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Witness Through the Imagination
“[Chaim] Potok writes powerfully about the suffering of innocent people caught in
the cross-fire of a war they cannot begin to understand. . . . Humanity and
compassion for his characters leap from every page.”—San Francisco Chronicle As
the Chinese and the army of the North sweep south during the Korean War, an old
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peasant farmer and his wife flee their village across the bleak, bombed-out
landscape. They soon come upon a boy in a ditch who is wounded and
unconscious. Stirred by possessiveness and caring the woman refuses to leave the
boy behind. The man thinks she is crazy to nurse this boy, to risk their lives for
some dying stranger. Angry and bewildered, he waits for the boy to die. And when
the boy does not die, the old man begins to believe that the boy possesss a magic
upon which all their lives depend. . . .

Davita's Harp
I Am the Clay
A collection of stories about six different young people who each experience a lifechanging event.

Exploring Exodus
Despised by the intellectual establishment, Ayn Rand continues to attract many
thousands of devoted followers. Her "Objectivist" movement preaches an
uncompromising hard line on politics, art, sex, and psychological health. Though
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much has been written about Rand, The Ayn Rand Cult is the first book to explain
the true origin of her ideas and to show how they were shaped into a new, atheistic
religion. Jeff Walker shatters many myths about Rand, exposing Objectivism as a
classic cult, unusual because of its overt emphasis on self-interest, rationality, and
atheism, but typical of cults in its guru-worship, thought control, trial and
excommunication of deviants, and hostility to existing society.

Chaim Potok
For Davita Chandal, growing up in New York in the 1930s and '40s is an experience
of indescribable joy—and unfathomable sadness. Her loving parents, both fervent
radicals, fill her with the fiercely bright hope for a new, better world. But the
deprivations of war and the Depression take their ruthless toll. And Davita,
unexpectedly, finds in the Jewish faith that her mother had long ago abandoned
both a solace to her questioning inner pain and a test of her budding spirit of
independence. To her, life's elusive possibilities for happiness, for fulfillment, for
decency, become as real and resonant as the music of the small harp that hangs
on her door, welcoming all guests with its sweet, gentle tones. Praise for Davita's
Harp “Rich . . . enchanting . . . [Chaim] Potok's bravest book.”—The New York
Times Book Review “It is an enormous pleasure to sink into such a rich . . . solidly
written novel. The reader knows from the first few pages that he is in the hands of
a sure professional who won't let him down.”—People “Engrossing . . . Filled with a
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host of richly drawn characters. Potok is a master storyteller.”—Chicago Tribune
“Gripping and intriguing . . . A well-told tale that needed telling.”—The Philadelphia
Inquirer

Tourism, Religion and Spiritual Journeys
Covers numerous ethnic writers and their works. All major American ethnicities are
covered: African American, Asian American, Jewish American, Hispanic/Latino, and
Native American.

The Promise
"Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing
that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water
under the earth". So decrees the second commandment. Could anything be
clearer? And yet, through the centuries, Jews have decorated their tombstones
with graven images. This rich tradition of liberally interpreting the biblical
admonition has provided centuries' worth of graphic symbols and motifs that
illuminate Jewish history and lore. In Graven Images, a surprisingly spirited view of
a usually somber subject, author and photographer Arnold Schwartzman has
assembled a lavish array of color photographs of Jewish tombstones. Focusing on
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the treasures he has discovered in thirty-eight European cemeteries, this book
reproduces more than two hundred graven images from Austria, Czechoslovakia,
Denmark, England, Germany, the Netherlands, Hungary, Italy, Poland, and
Romania. Schwartzman's beautiful close-up photographs and fascinating captions
reveal the significance of some of the most common images found on the
gravestones. Some reveal the occupation of the deceased (an inkwell and quill for
a scribe) or something about character (a candelabrum for a pious woman). Others
allude specifically to a person's name (a fish for a member of the Fischel family) or
refer to biblical tradition (Noah's ark, Adam and Eve in the Garden). The book
begins with a riveting essay by Chaim Potok, the renowned novelist and Jewish
thinker, who asks: "How in the light of all these images are we to understand the
second commandment?" A unique assemblage of what Schwartzman has called
"hallowed milestones that plot the course of the Jewish diaspora", GravenImages
will appeal to everyone interested in Jewish history, symbols, and tradition.

