary Christians
at the center of the story In the second half of the first
millennium CE, the Christian Middle East fractured
irreparably into competing churches and Arabs
conquered the region, setting in motion a process
that would lead to its eventual conversion to Islam.
Jack Tannous argues that key to understanding these
dramatic religious transformations are ordinary
religious believers, often called “the simple” in late
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antique and medieval sources. Largely agrarian and
illiterate, these Christians outnumbered Muslims well
into the era of the Crusades, and yet they have
typically been invisible in our understanding of the
Middle East’s history. What did it mean for Christian
communities to break apart over theological
disagreements that most people could not
understand? How does our view of the rise of Islam
change if we take seriously the fact that Muslims
remained a demographic minority for much of the
Middle Ages? In addressing these and other
questions, Tannous provides a sweeping
reinterpretation of the religious history of the
medieval Middle East. This provocative book draws on
a wealth of Greek, Syriac, and Arabic sources to
recast these conquered lands as largely Christian
ones whose growing Muslim populations are properly
understood as converting away from and in
competition with the non-Muslim communities around
them.

Embodying Geopolitics
Western civilization tends to view secularism as a
positive achievement. From this perspective, benefits
of secularizing trends include the separation of church
and state, the rule of law, and freedom from
organized religion. In the Arab Middle East, however,
Islamist intellectuals increasingly cite Westerninspired secularism as the source of the region's
social dislocation and political instability. While
secularism in the West led to the spread of
democratic values, in the Muslim world it has been
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associated with dictatorship, the violation of human
rights, and the abrogation of civil liberties. Islam and
Secularism in the Middle East examines the origins
and growth of the movement to abolish the
secularizing reforms of the past century by creating a
political order guided by Shariah law. Contributors
explain the Islamic rejection of secularism as a failed
Western Christian ideal and also discuss how
secularization was pioneered by those who thought
Muslims could only advance politically by emulating
Western practices, including the renunciation of
religion.

US Foreign Policy in the Middle East
In the year 1000, the economy of the Middle East was
at least as advanced as that of Europe. But by 1800,
the region had fallen dramatically behind--in living
standards, technology, and economic institutions. In
short, the Middle East had failed to modernize
economically as the West surged ahead. What caused
this long divergence? And why does the Middle East
remain drastically underdeveloped compared to the
West? In The Long Divergence, one of the world's
leading experts on Islamic economic institutions and
the economy of the Middle East provides a new
answer to these long-debated questions. Timur Kuran
argues that what slowed the economic development
of the Middle East was not colonialism or geography,
still less Muslim attitudes or some incompatibility
between Islam and capitalism. Rather, starting around
the tenth century, Islamic legal institutions, which had
benefitted the Middle Eastern economy in the early
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centuries of Islam, began to act as a drag on
development by slowing or blocking the emergence of
central features of modern economic life--including
private capital accumulation, corporations, large-scale
production, and impersonal exchange. By the
nineteenth century, modern economic institutions
began to be transplanted to the Middle East, but its
economy has not caught up. And there is no quick fix
today. Low trust, rampant corruption, and weak civil
societies--all characteristic of the region's economies
today and all legacies of its economic history--will
take generations to overcome. The Long Divergence
opens up a frank and honest debate on a crucial issue
that even some of the most ardent secularists in the
Muslim world have hesitated to discuss.

Democracy, War, and Peace in the
Middle East
In this magisterial work, Sami Zubaida draws on a
distinguished career's worth of experience trying to
understand the region to address the fundamental
question in Middle East studies: what is the Middle
East? He argues, controversially, that to see it
through the prism of Islam, as it is conventionally
viewed, is to completely misunderstand it. Many of
what we think of as the 'Islamic' characteristics of the
region are products of culture and society, not
religion.To think of Islam itself as an essential, antimodern force in the region rather than something
shaped by specific historical-economic processes is,
Zubaida argues, a mistake. Instead, he offers us an
alternative view of the region, its historic
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cosmpolitanism, its religious and cultural diversity, its
rapid adoption of new media cultures, which reveals a
multi-faceted and complex region teeming with
multiple identities. Wide-ranging, erudite and
powerfully argued, Zubaida's work will be essential
reading for future generations of students of this
fascinating region.
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