Everything Beautiful Began After
"REMARKABLE . . . A WONDERFUL STORY." --The Boston Globe The father is a highranking Communist officer, a Jew who survived Stalin's purges. The son is a
"refusenik," who risked his life and happiness to protest everything his father held
dear. Now, Chaim Potok, beloved author of the award-winning novels The Chosen
and My Name is Asher Lev, unfolds the gripping true story of a father, a son, and a
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conflict that spans Soviet history. Drawing on taped interviews and his harrowing
visits to Russia, Potok traces the public and privates lives of the Slepak family:
Their passions and ideologies, their struggles to reconcile their identities as
Russians and as Jews, their willingness to fight--and die--for diametrically opposed
political beliefs. "[A] vivid account . . . [Potok] brings a novelist's passion and eye
for detail to a gripping story that possesses many of the elements of fiction--except
that it's all too true." --San Francisco Chronicle From the Trade Paperback edition.

Women of the Bible: Deborah's Story: A Novel
A baseball game between Jewish schools is the catalyst that starts a bitter rivalry
between two boys and their fathers.

In the Beginning
Jewish Science Fiction and Fantasy? Yes! Wandering Stars is the landmark
collection of Jewish science fiction and fantasy. The first of its kind, it is an
established and enduring classic. This is the first time in a science fiction collection
that the Jewish People--and the richness of their themes and particular points of
view--appear without a mask. Wandering Stars is a showpiece of Jewish wit,
culture, and lore, of the blend of humor and sadness, cynicism, and faith. In these
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pages you'll find superlative tales of fantasy and science fiction by masters.

The World's Greatest Story
The bestselling author of No Shortcuts to the Top and K2 chronicles his three
attempts to climb the world's tenth-highest and statistically deadliest peak,
Annapurna in the Himalaya, while exploring the dramatic and tragic history of
others who have made -- or attempted - the ascent, and what these exploits teach
us about facing life's greatest challenges. As a high school student in the flatlands
of Rockford, Illinois, where the highest objects on the horizon were water towers,
Ed Viesturs read and was captivated by the French climber Maurice Herzog's
famous and grisly account of the first ascent of Annapurna in 1950. When he
began his own campaign to climb the world's 14 highest peaks in the late 1980s,
Viesturs looked forward with trepidation to undertaking Annapurna himself. Two
failures to summit in 2000 and 2002 made Annapurna his nemesis. His successful
2005 ascent was the triumphant capstone of his climbing quest. In The Will To
Climb Viesturs brings the extraordinary challenges of Annapurna to vivid life
through edge-of-your-seat accounts of the greatest climbs in the mountain's
history, and of his own failed attempts and eventual success. In the process he
ponders what Annapurna reveals about some of our most fundamental moral and
spiritual questions--questions, he believe, that we need to answer to lead our lives
well. "Of all fourteen of the world's highest mountains, which I climbed between
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1989 and 2005," writes Viesturs, "the one that came the closest to defeating my
best efforts was Annapurna." Although it was the first 8,000-meter peak to be
climbed, Annapurna is not as well known as the world's highest mountain, Everest,
or second highest, K2. But as Viesturs argues, Annapurna, while not technically the
most difficult of the 8,000ers, is the most daunting because it has no route--no
ridge or face on any side of the mountain--that is relatively free of what climbers
call "objective danger"-the threat of avalanches, above all, but also of collapsing
seracs (huge ice blocks), falling rocks, and crevasses. Since its first ascent in 1950,
Annapurna has been climbed by more than 130 people, but 53 have died trying.
This high fatality rate makes Annapurna the most dangerous of the 8,000-meter
peaks. Viesturs and co-author David Roberts chronicle Ed's three attempts to climb
Annapurna, as well as the attempts of others, from the two French climbers who
made the landmark first ascent of Annapurna on June 3, 1950, through the daring
and tragic campaigns of such world-class mountaineers as Reinhold Messner and
Anatoli Boukreev. Viesturs's accounts and analyses of these extraordinary
adventures serve as a point of departure for his exploration of themes vividly
illustrated by Annapurna expeditions, including obsession and commitment, fear
and fulfillment, failure and triumph--issues that have been neglected in the
otherwise very rich literature of mountaineering, and that can inform the lives and
actions of everyone. From the Hardcover edition.

Old Men at Midnight
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The Bible is filled with women of faith, bravery, and cunning. Here is one woman’s
tale—as it might have happened. . . . “Wake up, wake up, Deborah! Wake up, wake
up, break out in song! Arise, O Barak! Take captive your captives, O son of
Abinoam.” —Judges 5:12 Though Deborah’s master has abused her for as long as
she can remember, there is one thing he cannot take from her-her nightly dream
of a stranger destined to bring her joy. Then, by a twist of fate and with an act of
courage, Deborah manages to save the life of Lappidoth, the man she soon
realizes is her dream lover, by warning him that her master is plotting against him.
Furious, Deborah’s master sentences her to death. But Lappidoth saves her life.
Now, as she recovers in his house, Deborah’s dreams all come to pass-so she puts
her gift to use. And so will Deborah be known as a heroine in Israel’s fight against
the Canaanites, a prophetess for God’s chosen people, and one of the greatest
judges of all time. . . .

Conversations with Chaim Potok
Asher Lev is a gifted loner, the artist who painted the sensational Brooklyn
Crucifixion. Into it he poured all the anguish and torment a Jew can feel when torn
between the faith of his fathers and the calling of his art. Here Asher Lev plunges
back into his childhood and recounts the story of love and conflict which dragged
him to this crossroads.
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The Jews in America
First publication of the complete plays of Chaim Potok. With the exception of the
The Chosen, none have been previously available.

Chaim Potok
Exploration of the times of Elisha ben Abuyah.

My Name is Asher Lev
At the center of the novel is Gershon Loran--a young rabbi, the product of a
parochial New York Jewish upbringing--whose early life [was] shaped by darkly
irrational circumstances It is this young man--raised in the absolute belief that 'the
Jewish religion made a fundamental difference in the world'--who at the end of the
Korean War, finds himself a chaplain in a country where Judaism has played no
part Gershon begins to see his own people--and himself--in a new light Gershon
has the most disturbing of his visions--encompassing both light and dark, both
good and evil, just as life must; just as, he begins to understand, Judaism must, if it
is to remain a living faith.
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Kaaterskill Falls
Criticism of Holocaust literature is an emerging field of inquiry, and as might be
expected, the most innovative work has been concentrated on the vanguard of
European and Israeli Holocaust literature. Now that American fiction has amassed
an impressive and provocative Holocaust canon, the time is propitious for its
evaluation. Witness through the Imagination presents a critical reading of themes
and stylistic strategies of major American Holocaust fiction to determine its
capacity to render the prelude, progress, and aftermath of the Holocaust. The
unifying critical approach is the textual explication of themes and literary method,
occasional comparative references to international Holocaust literature, and a
discussion of extra-literary Holocaust sources that have influenced the creative
writers' treatment of the Holocaust universe.

As a Driven Leaf
From the celebrated author of The Chosen and My Name Is Asher Lev, a trilogy of
related novellas about a woman whose life touches three very different
men—stories that encompass some of the profoundest themes of the twentieth
century. Ilana Davita Dinn is the listener to whom three men relate their lives. As a
young girl, she offers English lessons to a teenage survivor of the camps. In “The
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Ark Builder,” he shares with her the story of his friendship with a proud old builder
of synagogue arks, and what happened when the German army invaded their
Polish town. As a graduate student, she finds herself escorting a guest lecturer
from the Soviet Union, and in “The War Doctor,” her sympathy moves him to put
his painful past to paper recounting his experiences as a Soviet NKVD agent who
was saved by an idealistic doctor during the Russian civil war, only to encounter
him again during the terrifying period of the Kremlin doctors’ plot. And, finally, we
meet her in “The Trope Teacher,” in which a distinguished professor of military
history, trying to write his memoirs, is distracted by his wife’s illness and by the
arrival next door of a new neighbor, the famous writer I. D. (Ilana Davita) Chandal.
Poignant and profound, Chaim Potok’s newest fiction is a major addition to his
remarkable—and remarkably loved—body of work. From the Hardcover edition.

My Name Is Asher Lev
“Extraordinary . . . No one but Chaim Potok could have written this strangely
sweet, compelling, and deeply felt novel.”—The Cleveland Plain Dealer In his
powerful My Name is Asher Lev, Chaim Potok gave the world an unforgettable
character and a timeless story that The New York Times Book Review hailed as
“little short of a work of genius.” The Chicago Sun-Times declared it “a story that
had to be told.” Now, Chaim Potok’s beloved character returns to learn, to teach,
to dream, in The Gift of Asher Lev. Twenty years have passed. Asher Lev is a worldPage 12/27
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renowned artist living with his young family in France. Still, he is unsure of his
artistic direction. Success has not brought ease to his heart. Then Asher’s beloved
uncle dies suddenly, and Asher and his family rush back to Brooklyn—and into a
world that Asher thought he had left behind forever. It is a journey of confrontation
and discovery as Asher purges his past in search of new inspiration for his art and
begins to understand the true meaning of sacrifice and the painful joy in sharing
the most precious gift of all. Praise for The Gift of Asher Lev “A
masterwork.”—Newsday “Rivals anything Chaim Potok has ever produced. It is a
book written with passion about passion. You’re not likely to read anything better
this year.”—The Detroit News “Fascinating.”—The Washington Post Book World
“Very moving.”—The Philadelphia Inquirer

Graven Images
Dictionary of Jewish Usage
“A wondrous tale of American Judaism” from the Colonial Era to the
twentiethcentury, by the acclaimed author of Jews, God, and History (Kirkus
Reviews). Beginning with the Sephardim who first reached the shores of America in
the 1600s, this fascinating book by historian Max Dimont traces the journey of the
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Jews in the United States. It follows the various waves of immigration that brought
people and families from Germany, Russia, and beyond; recounts the cultural
achievements of those who escaped oppression in their native lands; and
discusses the movement away from Orthodoxy and the attitudes of American
Jews—both religious and secular—toward Israel. From the author of Jews, God, and
History, which has sold more than one million copies and was called
“unquestionably the best popular history of the Jews written in the English
language” by the LosAngeles Times, this is a compelling account by an author who
was himself an immigrant, raised in Helsinki, Finland, before arriving at Ellis Island
in 1929 and going on to serve in army intelligence in World War II.

The Chosen
“Apowerful meditation on the undying nature of love and the often cruel beauty
ofone’s own fate. This is a novel you simply must read!” —Andre Dubus III, New
York Times bestselling author of Townie FromSimon Van Booy, the award-winning
author of LoveBegins in Winter and The Secret Lives of People in Love, comesa
debut novel of longing and discovery amidst the ruins of Athens. Withechoes of
Nicole Krauss’s The History of Love and CharlesBaxter’s The Feast of Love, Van
Booy’sresonant tale of threeisolated, disaffected adults discovering one another in
Greece is thecompelling product of an inquisitive, visionary talent. In the words of
RobertOlen Butler, Pulitzer Prize-winning author of A Good Scent from a
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StrangeMountain, “Simon Van Booy knows a great deal about the complex
longings of thehuman heart.”

The Gift of Asher Lev
Winner of the National Book Award: In the shadow of the Holocaust, a young girl
discovers the power of magic In the schoolroom of a simple European village, Kicsi
spends her days dreaming of the lands beyond the mountains: Paris and New York,
Arabia and Shanghai. When the local rabbi curses Kicsi’s school for teaching
lessons in Hebrew, the holy tongue, the possibility of adventure seems further
away than ever. But when a mysterious stranger appears telling stories of far-off
lands, Kicsi feels the world within her grasp. His name is Vörös, and he is a
magician’s assistant who seems to have powers all his own. There is darkness
growing at the edge of the village—a darkness far blacker than any rabbi’s curse.
Vörös warns of the Nazi threat, but only Kicsi hears what he says. As evil consumes
a continent, Vörös will teach Kicsi that sometimes the magician’s greatest trick is
survival.

In His Image
A Study Guide for Chaim Potok's "Davita's Harp," excerpted from Gale's acclaimed
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Novels for Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary; character
analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for
further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Novels for
Students for all of your research needs.

Wandering Stars
Ayn Rand Cult
American Ethnic Writers
Chaim Potok was a world-class writer and scholar, a Conservative Jew who wrote
from and about his tradition and the conflicts between observance and
acculturation. With a plain, straightforward style, his novels were set against the
moral, spiritual, and intellectual currents of the twentieth century. This collection
aims to widen the lens through which we read Chaim Potok and to establish him as
an authentic American writer who created unforgettable characters forging
American identities for themselves while retaining their Jewish nature. The essays
illuminate the central struggle in Potok’s novels, which results from a profound
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desire to reconcile the appeal of modernity with the pull of traditional Judaism. The
volume includes a memoir by Adena Potok and ends with Chaim Potok’s “My Life
as a Writer,” a speech he gave at Penn State in 1982. Aside from the editor, the
contributors are Victoria Aarons, Nathan P. Devir, Jane Eisner, Susanne
Klingenstein, S. Lillian Kremer, Jessica Lang, Sanford E. Marovitz, Kathryn
McClymond, Hugh Nissenson, Adena Potok, and Jonathan Rosen.

The Red Magician
"Writing at its best is an exalted state, an unlocking of the unconscious and
imagination and a contact with sanctity." One of America's most popular Jewish
writers, Chaim Potok (b. 1929) is the author of such novels as The Chosen (1967),
The Promise (1969), The Book of Lights (1981), and Davita's Harp (1985). Each of
his novels explores the tension between tradition and modernity, and the clash
between Jewish culture and contemporary Western civilization, which he calls "coreto-core culture confrontation." Although primarily known as a novelist, Potok is an
ordained Conservative rabbi and a world-class Judaic scholar who has also
published children's books, theological discourses, biographies, and histories.
Conversations with Chaim Potok presents interviews ranging from 1976 to 1999.
Potok discusses the broad range of his writing and the deep influence of non-Jewish
novels-in particular, Evelyn Waugh's Brideshead Revisited and James Joyce's
Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man-on his work. Interviews bear witness to Potok's
Page 17/27

Read Online Wanderings Chaim Potoks History Of The Jews
many other influences-Orthodox Jewish doctrine, Freudian psychoanalytical theory,
Picasso's Guernica, and Jewish kabbalah mysticism. Though labeled an American
Jewish writer, Potok argues that Flannery O'Connor should then be called an
American Catholic writer and John Updike an American Protestant writer. "In his
mind," editor Daniel Walden writes, "just as Faulkner was a writer focused on a
particular place, Oxford, Mississippi, . . . so Potok's territory was a small section of
New York City." Potok often explores conflict in his writings and in his interviews.
Strict Jewish teachings deem fiction an artifice and therefore unnecessary, yet
since the age of sixteen Potok has been driven to write novels. At the root of all of
these conversations is Potok's intense interest in the turmoil between Jewish
culture, religion, and tradition and what he calls "Western secular humanism." As
he discusses his work, he continually includes broader issues, such as the state of
Jewish literature and art, pointing out with pride and enthusiasm his belief that
Jewish culture, in the twentieth century, has finally begun to have a significant role
in producing and shaping the world's art and literature. Whether discussing the
finer details of Talmudic textual analysis or his period of chaplaincy during the
Korean War, Potok is articulate and philosophical, bringing deep consideration into
what may seem small subjects. Although his novels and histories take place
primarily in the recent past, the Chaim Potok that emerges from this collection is a
writer deeply rooted in the tensions of the present. Daniel Walden is Professor
Emeritus of American Studies, English and Comparative Literature at Penn State
University. He has written or edited several books, including On Being Jewish
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(1974), Twentieth Century American Jewish Writers (1984), The World of Chaim
Potok (1985), and American Jewish Poets: The Roots and the Stems (1990).

The Medieval Vision
In the summer of '76, the Shulmans and the Melishes migrate to Kaaterskill, the
tiny town in upstate New York where Orthodox Jews and Yankee year-rounders live
side by side from June through August. Elizabeth Shulman, a devout follower of Rav
Elijah Kirshner and the mother of five daughters, is restless. She needs a project of
her own, outside her family and her cloistered community. Across the street,
Andras Melish is drawn to Kaaterskill by his adoring older sisters, bound to him by
their loss and wrenching escape from the Holocaust. Both comforted and crippled
by his sisters' love, Andras cannot overcome the ambivalence he feels toward his
children and his own beautiful wife. At the top of the hill, Rav Kirshner is coming to
the end of his life, and he struggles to decide which of his sons should succeed
him: the pious but stolid Isaiah, or the brilliant but worldly Jeremy. Behind the
scenes, alarmed as his beloved Kaaterskill is overdeveloped by Michael King, the
local real estate broker, Judge Miles Taylor keeps an old secret in check, biding his
time. From the Trade Paperback edition.

A Psychoanalytic History of the Jews
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Dictionary of Jewish Usage: A Guide to the Use of Jewish Terms is a unique and
much needed resource to the way many Hebrew, Yiddish, and Aramaic words and
meanings are used by English speakers. Sol Steinmetz draws upon his years of
experience as an editor of dictionaries, as well as his lifelong study of Jewish
history, traditions, and practices, to lead the reader through the essentially
uncharted territory of Jewish usage. Dictionary of Jewish Usage clarifies the
meanings of Jewish terms that have been absorbed into English, as well as the
transliterated Hebrew terms from sacred texts that reflect differing pronunciations.
The dictionary also explains terms that are often misused, sheds light on the
meaning of clusters of terminology, and delineates the etymology and
pronunciation of many words, making this an invaluable guide for anyone curious
about Jewish usage.

Zebra and Other Stories
Religion and spirituality are still among the most common motivations for travel many major tourism destinations have developed largely as a result of their
connections to sacred people, places and events. Providing a comprehensive
assessment of the primary issues and concepts related to this intersection of
tourism and religion, this revealing book gives a balanced discussion of both the
theoretical and applied subjects that destination planners, religious organizations,
scholars, and tourism service providers must deal with on a daily basis. Bringing
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together a distinguished list of contributors, this volume takes a global approach
and incorporates substantial empirical cases from Hinduism, Islam, Judaism,
Roman Catholicism, Mormonism, New Ageism, Sikhism, Buddhism, and the spiritual
philosophies of East Asia. On a conceptual level, it considers, amongst other topics:
contested heritage the pilgrim-tourist dichotomy secularization of pilgrimage
experiences religious humanism educational aspects of religious tourism
commodification of religious icons and services. A vibrant collection of essays, this
outstanding book discusses many important practices, paradigms, and problems
that are currently being examined and debated. It raises an array of significant and
interesting questions and as such is a valuable resource for students, scholars and
researchers of tourism, religion and cultural studies.

The Book of Lights
"Powerful . . . It successfully recreates a time and place and the journey of a
soul."--The New York Times All beginnings are hard--that is the lesson David Lurie
learns early and painfully in his life. As a boy in the depression-shadowed Bronx, he
must begin to hold his own against neighborhood bullies and the treacherous
frailties of his own health. As a young man in a world menaced by a distant,
horrifying war, he must begin once more--this time to define a resolute path of
personal belief that departs boldly from the tradition of his teachers and his own
father, a courageous defender of their people. Learning how to remember his past
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as he nourishes the future, David struggles to complete his first long journey into
ancient beginnings. "A major work in every sense."--Pittsburgh Press

Chaim Potok
A Psychoanalytic History of the Jews is an interdisciplinary rewriting and
reinterpretation of four thousand years of Jewish history. It integrates insights from
history, archaeology, biblical scholarship, anthropology, sociology and Jewish
studies with those of psychoanalysis to achieve a deep understanding of Jewish
history. The main thrust of this work is the application of psychoanalytic insight to
Jewish history. This includes the evolution of the Hebrew religion as a projective
response to the inner conflicts produced by the human family; the
sociopsychological development of the Israelite kingdoms in Canaan; the
fascinating duality of Jewish life in the "Diaspora"; and the emotional ties of the
Jews to their idealized motherland from the Babylonian exile to modern political
Zionism.

The Jews of Moslem Spain
THE VOICE OF GOD IS A HEARTBEAT AWAYIn Fearfully & Wonderfully Made, Philip
Yancey and Dr. Paul Brand revealed how God’s voice is encoded in the very
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structure of our bodies. In His Image takes up where its predecessor left off,
beckoning us once again inward and onward to fresh exploration and
discovery.Yancey and Brand show how accurately and intricately the human body
portrays the Body of Christ. In five sections—Image, Blood, Head, Spirit, and
Pain—the acclaimed surgeon and the award-winning writer unlock the remarkable,
living lessons contained in our physical makeup. This Gold Medallion Awardwinning book will open your eyes to the complex miracle of the human body, and
the even more compelling spiritual truths that it reflects.

The Collected Plays of Chaim Potok
Nine interrelated essays explore the visionary imagery informing social, natural,
and spiritual life and perception during the middle ages and the ways in which
various people of those times viewed their lives

Contemporary Jewish-American Novelists
In a passionate, energetic narrative, The Promise brilliantly dramatizes what it is to
master and use knowledge to make one’s own way in the world. Reuven Malter
lives in Brooklyn, he’s in love, and he’s studying to be a rabbi. He also keeps
challenging the strict interpretations of his teachers, and if he keeps it up, his
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dream of becoming a rabbi may die. One day, worried about a disturbed, unhappy
boy named Michael, Reuven takes him sailing and cloud-watching. Reuven also
introduces him to an old friend, Danny Saunders—now a psychologist with a
growing reputation. Reconnected by their shared concern for Michael, Reuven and
Danny each learns what it is to take on life—whether sacred truths or a troubled
child—according to his own lights, not just established authority.

The Gates of November
The book of Exodus records the pivotal events in the formation of biblical
Israel—the deliverance from slavery, the leadership of Moses, the wilderness
wanderings, and the giving of the Law at Mount Sinai. Bible scholar Nahum Sarna,
whose widely praised Understanding Genesis has become a standard text,
examines and illuminates the distinctiveness of the Exodus narrative in light of
ancient Near Eastern history and contemporaneous cultures—Egyptian, Assyrian,
Canaanite, and Babylonian. In a new foreword to this edition, Sarna takes up the
debate over whether the exodus from Egypt really happened, clarifying the
arguments on both sides and drawing us back to the uniqueness and enduring
significance of biblical text.

World Order
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“A novel of finely articulated tragic power. . . . Little short of a work of
genius.”—The New York Times Book Review Asher Lev is a Ladover Hasid who
keeps kosher, prays three times a day and believes in the Ribbono Shel Olom, the
Master of the Universe. Asher Lev is an artist who is compulsively driven to render
the world he sees and feels, even when it leads him to blasphemy. In this stirring
and often visionary novel, Chaim Potok traces Asher’s passage between these two
identities, the one consecrated to God, the other subject only to the imagination.
Asher Lev grows up in a cloistered Hasidic community in postwar Brooklyn, a world
suffused by ritual and revolving around a charismatic Rebbe. But in time, his gift
threatens to estrange him from that world and the parents he adores. As it follows
his struggle, My Name Is Asher Lev becomes a luminous portrait of the artist, by
turns heartbreaking and exultant, a modern classic.

A Study Guide for Chaim Potok's "Davita's Harp"
Entries examine the life and work of more than 75 contemporary Jewish-American
novelists.

The Will to Climb
An in-depth study of the eight major novels by renowned Jewish-American writer,
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Chaim Potok.
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